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CHAP. I. 


TETE-A-TETE. 


Tur moſt faſhionable couple about town be- 
ing prevented from ſleeping by ſome domeſtic 
crotchets running in their heads, of which they 
wiſhed to diveſt themſelves, accidentally met in 
the breakfaſt-room at an unuſual early hour, 
it being not one o'clock, Yes, Reader, it 
was really no more than one hour after mid- 
day! No wonder then they ſhould ftart at the 
ſight of each other as if they had ſeen a ſpectre, 
as they iſſued from their ſeparate apartments; 
but politeneſs very ſoon obtained a complete vie- 
tory over ſurprize; all the enquiries poſſible 
were mutually made with ſuch perfect good 
breeding, as ſhewed they wanted no. hing in the 
world but ſincerity to make them pals for atecti- 
onate ſolicitude. 


Lady 


6 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


Lady Ifleworth carried a ſmile on her face and 
a ſcroll of paper in her hand, which laying care- 


leſsly on the table, ſhe prepared to fill out the 
tea, 


Sir Frederick took up a newſpaper, but his 
eyes often reverted with a glance of ſuſpicion 
towards the manuſcript he ſaw lying by the fide 
of his lady, the ſubject of which he probably 
gueſſed, therefore aſked no queſtions, but faid, 
in a diſſatisfied tone, Where are the girls ?— 
I am ſurprized, Lady Ifleworth, you give your- 
ſelf the trouble of doing theſe fort of dull offi- 
ces, when you have ſo many daughters who may 
take them off your hands.” 


„O, my dear,” returned her Ladyſhip, & you 
have ſurely forgot that we have none of them at 
home, except the two young ones, who I ſup- 
poſe, are at their leſions; and Miſs Iſle worth 
did not go to bed till ſix this morning, of courſe 
we muſt not expect to ſee her till dinner time: 
I wiſh the poor thing may not be in a decline ; 
ſhe looks frightfully pale; and as ſoon as the 
town thins, it will be proper, I think, to ſend 
her into the country, that the may get up her 
fleep, and by that means recover her complexion.” 


« But, if you ſuppoſe the change of air ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the reſtoration of her health, why wait 
till 
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till the town thins ? why not put your deſign in 
execution immediately.” 


« Oh! for Heaven's fake, do not mention 
ſuch a propoſition ; it would abſolutely kill her 
at once ; yes, it would be her death ; there is 
ſuffocation in the very thoughts of the country 
at this ſeaſon of the year. You ſee the is yet 
capable of a great deal ; ſhe has not been in bed 
any night this three weeks, at the earlieſt hour, 
till three in the morning. I did not mean to 
alarm you by faying ſhe looked pale; I hardly 
know how I came to make the obſervation, on- 
ly that I think it odious to be without colour ; if 
ſhe would put on rouge there might be no occa- 
ſion for her going into the country at all; but 
ſhe is fo refractory to my commands, when I 
bid her try the experiment, that ſhe poſitively 
ſhall go there one day or other, as ſhe deſerves 
to be puniſhed for her diſobedience.“ 


The whole time her Ladyſhip had been deli- 
vering this maternal harangue, the half negligent, 
half oppreſſed Baronet, ſeemed to be more plun- 
ged in ſilent meditation, than devoting his at- 
tention either to the matter or the ſubject of 
her eloquence—a momentary pauſe enſued, when 
ſuddenly ſtarting from his reverie, he cried out- 

« Pray 
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& Pray, my dear, do you never intend to viſit 
Mrs. Snug f” 


« Mrs. Snug /” repeated his Lady, with a 
ſtrongiſh fort of emphaſis, «© how, in the name 
of wonder, has her idea intruded on our family 
affairs?“ 


209 .— - 


Family affairs !—Oh, yes, true, child, we 
were talking of family affairs; and now that you 
have renewed the ſubject, I muſt tell you that 
they are in a d—d bad condition.“ 


. 
e 
_ 


How can that be poſſible Do you really 
admire this grave fort of jeſting? For my 
part, I have not cleverneſs enough to under- 
ſtand it—nowever, do not let us dwindle into 
the diſagreeables, You was talking of Mrs. 
| Snug ; ſhe is a mighty pretty kind of woman; 
I wonder ſhe has never been at any of my par- 
ties; for, indeed, and indeed, I fent my name | 
and my days to her houſe, when you firſt hinted | 
it to me that you had entered into a fort—of a 4 
fort—of a friendly intimacy with her huſband.” | 


A ſmile of encouragement emboldened Sir 
Frederick to requeſt the invitation might be re- 
peated, being convinced that by ſome negligence 
er other her former compliment never reached 

the 
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the hand of Mrs. Snug, as he had heard her de- 
clare very lately there was no perſon in the 
world whoſe acquaintance ſhe was ſo ambitious 
of attaining as that of Lady Iſleworth. 


CHAP. IL 


TETE-A-TETE CONTINUED. 


NNorhRR full pauſe, apparently impor- 
tant to both parties, immediately followed the 
Baronet's eager entreaties, and the Lady's chear- 


ful acquieſcence ; yet this ſilence was not at laſt 


interrupted by any obſervation that ſeemed the 
effect of conſideration.—“ I am thinking,” faid 
the former, © that you are a dear delightful crea- 
ture, the moſt obliging wife in the univerſe ; 
and what a lofs the world mu/# ſuftain, if my 


_ curſed involvements ſhould force me to with- 


draw you from the participation of its elegant 
pleaſures ?” | 


« And I am thinking,“ retorted his fairer 
and beiter half, « that you are enough to give 


one the vapours; I have to talk with you when 
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you get into a philoſophical humour Can't 
you let your involvements alone to diſentangle 
themſelves ?—Did you ever know a man of fix 
thouſand a year that deer, or ovught to trouble 
himſelf about his involvements?“ | 


« Faith, that is a rational conceit ; but, ne- 
vertheleſs, I tell you Madam, we are ruined.” 


« Ruined with fix thouſand a year !—Piſh ! 
you are now perfectly provoking,” 


—_— — ————— 


* Six thouſand a year has a good ſound, but 
when five of them are ſunk in annuities can 
you tell me how a man is to make up the defi- 


ciency :?“ 

* Lord, Sir Frederick ! you talk very nonſen- 
ſically; nothing is more eaſy! Why don't you 
get Arthur to cut off the entail? he is a fine 
ſpirited youth, and I dare fay will do it with 
a great deal of pleaſure.” 


« I ſhall certainly try him, my dear,” ſaid 
the Baronet : ©* but, in the mean time, would it 
not be as well, if you was fo give up your join- 
ture ? I think that would help us a little.“ 


« Take it then, by all means,” replied her 


good-natured ladyſhip; © you have only to get 
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the conſent of my truſtees, and mine follows of 
courſe.” 


« What an angel!“ exclaimed the tranſport- 
ed huſband, kiſſing her hands with well- affected 
rapture; © you have ſet the veſſel right again; 
and there will be no immediate neceſſity of 
ſpeaking to Arthur about the entail: we may 
keep that in reſerve, at leaſt until we can no 
longer contrive to go on without his aſſiſtence, 
I will ſee Bateman and Curry this very morning, 
and ſend them both to the devil, if they heſitate 
an inſtant in giving up their truſt to your ſet- 
tlement.“ 


« As to Curry,” replicd her ladyſhip, © it re- 
quires ſome addreſs to manage that old fogram ; 
you know, he took it into his head to be affront- 
ed when I forbid him the houſe, becauſe the fool 
would give his advice unaſced. However, I am 
glad to ſee your ſpirits getting above par. But 
remember, Sir Frederick, when my dirty acres 
are converted into caſh, that wives, as well as 
huſbands, have their little faſhionable occaſions. 
Here is a lift,” taking up the paper, which till 
now had remained quietly on the table, where 
ſhe had laid it on her firſt entrance; “ you had 
better look it over, my dear, and you will find: 


the articles contained in theſe memoatandums to 


be 
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be mere neceſſaries, which I cannot poſſibly do 
without : the purchaſe of them, as near as I can 
gueſs, from expenditures of the ſame nature, will 
rather exceed fifteen hundred pounds, and a com- 
pliment of two thouſand will leave me very much 
your debtor,” 


Now, as the neceſlaries of a lacy of ton would 
not be univerſally underſtood by all claſſes of 
readers, though we were even to produce this 
lift of memorandums, plainly as they were there 
made out, ſo we ſhall no more unfold the myſ- 
tical paper that contained them than did Sir Fre- 
derick, who, returning it unopened, politely af- 
fured her ladyſhip, whatever part of the money 
{he appropriated to her own uſe would receive 
a double value in his eſtimation. 


Parting in the moſt undefinable harmony, they 
appointed to meet again half an hour before 
Lady Ifleworth's company aſſembled, to talk over 
his ſucceſs with her two truſtees, though he ap- 
peared quite certain they could form no objec- 
tion to an arrangement ſo well digeſted, and fo 
exceſſively reaſonable, 
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CHAP. III. 


LOVE AND MARRIAGE, 


Lay ISLEWORTH, at fourteen, was a 
romp—at fifteen, a wife — and at ſixteen, a mo- 
ther; which is all the apology we are at preſent 
inclined to make for having introduced her at 
the age of thirty- ſeven, the diſſipated miſtreſs of 
an almoſt ruined family. Her other qualifica- 
tions will unfold themſelves as occaſion ſhall offer. 


Sir Frederick could boaſt no greater advantage 
over his lady, but that of being in age four 
years her ſenior; of which preference, it may 
be fo called, the incoherence of all his pur- 
ſuits ſpoke him totally inſenüble. Vhilſt chil- 
dren themſelves, they were the parents of chil- 
dren, which at firſt chey conſidered merely as 
play-things ; but afterwards, ſuppoſ:ng them to 
be at leaſt as rational as themſelves, they were 
diligently initiated into all the wiklom of their 
wiſe parents, and as they grew up, no reſtrictions 
were laid either on th-ir pleaſures or expence; fo 


that by the time Arthur, their eldeſt ſon, had eſ- 


caped minority, the ready money fortune of fifty 
thouſand pounds, brought by Lady Iſleworth to 
her huſband, had every ſhilling been ſquandered ; 

beſides 
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beſides that the diſcreet father, of this equally diſ- 
creet ſon, having loaded his eſtates with annui- 
ties more than they could bear :—two jointures 
alone remained u;tcuched, one of which was 
daily and anxiouſly expected to fall in, becauſe it 
hung on. the life of a very old woman. From 
the other ſacred depoſit Sir Frederick could form 
no reaſonable expectations of preſent advantage, 
as it depended on tie death of his own dear lady, 
who was even younger than himſelf. 


Sir Frederick never found his difficulties fo 
numerous and fo prefling as at the opening of 
this hiſtory, He had promiicd a couſiderable 
loan to Mr. Snug, whoſe wife, as every good 
wife ſhould do, took a very tender intereſt in all 
the concerns cf her huſband, and had herſelf con- 
deſcende to ſolicit che loan. It was impoſſible. 
the Baronet ſhould refuſe fo fair a ſuitor, and yet. 
it apf cared ten times more impoſſible that he 
ſhould ever be able to fulſil his liberal engage- 
ments. 


How Lady Ifleworth diſpoſed of herſelf be- 
tween the hours of parting from and meeting 
again with Sir Frederick, would be very little to 
the purpoſe ; but her eagerneſs to know the re- 
ſalt of his application to her truſtees, muſt not 
be paſſed over in ſilence: her curiofity and anxie- 

ty 
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ty on this occaſion was of ſo torturing a nature, 
that even the duties of her toilet were in a man- 
ner neglected it might be ſaid, that ſhe rather 
ſuffered than enjoyed them; ſhe would fix her 
eyes on her looking-glaſs, without admiring her 
charms, or even ſeeming to know that they were 
reflected before her; many of her ornaments 
were forgotten, and the reſt ill adjuſted. Twenty 
times had ſhe ſent to enquire if Sir Frederick 
was come home, and a long train of repeated ne- 
gatives ſerved only to increaſe her large ſtock of 
diſcompoſure. 


When Lady Iſleworth ſignified her apprehen- 
ſions, that Mr. Curry would withhold his con- 
ſent to the diſpoſal of her jointure, on account of 
ſome offence which ſhe acknowledged to have 
given him, ſhe had other reaſons, beſides thoſe 
ſhe choſe to advance, for more than deubting the 
ſucceſs of her huſband's negociation. Let us 
ſee, then, from what cauſe theſe hidden fears ori- 
ginated, and dig to the very root of that evil 
from whence ſprung her ladyſhip's plentiful ſtock 
of impatience. 


Mr. Ludlow, the father of Lady Ifleworth, 
lived long enough for the advancement of his 
daughter, to ſee her the wife of Sir Frederick, 
and died ſoon enough to avoid being the witneſs 


of 
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of her deſtruction. He was what is commonly 
called a careful parent, for he never would take 
a ſecond wife. He accumulated a vaſt fortune 
by trade, one moiety of which he gave the Ba- 
ronet on the day of marriage, and the other re- 
ſigned two years after, when called upon to take 
his laſt journey; at which period he had acquired 
ſo much infight into their mutual paſſion for ex- 
pence, that again he evinced himſelf the careſul 
father, for he bequeathed the remaining fifty 
thouſand that he left behind him to the ſole diſ- 
poſal of his daughter, without cutting off his 
ſon-in-law from the uſe of the yearly intereſt 
this large ſum may produce. He was alſo a carc- 
ful father, when he united, for her ſettlement in 
truſt, two gentlemen, who, in the whole courſe 
of their lives, he had never known to be united 
in the ſame opinion. Curry was in reality what 
Bateman only appeared to be : one was an honeft 
man on all occaſions; the other ſometimes acted 
lite an honeſt man, but not unleſs it would an- 
ſwer the purpoſe of his intereſt as well, or better, 
than playing the knave; and if we take this his 
real character for our clue, we thall find it the 
leſs difficult to develope the cauſe of certain myſ- 
terious tranſactions that we are going to lay be- 
fore our readers, and which had for many years 
been paſling between Bateman and his ward Lady 
Iſleworth. 


At 
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At various times, and on various emergencies, 
her ladyſhip had applied to this Few Chriſtian 
for certain ſums of money; but the ſecurity Sir 
Frederick could not poſſibly join in, becauſe he 
never was conſulted on the buſineſs. Though 
ſmall the ſums, the frequency with which they 
were demanded, and the number of years they 
had been rolling on in a tide of accumulation, 
made them at length amount to ſomething fo 
conſiderable, that beſides leaving in his rapacious 
hands all her valuable jewels, whilſt they were 
cunningly copied in paſte, of ſuch exquiſite 
workmanthip as to defy the ſcrutiny of a huſ- 
band's examination, this wiſe guardian ir aſted 
on additional ſecurity; and having nothing bet- 
ter to offer, the uſurer accepted an obligation, 
properly executed to receive, on the death of Sir 
Frederick, double the conſideration of the whole 
debt ſhe had incurred; or in caſe ſhe ſhould not 
be the ſurvivor, he took care, by a deed of gift 
that his. fooliſh ward would reimburſe his family 
at the fame laviſh rate, for his profuſion of ge- 
neroſity in fo freely adm iniftering to her extra- 
vagancies. 


Thus ſituated, Lady Iſleworth wou Id certain 
ly never have conſented to Sir Frederick's appli- 
cation, but for fear her refuſal might occaſion 
certain queſtions, which might lead to certgin 
expla- 
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explanations, by no means defirable. She there- 
fore ſubmitted with a good grace, flattering her- 
ſelf with this only conſolation, that Bateman, for 
his own fake, would not betray the engage- 
ments into which ſhe had entered. But, alas! 
whatever ſatisfaction might have been reaped 
from her ſafety in reſpect to the fear of detec- 
tion, met with a counterpoile, in the fuller cer- 
tainty, that for his own ſake alſo, Bateman 
would never be prevailed upon to relinquiſh his 
| truſt, On the one hand ſhe was aſſailed by 
ſhame, yet ſhame was not the moſt terrible of 
her enemies; for on the other a kend till more 
ugly preſented itfelf—the ſpectre of ſolitude 
was a thouſand times leſs tolerable. 


Until this morning, her ladyſhip had been fo 
buſy in deranging her own affairs, that it is little 
to be wondered at if ſhe had never troubled her- 
ſelf about what belonged to the affairs of her 
huſband. This was really the caſe: for when 
told that morning they were in a bad condition, 
ſhe was ſurpriſed ; but the threat which accom- 
panied the diſcovery, of dragging her from a 
town reſidence, added terror to ſurpriſe ; and at a 
moment fo peculiar, ſhe would willingly have 
ſacrificed every obſtacle which ſtood in the way 
of Sir Frederick's views on that part of her 
fortune her father had fo prudently locked up; 

Ka there 
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there was no penance ſhe would not have per- 
formed, to avoid the bittereſt of all calamities, 
that of being forced to exchange the dear diſ- 
traction of a tawn life for a dull, fleepy, coun- 
try retirement. Her pin-money, it muſt here be 
confeſſed, was very rich in arrears, which had 
been a fort of ſtumbling- block in her road to 
pleaſure. Whenever ſhe applied to the ſteward, 
he would gravely refer her ladyſhip to his maſ- 
ter, who would as gravely, though not fo re- 
ſpectfully, refer her to the devil. Now, whe- 
ther it was that ſhe did not like to put him out 
of humour, or that Mr. Bateman's ſupplies 
ſaved her from the neceſſity of reiterated im- 
portunities, certain it is, that for many years ſhe 
had left off ſpeaking to Sir Frederick on the 
ſubject, till debts of all deſcriptions, particular- 
ly thoſe of honour, forced her to reſolve on 
breaking filence, and ſetting out her claims.— 
'Thus determined, with a ſcroll of paper in her 
hand, on which was ſketched an exact meaſure 
of all her demands, and full of confidence in 
his capability of diſcharging them, we have ſeen 
her meet him at the breakfaſt table, where, hav- 
ing alſo witneſſed whatever paſſed between them 

on that interview, we proceed to another of na 
leſs importance. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


MORE FAMILY AFFAIRS. 


Twrxryv and nine times had Lady Iſle- 
worth ſent Harris, her woman, to enquire if Sir 
Frederick was returned : but before the thittieth 
could be diſpatched, her heart palpitated at receiv- 
ing an invitation from himſelf, to meet him in 
one of the inner drawing- rooms. 


When the meſſage was brought up, Mrs. 


Harris was in the act of ſpreading over her lady's 


ſhoulders a profuſion of long light hair, hanging 
from a well turned head, the chief merit of which 
conſiſted in the cultivation of this captivating 
ornament. Inſtantaneouſly ſhe broke from the 
hands of her Abigail, and immediately took her 
giddy girliſh flight down ſtairs, but, turning 
about before ſhe reached the bottom, the ſtopped, 


and called out for Harris; “ Go,” faid ſhe, 


« and tell Miſs Ifleworth, the is not to expect [ 
ſhall carry my indulgence to ſuch prepoſterous 
lengths, as to let her mope away all the evening 
in her chamber, whilſt I am killing myſelf with 
fatigue in forming little fooliſh parties at whiſt 

and 
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and cribbage—lſay it is her duty to eaſe me of this 
unprofitable trouble. Do you hear me, Harris?“ 


« Yes, my lady.” 


* And tell her, my faro will not ſet late to- 
night; or if it ſhould, and her head continues to 
ache, ſo that ſhe cannot keep out of her bed, I 
ſhall diſmiſs her before it breaks up.” She 
ſtayed to ſay no more, but hurried on to meet her 
huſband, trying, as ſhe paſſed along, to fortify her 
ſpirits againſt the very worſt that might happen: 
a precaution by no means unneceffary. Had ſhe 
not been armed to encounter diſappointment, the 
firſt glance ſhe caught of Sir Frederick muſt have 
conquered all that yet remained unconquered of 
hope and expectation. 


He was fitting on the edge of a card-table, 
his looks vacant and ſullen; he was alſo whiſtling 
a certain doleful air, which his Jady had often 
obſerved he never attempted, but on the ſtrong- 
eſt fits of ſulkineſs or paſſion ; one of the packs of 
cards that lay on the table, he was trying to turn 
to his amuſement, by toſſing it up with his right 
hand and catching it again with his left, a ſort 
of manual exerciſe which he managed ſo adroit- 


ly, that with ſafety he might have taken a bett to 
any amount, that he would not throw out one 
| turn 
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turn in a thouſand, had any man, with ſpirit equal 
to his own, offered him the temptation ; but, 
alas ! had he looked round for ſuch a bon vivant, 
he would have ſeen only his wife ſtanding before 
him, who, with the beſt inclinations for gaming, 
had nothing to loſe. 


Her ladyſhip pauſed for a moment, contempla- 
ting, with a mixture of ſurpriſe and pleaſure, the 
velocity and truth of his throws, ſeeming to loſe, 
in admiration of his dexterity, all ſolid confidera- 
tions; till, rouſed from the tranſient raptures of 
forgetfulneſs, by ſeeing him daſh the cards from 
one end of the room to the other, and hearing 
him crying out in a voice of thunder, What 
the devil mada you ſend me on a fool's errand ? 


« A fool's errand!” ſhe retorted, with ſome 
warmth, «© why ſurely, my dear, you went on your 
own errand; you wiſhed to make the application 
II gave my conſent, and devoutly wiſhed you 


ſucceſs; therefore, if you have failed in obtaining 


it, the fault you know cannot be mine, our un- 
lucky ſtars are alone to blame; and indeed I do 
think of late we have been mighty unfortunate.” 


« This is fine talking, Lady Iſle worth; but it 
will not do—it will not blind me to the con- 
founded arts of your ſex. You have certainly 
entered 
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entered into a conſpiracy with that raſcal Bate- 
man ; or why, at the firſt mention of the affair, 
did he bluntly tell me you never did, would, or 
could expect his ſanction to ſo abſurd a propoſi- 
tion? Zounds, Madam ! how would he have 
dared to uſe me thus, if, by ſome private means, 
you had not put him on his guard, and encourag- 
ed his inſolence? 


Lady Iſleworth felt herſelf blameleſs of the 
accuſation laid to her charge. She well enough 
underſtood in what manner to conſtrue Bate- 
man's firm rejection of her huſhand's propoſal ; 
it was no more than ſhe expected; but, conſci- 
ous of no zew duplicity, and ſatisfied that what 
ſhe formerly practiſed had not tranſpired, ſhe 
very ſoon convinced Sir Frederick of the fallacy 
on which his ſuſpicions were founded, ſhe offered 
to go the next day, to try what her own intereſt 
would do with this ſtubborn guardian; upon 
which he begged her pardon, and confeſſed him- 
ſelf aſhamed that he had ever doubted her fince- 


rity. 


Domeſtic harmony was thus reſtored to its 
uſual ſtandard. But the Baronet's vivacity con- 
tinuing rather below par, his amiable moiety ex- 
erted all her infantine playfulneſs to conjure away 
his ſpleen ;—ſhe talked of Mrs. Snug, of ſup- 


pers 
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pers, of dinners, of operas, plays, maſquerades, of 
every thing but their own neceſſities; in ſhort, 
ſhe accommodated her ſubjects ſo well to his 
humour, that it is probable he might have bu- 
ried, at leaft for that night, the remembrance of 
all his diſappointments, if the mention of Mrs. 
Snug had not kept them ſwimming on the ſurface 
of his memory—to Mrs. Snug he had promiſed 
five hundred pounds, and in the preſent fituation 


of affairs he might as well have promiſed her five 


hundred millions. 


In the midft of her ladyſhip's inceſſant efforts 
to pleafe and amuſe him, he ftarted on his legs, 
and turning three times round upon his heel with 
the grace of a Veſtris, he aſked her this plain 
queſtion— What are we to do, if that curſed 
Bateman holds to his text? 


CHAP. v. 


THE ANSWER. 


*WM HAT areweto do!“ ſhe replied, laugh- 
ing, © ſurely that can occaſion 92 
ow 
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How do other people of faſhion manage in the 
time of ſcarcity ? Let us follow their example 
and, by appearing more ſplendid than ever, give 
the world no room to make ill-natured remarks. 
It is only your poor ſpiritleſs beings that are pro- 
per objects of ridicule, who, afraid of their ſha- 
dows, renounce the appearance of affluence, 
when they no longer poſſeſs the reality; firſt 
drops one footman from behind the carriage, 
then a butler is miſſed at the ſide-board ; ſoon 
after, perhaps, the porter is diſlodged from his 
hall, and a trolloping maid- ſervant opens the 
door to tell us nobody isat home ! Nay more, I 
have myſelf known an inſtance, where a lady of 
this deſcription, before ſhe was haf ruined, fold 
her own four coach horſes, and now jobs only a 
pair. But theſe are rare inſtances; I cannot 
name many of them; I profeſs, that for one ſuch 


I will produce a hundred who, the poorer they 
are the better they live.“ 


Well, well,“ cried Sir Frederick, rather 
impatiently, “all this may be true; but money 
I want, and money I muſt have.” 


Lord!“ replied her ladyſhip, © I forgot to 
aſk if you had been with old Curry, and what he 
ſaid to you.” 


Vol. I. - & Said! 
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« Said !——why he too gave me a flat refuſal, 
though rather in more civil terms than that 
ſcoundrel, Bateman,” 


« Well, I proteſt I did not expect this of 
Curry ; I thought, though we had quarrelled 
with him, he would very willingly have done 
ſuch a little matter to oblige us; but never fear, 


for when I talk with them to morrow, my hopes 
are extremely ſanguine that I ſhall bring them 


both into a betrer temper.” 


6 To tell you the truth,” returned Sir Fre- 
derick, © I have no notion that either of them 
will ever be brought to a ſenſe of their incorri- 
ble impertinence, fo I think you had better let 
them alone ; ahd as they deny their conſent, I 
know an honeft Jew who may put us in tne way 
of doing the buſineſs, without their privity or 
approbation,” | 


% How monſtrous convenient!“ exclaimed 
I. ady Iſleworth. 


Sir Frederick ſhook his head—« Why yes,” 
ſaid he, * but it muſt be done to a great diſad- 
vantage 


D 


K 
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vantage, I ſhall not pocket more than one-fifth 
of its value.” 


« Piſh ! never mind that,” returned the lady, 
« we ſhall be weil off to have money, at any 
rate; one thouſand pounds now is, in my opi- 
nion, a thouſand degrees better than five times 
five when one has leſs occaſion for money. Po- 
fitively, at all events, we muſt not degrade our- 
ſelves 3 any fort of infringment on our preſent 
mode of living is abſolutely impoflible ! Can 
you cor.ceive the diſgrace which muſt be the 
conſequence of our condeſcending to the little 
pitiful practices of ſrugality ?* 


Her ladyſhip was thus preceeding, with 
ſtrongly marked energy of expreſſion, when the 
flood-gates of her eloquence ſuddenly, cloſed on 
a ſervant's coming into the room, who informed 
his maſter, that a perſon juſt arrived expreſs from 
Bath defired to ſee him, having buſineſs of im- 
portance to communicate, The admittance of 
this ſtranger was accordingly ordered; and Sir 
Frederick exclaimed, © I'll lay fifty pounds to a 
ſhilling my aunt Bridget is going to be trouble- 


ſom again.“ 


Ba « Well 
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„ Well, Sir,” ſeeing the man enter as he ſpoke 
the laſt word, © what is your important buſineſs 
with me? | 


Lam by profeſſion, Sir, an undertaker, and 
Juſt arrived from Bath, very humbly to offer you 
my ſervices.” 


„ I have no occaſion for your ſervices,” ſaid 
Sir Frederick, angrily. 


J am ſorry, very ſorry indeed, Sir, to find 
that you are already engaged; I thought I 
ſhould have been the firſt in my application; her 
ladyſhip's death was hardly known at Bath, and 
indeed I did think no body could have had the 
pleaſure of conveying the ſad tidings earlier than 
myſelf.” 


Ho, ho! I begin to underſtand you ſpeak 
out man—ls Lady Bridget dead ?—really and 
truly, abſolutely and bona fide dead? 


&« Alas! Sir,” cried the undertaker, length- 
ening his viſage, © it is a melancholy truth; and 
I was in hopes to have received the honour of 
your commands reſpecting her ladyſhip's inter- 
ment, 


« You 
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Lou Hall have them—you Hall have them, 
cried he in a tone of tranſport, © yes, you /ball 
have them, by G—!” 


Nothing can be more reaſonable,” added 
Lady Iſleworth, her eyes dancing with joy, © fo 
pray ſet about it immediately; you have very 
much obliged us by your diligence on this occa- 
ſion,” 


The undertaker's appearance anſwered to his 
proſe ton, He returned this condeſcending ac- 
knowledginent by a profound bow; and with a 
folemnity of count2r ande ſuitable to the ſubject, 
entered into a detail at how much coſt and trou- 
ble he ſupported a correſpondence in families of 
conſequence, by which means he had often the 
pleaſure of being the firft to convey news of an 
unexpected demiſe to the ſurviving relatives of 
the defunct; and ended with ſuppoſing, that her 
ladyſhip's remains were to be interred in the fa- 
mily vault. 


« What! carry her as far as Weſtmoreland?“ 
interrupted the Baronet, ** by no means, by no 
means, Mr. Sable ! the journey would be quite 
inconvenient ; ſhe never liked the country, or 
any of our family reſidences—no, . no, that will 
never do,” 


& Where 
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« Where then, Sir, would you be pleaſed t 
direct that her ladyſhip ſhould repoſe ?” 


« Why, I think the Abbey at Bath may do 
very well.” 


« Granted ?“ replied the Man of Death ** No 
doubt, Sir Frederick, your intentions are, that 
things ſhall be done handſomely ?” 


© Harkee, friend—as far as ye can make fifty 
pounds go in pageentry I will frank you—for 
any thing beyond that ſum 1 will not be anſwer- 
able.“ 


«© T preſume, Sir, that her ladyſhip is to be 
buried in lead, and fifty pounds would but barely 


enable me to put her into a deal ſhell,” 


„Well, well, that is your buſineſs and not 
mine; put her into a leaden coffin or a quart 
bottle, I ſhall aſk no queſtions about the matter, 
but the devil take me if I allow you more than 
fiſty pounds for the job.“ 


A loud knock at the door annouced the daun 
of a riotous night; the poor trader in death, 
creſt-fallen, and dej ected at the hard bargain Sir 
Frederick had driven, was haſtily diſmiſſed, and 
the merry mourners could not find time to con- 

gratulate 
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gratulate each other, before they were ſurround- 
ed by a little army of friends; all of whom were 
well diſpoſed to take a ſhare in their good for- 


Line, 


CHAP, VI. 


WHO SHE WAS. 


Lor Bridget Iſleworth was the fat indolent 
Dowager of Sir Frederick's uncle, to whoſe title 
and eſtates his father firſt and then himſelf had 
ſucceeded, in all about thirty years; a very long 
time, it muſt be acknowledged, for the payment 
of a heavy jointure ! Where is the calculator who 
would give a wife thirty years to run after the 
leaſe of her huſband's life had expired? or where 
the heir who would, without grumbling, have an- 
ſwered the unconſcionable claim of ſuch an ever- 
laſting old woman ? 


Sir Frederick, forced by a long, tedious, ſeries 
of experience, to confeſs that grumbling was 
neither pleaſant or profitable, hit on a better ex- 
pedient, and fo totally baniſhed from his inemory 
the lady and her demands on his eſtate, that ke 


never 
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never recollected either the one or the other, 
except when rouſed by the irreſiſtible calls, not 
of his own conſcience, but of her ladyſhip's 
lawyers : yet even theſe latter mementos, though 
extremely troubleſome, were often ſet at defiance, 
in ſo much that an overplus of two thouſand 
pounds remained in his hands, which all the di- 
ligence of law could not get out of them; one 
method only could have brought him to account, 
but Laly Bridget would have nothing to do with 
theriffs* officers. 


This reaſonable dowager ſa the impropriety 
of her living beyond the limits preſcribed by 
cuſtom. She had alſo ſome money of her own, 
with very few occaſions of uſing it, having ſur- 
vived the deſire of all forts of pleaſure, except 
that of ſmall play, which was neither expenſive 
or inconvenient. For theſe reaſons, though her 
application to Sir Frederick was regularly made 
half-yearly, he as regularly accepted, in lieu of 
her annuity, Ris civil excuſes ; and if ſhe had one 
quarter paid when five quarters were due, it was 
even more than ſhe expected. 


That part of the Iſleworth eftate appropriated 
to the uſes of Lady Bridget's fettl-ment, was the 
only unentailed part of the whole; beſides which 
advantage, it was fo firmly ſecured to its origi- 

nal 
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ral purpoſes, that though the preſent poſſeſſor had 
moved heaven and earth, Jew and Chriſtian, to 
burthen it, as all the reſt of his acres had been 


burthened, yet the thing was impoſſible. 


With what tranſports then muſt he have 
heard of the releaſe of his dear aunt, by which 
event his ſtill dearer eſtates were alſo releaſed. — 
If ſhe was gone no body could tell where, they 
might ſoon have followed, nobody knows how. 


By an unuſual clauſe in the marriage articles, 
it was whimſically provided, that the funeral ex- 
pences ſhould ariſe out of the jointured eſtate; 
but as no particular ſum was ſpecified for this oc- 
caſional compliment, it produced the ſingular ef- 
fect of engendering the very firſt idea of econo- 
my that had ever c oſſed the brain of Sir Frede- 
rick, which, however highly the prudent world 
may applaud it, was greatly reprobated by the 
noble minded undertaker, in whoſe opinion a 
handſome funeral compenſated for all forts of 
living evils; and to ſuch a flame was his reſent- 
ment worked up, by roflecting on the pitiful fifty 
pound jab, that when, on his arrival at Bath, his 
wife, with tears in her eyes, ranto tell him a great 
misfortune had happened, that he had been 133 
haity, for that Lady Bridget Iſleworth had only 
fallen down in a fit, and was come to life again, 
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inſtead of being diſcomforted, he ſnapped his 


fingers with the full force of exultation, and 


cried out, to the utter aſtoniſhment of his ſor- 
rowing help-mate, „I am glad of it —with ail 
my heart !” He then ſnatched up a pen, and ad- 


dreſſed the following laconic epiſtle to Sir Fre- 


derick : 


4 81R, 

« Pleaſe underſtand that I cannot have the 
« pleaſure of putting your worthy relation Lady 
« Bridget Iſleworth to repoſe; ffty pounds 
« would have done the thing with no fort cf 
« neatneſ but hoping to have future favours 
« of lite kind from H and family, I would not 
« have been off my bargain, if her ladyſhip had 
« not very unexpected.y come to life again !— 
Hope expences incurred will be conſidered on 
c next occaſton.— And am, Sir, your moſt duti- 
ful ſervant to command, : 


| JohN GINGERLY.,” 
« Sir Frederick Iſleworth.” 


Could Sir Frederick or my lady have ſur- 
miſed the misfortune that hung over their heads 
had they known, that whilit they gayly ſported 
in the ſanguine rays of expectation, the very 
foundation of theſe expectations would have fallen 
to the ground—what a ſombre complexion might 

ſuch 
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ſuch knowledge have caſt over the exhilirating 
amuſements of that evening, which they conſi- 
dered as the forerunner of wealth, or at leaſt a 
partial redemption from preſent difficulties ; but 
being in this inſtance the favourites of fortune, 
the mortifying intelligence that Lady Bridget 
was not yet ready to receive the funeral honours 
ſo prudently provided, did not reach town till 
after Sir Frederiek had got a purchaſer for that 
, part of his eſtate on which ſhe was jointured, 
YZ together with the ſum of one thouſand pounds in 
advance, before the deeds could be compleated, 
; | which were to convey the whole of this only 


unincumbered part of his property from himſclf 
and family for ever. 


4 ns > 
1 ei 
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CHAP. VII. 


PRELIMIN ARIES DISCUSSED. 


Tus gentleman who made this ſud den pur- - 
chaſe was no other than Mr. Curry : he had re- 
fuſed to give up the rights of a guardian, Because 
ſolemnly engaged never to relinquiſh them ;—it 
was a. promile drawn from him in the laſt mo- 
ments 
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ments of an expiring friend : Mr. Ludlow exact- 
ed the vow, and religion taught him to reſpect it. 


This obligation, when ſoberly explained to Sir 
Frederick, bore fo ſtrongly the figure of civil 
neceſſity, that he was not half io much diſplea- 
ſed as he had before been, with the rude denial 
of Bateman; he even condeſcended to ccaſult 
Curry on the emergency of his affairs, and com- 
plained ta him of his family expences, which 
the honeft well-meaning merchant had very 
wiſely adviſed him to retrench, 


But, that wiſdom is not aways vindicated of 
her children, there was a ftrong proof in the 
ſtubborn diſreliſn with which this wholeſome 
counſel was received by the Baronet, who cold- 
ly replied, 


There was no neceſfity that he ſhould cur- 
tail Lady Ifleworth of her domeſtic or ſocial en- 
joyments for the fake of a little reſent embar- 
raſſment, which would, in the courſe of nature, 
ſoon be done away; his old aunt could not live, 
for eve“, and at her death he ſhould ſell an ef- 
tate, the profits ariſing from the ſale of which 
would liquidate all his debts.” 


He might have ſaid, except thoſe contracted 
on annuities, which ſwallowed up four-fifchs of 
his 
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his income. But with theſe irredeemable incum- 
brances he never choſe to burthen his own 
thoughts, or intrude a liſt of them on the me- 
mory of his friends, having contracted none of 
theſe private bleſſings but on terms of fence, 
which it was not for the intereſt of his money- 
lending connections to break through, as long 
as their demands were punctually anſwered, 
which hitherto had been effected at the expence 
of honeſt tradeſmen, who admitt:d him into 
their books, with more faith than diſcretion, 


The converſation I have been alluding to 
happened on that memorabl= evening, when Sir 
Frederick waited on Mr. Curry, to coax or 
curſe him out of his guacdianihip z but finding 
neither likely to ſucceed, and fancying he faw 
ſomething in his benevolent countenance that 
ſeemed to ſay, I would ſerve you if I could, it is 
better, thought he, to make a friend than an 
enemy of this man, who, on ſome other occa- 
fron, may at leaft repleniſh my play-purſe with 
a brace of hundreds. In conformity to this con- 
venient opinion, he dropped the hauteur of a 
drawcanfir, and aſſumed the language of a ſup- 
pliant, praying for counſel at the ſhrine of expe- 


riznce. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Curry aſked him, < What he conceived to 
be the value of his Weſtmoreland eſtate, ſubject 
to the jointure of Lady Bridget?“ 


« Tt had been eſtimated,” he replied, “ at 
thirty thoufand pounds, and hoped it would at 
leaft produce him that ſum.” 


Before they parted, Curry defired Sir Frede- 


rick he might be conſulted on the purchaſe, 


whenever it was to be diſpcſed : © he wanted,” 
he ſaid, © a landed property in that county, ct 
courſe would give him more for an eſtate in 
ſuch good condition than any other perſon leis 
attached to the beauties of ſituation than him- 
ſelf.“ 


This requeſt gave our man of faſhion a ſort 
of negative pleaſure, without acting as an im- 
mediate ſopori fie on the ſhattered conſtitution of 
his deceaſed ſ-irits. The proſpect of touching 
fo conſiderable a ſum was pleaſant enough; but 
who could meaſure the diſtance between his ne- 
ceſſity and his affluence ? he had never indeed 
heard that any mortal, ſince the Antedeluvian 
age, could get to the ſummit of two hundred 
years, and then tug away for the third ; but if 
ſuch a ſturdy mortal was ever to exiſt again, he 

felt 
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felt himſelf fully perſuaded it would be his aunt 
Bridget. 


We have ſeen, after the conference had bro- 
ken up, with how heavy a heart Sir Frederick 
returned to his ſplendid home: we may alſo have 
perceived no bad ſpecimen of fortune's whimſi- 
cality, in the arrival of the undertaker, Mr. John 
Gingerly, with gla./ tidings from Bath, and the 
forrowful ones which awaited his return thither ; 
and now we have only, if you pleaſe to beftow 
our comments on our hero's good luck, which 
carried him to cloſe the bargain for his Weſt- 
mort land eſtate with Mr. Corry, at an early hour 


the next morning, before the letters were deli- 
vered. 


Having agreed to ſcll and buy at the rate of 
twenty-five years purchaſe, one tho: ſind pounds 
earneft money „ere depcfited in he hands of 
the thrice happy {uanderer, who immediately 
flew to the hui: af his friend Captain Jerry 
Snug, and toiled into the Jap of his expetting 
lady a moiety of the new acquired treaſute, for 
which his word was before engaged; nur did 
he take any perſonal ſecurity for this Yum, or 
other loans made in the fame W, bit fuch as 
Captain Snug rendered valid by a full aud hear- 
ty concurrence. 
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Theſe two viſits, the one of buſineſs, the 
other of pleaſure, being finiſh?d much to the ſa- 
tisfaction of Sir Frederick, he haſtily drew out 
his watch—found it was paſt his hour of dreſſing 
—exacted a promiſe from Mrs. Snug that ſhe 
would ſhew he:ſelf at his wife's next aſſembly 
took a haity, but tender adieu—knocked at the 
library door, as he paſſed down ſtairs, to let the 
complaiſant huſband know he was retiring—and 


| haftened home to make Lady Iſleworth a ſharer 
in his good humour. 


CHAP. VIII. 


THE. FORTITUBE OF A FINE LADY, 


SIR FREDEKICE had this morning gone 
out on foot, Which was often his cuſtom, when 
he bent his ſteps towards the magnet of his in- 
clinations—for this good reaſon, that ſervants 
have eyes and ears, and wives have curioſity. 


Juſt as he reached his houſe, buſied in a pro- 


found reverie on the ꝝſe oi r..cney, and the faſ- 
cinatio of beauty, my lady's footman ruſhed out 
at the door—his face bore in it all the buſtle of 
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difpatch—he had no hat on his head—and in the 
violence of his haſte he ran againſt his maſter, 
whoſe eyes were turned on the pavement, and 
would have laid him low, if the Baronet, rouſ- 
ed by ſo rude a ſhock, had not ſt himſelf in a 
poſture of defence; but, perceiving the danger 
proceeded from one of his own domeſtics, with 
a curſe and a blow, he demanded the occaſion of 
his hurry; when he learned, that the mate of 
his boſom was dying, that the terrified ſervant 
was running to fetch the doctor 


Sir Frederick neither retarded or forwarded 
the haſte of the meſſenger, but walked on to his 
apartment, with his thoughts rather fixed on a 
lively miſtreſi than an expiring wife, 


Soberly he fat him ſelf down on a chair—ſo- 
berly pulled his bell—and, on the appearance of 
his valet, as ſoberly enquired if his fon Arthur 
was come back from Newmarket ? 


« No,” was the reply: but before he could 
aſk after the health of Lady Iſleworth, if he 


had any ſuch intentions, his eldeſt daughter 


Clarifla burſt into the room, and, half ſuffoca- 
ted with her tears, cried out, Oh! papa, what 
can be the matter with mama ?—ſhe is dying 
—ſhe is dying !—pray come to her this mo- 
ment.“ 
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ment.” She ſnatched his hand, and dragged 
him reluctantly enough to the ſick chamber. 


Stretched on a ſopha lay Lady Iſleworth, in 


ſtrong hyſterics, alternately ſcreaming, laughing, 


and wr ting her delicate form into a thouſand 
groteſq: figures, as if ſhe had been under the 
immediaic influence of witchcraft, 


Clarif, threw herſelf by the fide of her mo- 
ther, and .:1Jeavoured to keep her head f{teadv, 
whilſt Sir Frederick, advancing with as much 
decent me ancholy as his happy ſtate of mind 
could lend io accommodate his countenance, took 
up one ct her Jadyſhip's hands, when, behold, 
his curic::ty was awakened by ſomething which, 
ſhe graſped fo ſaſt, that to unlooſe her hold coſt 


him infinite pains and many ſtruggles ; but at 


ength the taſk was accompliſhed, when he be- 
came poſſeſſed of a paper, as the reward of his 
exertions, the contents of which, as his eager 
eyes ran them over, had nearly reduced him to 
the ſame fituation as the dying lady, being no 
other than Mr, John Gingerly's letter to an- 
nounce the reſurrection of Lady Bridget Ifle- 
worth | 


It was many hours before this deplorable cou-. 


ple recovered their uſual ſpirits, or even their 


very. 
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very ſmall portion of common ſenſe. Yet the 
wife's fit of ſpleen was ſhiken off ſooner than 
the huſband's chagrin ; and being fit company 
only for themſelves, every body elſe was diſmiſſed 
from the apartment, whilſt, by a fort of tacit 
conſent, they continued together, deviſing on 
ways and means to extricate themſelves from the 
dific ulties that involved them. 


Lady Iſleworth lifted her head from the arm 
of the ſopha on which it was before recliued, and 
ſitting up in an ere& poſture, ſighed from the 
very bottom of her diſconſolate heart—Sir Fre- 
derick walked up and down the room, medita- 
ting with a vacant countenance, on their mutual. 
diſappointment—her ladyſhip was the fiſt to 
break this awful ſilence. 


„ What is to be done?” —fſhe aſked, - 
„What ſhall we do?“ | 


Sir Frederick ſtopp-d ſhort—ftared her full in 
the face—but anſwered not; when ſhe again re- 
peated her queſtion, with this addition, “My 
dear, Sir Frederick, what ſhall we do?“ 


Common politeneſs now obliged him to an- 
ſwer her exclamation, and he replied—* Go to 
the devil! I don't know any fborter way out of 
our 
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our perplexities. I have engaged to fell the 
Weſtmoreland eftate this morning, and have re- 
ceived a thouſand pounds earneſt.“ 


% Charming!“ cried out his tranſported wife 


e but why did you not tell me this gocd news 


ſooner ? A thouſand pounds is better than no- 
thing—it will enable us to fulfill all our preſcxt 
engagements! Pray give me five hundred of it 


this moment—you know we have promiſed 
Clariſſa a ball—her eſtabliſhment depends, I am 
convinced it does, on her appearance that night ! 
Lord Clarence has given broad hints already, 
I am ſure he will make propoſals the very next 
morning. 


Not fo faſt,” dryly interrupted the Baronet, 
„ have no five hundred pounds, curſe the old 
woman |! to beſtow on chances or puppet fhrws.” 


« Why, what then have you done, with the 
money ? Did you not tell me this moment you 
had received a thouſand pounds earneft for your 
Weſtmoreland eſtate? 


« Suppoſe have, what is your wiſe conclu- 
ſion even if I was really in poſſeſſion of the whole 
ſum ?”? 


& Confaund 
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« Confourd your propoſition half is already 
paid to tradeſmen, as a prop to their patience, and 
now I muſt raiſe that again to pay back the de- 
polit—Of all the miſchief that could befall me, 
Lady Bridget's riſing before the day of judgment 


is the greateſt !” 


« Put, Sir Frederick, why was you ſo prema- 
ture, to pay your dirty trades-people before our 
own neceſſities were ſuypiicd f”” 


He whiſtled, to luli his concience, rather than 


brave its checks, by confirming the untruth he 
had advanced. 


« Surely it was mightily ill- judged,“ purſued 
ſhe ; „ but, as five hundred is ſaved out of the 
wreck, let me have two hundred and fifty, 
which, with go:4 management and the new cre- 
dit we mut have gained by paving theſe people 


may enable us to be decent, though not magniſi- 


cent. 


« You are enough to provoke the patience of 
Job,” thundered out the Baronet, © have I not 
told you I mut pay back the whole ſum to 
Curry—it was he that bargained for my eftate— * 
and I know but one way to raiſe it—you have 
jewels, madam, and I have debts, are you willing 

| to 
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to part with the one that the other may be re- 
deemed ? 


« Willing?” cried her ladyſhip, heſitating, and 
pauſing as ſhe ſpoke, Willing Ves, to be 
ſure; I am perfectly willing to oblige you in any 
thing—that is to ſay, in any thing within my 
reach but what you propoſe is impoſſible; for 
indeed, my dear, you have been ſo negligent in 
the payment of my pin-money, that my jewels 
are long ago all converted into paffe /—Nay, 
don't fret about it (for now his rage was no lon- 
ger to be reſtrained, and he ſtamped with the 


fury of a madman).—l think myſelf as well dref- 


ſed in the fadow as in the ſulſtance, continued 
ſhe; and was proceeding with her uſual volubili- 
ty, when the door ſuddenly flew open, and in 
bounced their ſon Arthur, leading a handſome, 
lively, bold-looking young woman, whom Lady 
Iſleworth received into her expanded arms, with 
an exclamation of joyful ſurpriſe, by the ſtile and 
title of her © Dear, dear Lady Ann Orford !”? 


« My dear Lady Ann!” was alfo repeated 
by Sir Frederick with equal cordiality, whillt 
her ladyſhip only replied to theſe ſpontaneous 
marks of fondneſs by a loud laugh, in which ſhe 
was joined by Arthur, who, as ſoon as he could 
articulate, wonderfully aſtouilhed them, by pre- 

preſenting 
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ſenting their unexpected vifitor, not as Lady Ann 
Orford, but as Lady A. Iſle worth. 


« Indced !” ſaid ſac, ſe:iug her new papa and 
mama with a flag of incredu! ty hoiſted on their 
countenances, „ inderd what ine etch tells you 
is too true! Do you know, tat iaſtead af run- 
ning at Newmarket, he came o the 777!derneſs 
to run away with me, whether I would or no.— 
We have actually been before the blackſmith, 
who put on our fetters ſo tight, that, heaven help 
us ! I fear we ſhall find it hard to get rid of 
them.“ a 


This decided declaration on the lady's part 
diſtanced every doubt; Sic Frederick and Lady 
Ils worth renewed their careſſes - their endear- 
ments were in proportion to the acres of this re- 
puted heireſs. And now the old aunt— the 
Weſtmoreland eſtate the thouſand pounds 
the falſe je wels — with all their other various 
crofles, vaniſhed before the ſplendid alliance of 
their ſon Arthur, whoſe real fituation we ſhall 
diſcloſe in the next chapter, 


> 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 


INTREPID LOVE. 


Axravk ISLEWORTH was a chip of 


the old block; he knew every body but himſelf, 
and loved every thing that did at promote his 
intereſt ; he inherited all the /zn/e of his father, 
with all the propen/ities of his mother, yet had 
never been remarked for his talents or his fruga- 
lity—but for a handſome pair of eyes and regu- 
lar features he had pretenſions not to be diſ- 
puted ; theſe procured him a ready paſſport into 
the hearts of almoſt every female who looked on 
the dangerous creature; a preſumptuous experi- 
ment ! which, if the Scandalous Chronicle can be 
credited, has coſt a dozen of them, at leaſt, the 
trifling price of their whole little ſtock of chaſtity. 


Lady Ann Orford, the only child of Lord 
Benvour, did not gaze on the charms of Arthur 
with impunity : ſhe had ſeen him three times, and 
danced with him once. The flame which was 
lighted in theſe tranfient interviews nothing but 
matrimony could quench. 


At firſt he appeared inſenſible to the advan- 
tage of his conqueſt, and would probably have 
Con- 
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continued ſo to the end of time, his attention being 
divided by a multiplicity of beauties contending 
for his notice, but for the lady's own ingenuity, 
who ſoon got acquainted with his mother. 
Now, whatever faults may be laid to the pre- 


ſent times, that of maiden ſhyneſs is not to be 


numbered amongſt them: ſo the love- ſick dame 
of quality let her new friend into the affairs of 
her heart, and Lady Iſleworth ſaw the connec - 
tion in a mighty favourable point of view. 


With ſome difficulty, at laſt ſhe beat it into 
the head of her darling fon, that he could not do 
better than offer himſelf to Lady Ann's accep- 
tance. Ihe facrifice was accordingly made, 
with more archneſs than ardour ; and accepted, 


Sir Frederick waited on Lord Benvour with 
propoſals : but Lord Benvour had other views 
for his daughter, and gave the Baronet's applica- 
tion a decided negative. Hard words paſſed 
between them; they parted in all the bitterneſs 
of wrath. 


The next day Lady Ann was forcibly taken 
to the country, and her ſapient lover thought no 
more of the matter. Not fo her intriguing lady- 
ſhip: a tender billet reached his hands in a few 

Vos. I. C days 
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days after her ſecluſion, inviting his attendance 
in the neighbourhood of her father's houſe, from 
whence ſhe would find a way, ſhe aſſured him, 
to make her elopement, in defiance of locks, 
bolts, and duennas. 


He obeyed the ſummons, having nothing elſe 
to do on the day ſhe propoſed meeting him. 
Accordingly he ſet out for the Wilderneſs ; but 
did not let his fawily into the ſecret, merely that 
they might not laugh at him, if his ſcheme of 
carrying off the lady ſhould prove unſucceſsful ; 
he therefore made them believe he was going to 
viſit his fud, which he had ſent to Newmarket, 
to be ready fot the next week's ſport. 


Having once embarked, he made ſuch diſ- 
patch, that at the end of eight days we ſee him 
returned to the arms of his tranſported parents, 
with an additional rib to thoſe with which 
nature had provided him. So now let us leave 
them, exulting in their new acquired felicity, and 
take ſome other branches of this wonder working 
but not fingular family. 
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CHAP. X. 


CLARISSA ISLEWORTH. 


CARSS A- appearance in this uncertain 
world, which ſome think a very charming one, 
whilſt others call it a vale of miſery and ſha- 
dows, was announced eleven months after the 
firſt exhibition of her brother Arthur. Mr. 
Curry had taken upon him to anſwer for her at 
the holy font, that ſhe ſhould be taught the 
Lord's prayer and ten commandments, like other 
Chriſtian children; but finding, at the age of fix 

that ſhe could not repeat a word of either, 
8 too much honour to renounce 
the duties for which he had made himſelf re- 
ſponſible; and at the joint requeſt of his amiable 
wife, the young lady was readily conſigned to 
their charge, becauſe ſhe ſhould be out of the 
way, and becauſe the good people to whom ſhe 
was intruſted had no children of their own; fo 
that even the wiſdom of Sir Frederick and Lady 
Iſleworth was ſufficient to inſtruct them that no 
body carries their riches with them to another 
world, and that ſome body muſt inherit them in 


C 2 Placed 


52 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


Placed under the auſpices of her new pro- 
tectors, Miſs Iſleworth made rapid progreſs, not 
only in Chriſtian but all other knowledge; and 
at thirteen we may venture to pronounce her a 
very amiable, a very beautiful, and a very ac- 
compliſhed girl. When ſhe had attained this 
critical period, Mrs. Curry was called upon to 
render up the volume of her life, on the pages 
of which were written the actions of forty years, 
in characters ſo pure from ſtains, ſo glowing 
with charity in all its figurative lovelineſs, as can 
leave no doubts on the mind of the reader, but 
that her accounts were paſſed with applauſe at 
the bar of heaven. 


It would be ſuperfluous to fay, that the filial 
endearments of a child ſo engaging as Clariſſa 
had very much intereſted the heart and affections 
of Mr. Curry; he had aſſiſted to cultivate the 
flowers of her mind, and to eradicate, as much 
as lay within the compaſs of his ſkill, the per- 
nicious weeds of conſtitutional foibles. But na- 
ture is a cunning gardener; her ſeeds of original 
fin ſhe ſows deep, and their roots are ſtubborn 
Amongſt all the good qualities of his young 
charge, this plain worthy man could not fail to 
perceive a little daſh of coquetry, and a great 
paſſion for ſhew. At theſe evils he had been 


tugging 
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tugging ſeven years, tearing them up by the 
branches, but leaving the root in vigour. 


On the death of Mrs. Curry, Sir Frederick 
and Lady Iſle worth came to reclaim their daugh- 
ter: the generous guardian wept with agony to 
part with his darling, but could find no pretence 
for detaining her, having no longer a female in- 
fpectreſs to direct her conduct. So great was 
his forrow, that when he ſaw the carriage which 
conveyed her from him turn from the door, and 
felt his cheeks yet wet with her tears, he cried 
out, claſping his hands together, All that I 
loved in life is taken from me, and I have no- 
thing more to loſe !”? 


After the firſt burſt of grief had ſubſided, 
which the grateful heart of Clariſſa naturally ex- 
perienced, on being finally ſeparated from thoſe 

indulgent friends who, for ſo many years, ſeemed 
only to exiſt in her pleaſures, happineſs, and im- 
provement, ſhe began to conſider her parents in 
a more favourable light than ſhe at firſt beheld 
them; ſhe thought her father very good hu- 
moured, and her mother one of the fineſt dreſſed 
ladies ſhe had ever ſeen. 


Whilſt under the care of Mr. and Mrs. 
Curry ſhe ſaw them but ſeldom, and then only 
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in diſhabile, at one or other of their houſes ; but 
on the day when they came to fetch her away to 
reſide with them, they appeared with all the ad- 
vantages that riches could diſplay. 


| They were bound that evening firſt for the 
opera, and afterwards to ſup at Lady Hartford's, 
and from thence to the maſquerade in a ſelect 


party of gipſeys, whoſe habits awaited them at 
the houle of her ladyſhip. 


Lady Iſleworth gave notice to Mr. Curry of 
her intentions to call for his beloved charge at 
ten, and to treat her with a peep at the opera, 


that ſhe might not be moped to death with me- 
lancholy on her change of habitation. 


« You are a lovely creature, my dear,” faid 
this ſenſible mother, as ſhe fat gazing on Cla- 
riſſa's cherub face, who was placed oppoſite to 
her in the carriage, you are indeed a very 
charming girl! Don't you think ſo, Sir Frede- 
rick ?” 


& She will do very well,” replied the Baro- 
net, with more admiration in the expreſſion of 


-his countenance than there appeared to be ap- 


probation in his words, “and if ſhe holds up 
her head, and forgets every thing but her obe- 
dience 
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dience to us, we ſhall have no reaſon to be 
aſhamed of her.” 


Clariſſa's little heart bounded with joy at 
theſe, and many other proofs of her parents 
folly, conſidered by her as tokens only of their 
fondneſs; and when ſhe lightly followed the 
footiteps of her mother into the opera-houſe, 
which happened to be exceedingly crowded, 
every eye was fixed on the intereſting figure be- 
fore them. 


A handſome youth, who had taken his poſt in 
the pit vis-a-vis to Lady Iſleworth's box, cried 
out to an elderly gentleman who ſat next him, 
« What a phenomenon! Modeſty has united 
with vivacity, and ſenſibility joined itſelf to in- 
fantine grace, in forming that adorable creature.” 


Many more ſuch ſpeeches, fiom different 
quarters, reached the ears of the delighted beauty, 
and increaſed the animation of thoſe delicate 
bluſhes which were before ſufficiently becom- 
ing. 


The exultation of Sir Frederick and Lady 
Iſleworth at the univerſal gaze their daughter 
attracted, produced, before one act of the piece 
was over, with their uſual ſagacity, this deter- 


* - 
* * PE... SY 


55 FASHIONABLE INVOLYEMENTS. 


mination, that, young as ſhe was, the beautiful 
creature ſhould be preſented the following win- 
ter; becauſe, they obſerved, ſhe never could alter 
for the better, but muſt change for the worſe.— 
Belides, they foreſaw about that time there would 
be a plentiful harveſt of young heirs who muſt 
be provided for, and theſe girls who are not early 
in the field can have no chance of reaping to 
their advantage. 


This was Lady Iſleworth's obſervation, But, 
why do I fay fo? I ſhould never forgive the 
reader who could ſuppoſe it to be my own, 


Clariſſa, though but thirteen, anticipated in 
her growth the appearance of ſixteen: her face 
and form, had they been moulded in wax, would 
have crowned the artiſt with immortal glory, as 
well for exactitude of proportion as beauty of co- 


Her dreſs, this evening of her firſt and 
early exhibition on the ſtage of the world, was 
a frock of clear muſlin, ſ:tting off her figure to 
the beſt advantage; a black ſaſh, worn in com- 
memoration of the affecting accident by which 
ſhe was ſeparated from the friends of her infan- 
cy, incircled her flender waiſt ; her ſnowy boſom, 
ſhaded only by a lawn tucker, often heaved the 

ſigh 
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ſigh of recollection to that melancholy event; 
nor could the magic of adulation repreſs the ſame 
ſentiment from ſometimes clouding her illumined 
countenance with momentary ſadneſs, which, in- 
ſtead of defacing a fingle charm, gave to its ex- 
preſſion all the graces of variety: ſhe wore no 
ornament on her head, except what nature had 
beſtowed, whoſe bounty might be called prodiga- 
litxz—ſo unſparingly did ſhe laviſh the fineſt au- 
burn treſſes in the world that they fell below the 
waiſt in wild profuſion, and in part concealed a 
forehead unequalled in ſymmetry, unrivalled in 
whiteneſs; all the milder virtues revelled in her 
foft blue eyes; and envy herſelf, had ſhe ever been 
known to ſpeak truth, might have acknowledged, 
that every particular feature had its commiſſion - 
for the deſtruction of mankind. 


At the end of the ſecond act, in the middle of 
a pathetic ſong, once the favourite of Mrs. Cur- 
ry, Clariſſa, overpowered by the tender feelings 
of retroſpection, and too young to know any 
thing of that fafhionable fortitude which is a de- 
clared enemy to all forts of grief, but what may 
owe its fource to the deſertion of a lover or the 
death of a Jap-dog, felt inclined to ſhed tears, 
and ſhed them ſo freely, that her mortified pa- 
rents hurried her out cf the houſe, covered with 
confuſion at her childith behaviour.” © She 
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* ought to have known better,” remarked Lady 
* 4, Iſle worth; © it is entirely owing to theſe dowdy 
MY people, who have brought her up, and beat ſen- 
timent into her head unmixed with politeneſs.” 


At the door of her father's houſe the poor 
diſgraced girl was bid to go to the nurſery, 
from which ſhe would no more be taken till 
ſhe knew how to conduct herſelf in the circle of 
faſhion. 


Madame Finette, a French governeſs, be- 
ing ſummoned, Clariſſa was committed to her 
care, who conducted her to an apartment known 
CF by the appellation of the lecture room, becauſe 
it was here that every child in the family rode 
their own hobby-horſe, taking their lectures, as 
they did their ſweetmeats, juſt as inclination di- 
2 rected, by which means they were not very 
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4 likely to be cloyed with either. 
b In their way to that ſcholaſtic repoſitory, - 


Madame Finette was afked by Clariſſa how long 
her brothers and fiſters had been in bed? for, 
be it here mentioned, there had tumbled into 
this ill-conducted houſe no leſs than fix younger 
children, who were all deſtined to ſcramble for 
education and fortunes as well as they could. 
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« I ſhould ſuppoſe,” ſaid Miſs Iſleworth, © at 
fo late an hour I can have no chance of ſeeing 
them to-night?” 


« You will ſee them this moment, replied 
the governeſs, for your ſiſter Matilda has a 
cold and fever, and your mama indulges all the 
reſt to fit by her bed-ſide till twelve, and amuſe 
the poor child with a game at cards.” 


Clariſſa lifted up her eyes, but ſaid nothing 
though perhaps ſhe was drawing a filent com- 
pariſon between her real and adopted mothers? 


management of young people. 


They paſſed from the ſchool-room into the 
ſick chamber, where the little invalid, with a 
handkerchief bound round her forehead, lay 
ftretched on the bed, with all her cloaths on, 
becauſe ſhe did not chuſe they ſhould be taken 
off till her companions were put to reſt alſo. 
Clariſſa, having fondly received and returned 
their careſſes, very ſoon prevailed on the dimi- 
nutive party to retire: ſhe continued half an 
hour at the fide of Matilda's pillow, then left it 
for her own, firſt ſubmitting to the cuſtom in 
which ſhe had been trained, of thankfulneſs to 
her Creator for paſt, and imploring his future 
protection. 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


ROSES HAVE THEIR THORNS AND VIRTUES 
HAVE THEIR SHADOWS. 


N HAT were Clariffa's foibles ? 


Too large a ſhare of conſtitutional vivacity— 
tos little inclination to take the trouble of think- 
ing—a too great deſire to create admiration— 
and a diſpoſition t99 much addicted to what is 
commonly ſtiled romantic, but to which, with 
permiſſion, I would give a foftewepithet ; I would 
call it the effuſion of tenderneſs, at leaſt when 
ſpringing from a mind ſo well-diſpoſed as Miſs 
Iſleworth's. We know of no other foibles; 
and theſe certainly are dangerous enough to a 


- young woman, dragged into the world before 


ſhe can poſſibly have formed any idea of the be- 
ings which compoſe it: and if theſe errors of na- 
ture ripened to greater perfection in the hot-bed 
of diſſipation than they would have arrived at 
under the careful eye of her late guardians, we 
may be grieved but muſt not be surprised at 
their progreſs. 


Sir 


.- - _ 
- . 
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Sir Frederick and Lady Iſleworth, for ſeveral 
weeks ſaw no more of their eldeſt daughter, af- 
ter having ſecured her under the paternal roof; 
becauſe, on the ſelf ſame evening, formed a par- 
ty of pleaſure for the Iſle of Wight, and ſet off 
the next morning without thinking on Clariſſa, 
or enquiring what was become of the poor lit- 
tle complaining Matilda, but left them both, 
with the reſt of their infant troop, to repoſe 
for ſafety on Providence and the houſehold apo- 


thecary. 


There are moments of temptatron to the youth- 
ful imagination, when the early leſſons of wif- 
dom, however deeply*implanted, may be for- 
gotten, but it is ſeldom that they can be en- 
tirely eradicated, unleſs the head and heart ſhould 
happen to be irreconcileable variance with rea- 


ſon and goodneſs. 


Had Mr. Curry ſeen Clarifla enter the opera- 
houſe—beheld with what eagerneſs ſhe caught 
the flying ſounds of encircling admiration—wit- 
neſſed the tranſports that fluſhed her cheeks and 
ſparkled her eyes, he would have cried out, 
« The foundation I have laid on is ſhaken, and 
the whole edifice muſt fall to the ground] 


Yet the following day, had he contemplated 
her in the act of conveying thoſe inſtructions to 
others 
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others which ſhe had learned from himſelf —had' 
he ſeen her in the nurſery, ſurrounded by her 
liſping brothers and fiff::rs, hearing them read 
their catechiſms, and teaching them to ſay their 
prayers, which being a new exerciſe, ſeemed to 
delight them as much as any other novelty; had 
he heard her preaching to them the pleaſures of 
application and the diſgrace of idleneſs,—then 
would he have rejoiced in his amiable pupil— 
then would he have exclaimed, « This good girl 
never can be ſeduced by the prevalence of example.”” 


Enough at preſent of Clariſſa, and the little 
brood of untaught urchins who claimed her cares 
and divided her affections; we now turn back 
to a breakfaſt ſcene, ſucceeding that day when 
Arthur, by bringing an unportioned wife into 
the family, ſeemed to have completed its deſtruc- 
tion, 


There were aſſembled round the table of this 
elegant repaſt, oftentatiouſly decorated by plate 
unclean and china ill paired, Sir Frederick Iſle- 
worth, with a doubting countenance, in which 
ſatisfaction would have ſhone predominant, had 
there been no- difference whether a man married 
2 wife with or without the conſent of her father; 
Lady Iſle worth, happy, becauſe her happineſs 


was unalloyed by reflection —ſupremely * 
that 


- 


0 


* * 
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that ſhe could addreſs a daughter-in-law by the 
high-ſounding titles of Lady Ann, and your La- 
dyſhip ;—the bridegroom, paying little attention 
to any body, or any thing, except himſelf, his 
tea, his bread, and his butter the bride,. 
highly rouged, trying nct to look confident; 
whilſt Clariſſa, like modeſty perſonified, but pale 

and dejected, cloſed the family circle. ee 


Arthur, faid Sir Frederick, in a tone half 
pleaſed half ſerious, © the honour this lady has 
done us, by uniting herſelf to our houſe, muſt 
make us active to deferve it. | 


« Damn the tea!” cried Arthur, who had 
burnt his mouth at the beginning of his father's 
flowery conception: © Clariſſa, why did you 


give it me ſo confounded hot? 


* It is your own fault,” faid Lady Ann; 
*are you not of age to know what will do you 
good or what will do you harm? 


„ That is as it may happen.” retorted he, 
ſulkily; and, pouring out the tea into his fau- 
cer, he remained ſilent. 


« Poh ! what a ſpoiled child you are !” faid 
| his 
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his mother, fondly tapping his cheek, © I hope 
Lady Ann will not indulge you as I have done.” 


Indeed, Madam, I ſhall never endanger his 
humour by any ſuch trials,” ſhe replied, © for it 
has, and ever will be my opinion, that men were 
formed to be our flaves, and not our mafters.— 
Ara I right, Arthur:?“ 


« No, by G—;” replied he, © but, right 


or wrong, the thing is done, and we muſt make 


the beſt of it.” 


The thread of Sir Frederick's fine ſpun com- 
pliment had been broken, and he ſeized upon 
this occaſion to reunite it. 


Make the beſt of it!“ he repeated, Why 
ſurely, Arthur, ſuch a fate as your's can ſtand 
in no need of philoſophy, unleſs it be to teach 
you moderation, in ſupporting your felicity in 
being huſband to the beautiful daughter and ſue 
heirefs of Lord Benvour.” 


They both burſt into a loud laugh. ©« Oh, 
Lord!” cried Lady Ann, „ my beauty may 
ſtand the teſt; but, as to my money, I poſi- 
tively never expect a ſingle ſhilling from my fa- 
ther! he is one of the moſt unreaſonable ola 


Drazes 
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Nuizes you ever met with: here I am, and you 
mult do with me as you can.” 


„Well, my dear,” replied Lady Iſleworth, 
delighting in the wit of her new relation, «© we 
thall with pleaſure provide you an eſtabliſhment 
not unworthy your birth and accompliſhment.” 


Sir Frederick ftared—Arthur whiſtled—Lady 
Ann ſmiled—and Clariſſa bluſhed, from a con- 
ſciouſneſs, no doubt, of her mother's total ina- 
bility to perform, even in little, what ſhe had 


promiſed ſo largely. 


« Pray, Arthur, have you and Lady Ann," 
aſked Sir Frederick, & written to my Lord on 
the ſubject of your marriage; it has now taken 
place fix days, and I ſhould hope you have not 
neglected fo neceſſary a duty.” 


« O yes,” replied her ladyſhip, © we have 
written I aſſure you.” 


« Well, and what does he fay?” aſked the 
Baronet, eagerly. 


* Oh!” cried her unembarraſſed ladyſhip, 
« that queſtion has put me in mind of the moſt 
comical ſtory you ever heard in your life; be- 
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fades, it is fo applicable, you muſt all-w me to 
repeat it: An old nurſe, dandling on her knee 
a poor little ſqualling brat juſt popped into the 
world, aſked it a thouſand nonſenſical queſtions, 
among the reſt, what they had given it to eat ? 
The babe of courſe ſaid nothing. So ſome wit 
ſent it about for a miracle, that when nurſe aſk- 
ed the queſtion, the child anſwered Nothing at 
all. Now, you cannot think how many fools 
I have made on the foundation of this jeſt ; 
but I only tell it you as being exactly my fa- 
ther's anſwer to the mournful ditty of repen- 
tance, duty, and all that, which Arthur and I 
ſent him, as ſoon as the blackſmith parſon had 
converted two ideots into one fool 


The ſtory having ended with a violent fit of 
laughter, Lady Iſleworth again declared her ap- 
probation of Lady Ann's talents for humour; 
and indeed it was the only quarter through 


which it was poſſible ſhe could receive applauſe : 


Sir Frederick was ſtruck dumb: Mr. Iſleworth 
continued looking at ſome memorandums he had 
noted down on a Newmarket calendar, of courſe 
did not attend either to the tale or to the relater. 
As to Clariſſa, her eyes were fixed on her fa- 
ther, with that pity-moving expreſſion as if ſhe 
would have faid, « Alas! Sir, I am ſure you 
are unhappy.” 


Lady 
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Lady Iſleworth, ſeeing every face but her 
own and Lady Ann's dreſſed in the unbecoming 
mode of conſideration, began to complain of 
the diſagreeable effects which the dilappoint- 
ment of Lady Bridget's revival to life had left 
on her ſpirits; and begged, if her huſband did 
not defire to ſee her again reduced to the ſame 
extremity from which ſhe had ſo lately recover- 
ed, all serious ſubjects might at preſent be diſ- 
miſſed; © beſides, I muſt go,” faid ſhe, © to 
Maro, my upholſterer, and order furniture for 
Lady Ann Ifleworth's apartment: indeed I am 
petrified with ſhame that ſhe ſhould have paſſed 
the night in a place ſo ill- fitted for her reception.” 


CHAP. XII 


PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION. 


Bees the certain advantages which this 
houſe of faſhion enjoyed, by engrafting a noble 
branch on the ſtock of their own gentility, 
there were other honours, other emoluments, not 
quite fo certain, but which afforded, in contem- 
plation, a great deal of matter for hope to build on. 


The 
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The imagination of projectors, ſuch projec- 
tors as Sir Frederick and Lady Ifleworth, may 
be compared to a ſhallow ſt ream, on whoſe bo- 
ſom is continually floating a ſucceſſion of green 
leaves, golden-coloured ftraws, and fiiver co- 
loured feathers, which cheat the eyes of a fool, 
but engages not the attention of a wiſe man. 


Years had this contriving pair been planning 
matches for Clariſſa, which fomething or other 
always happened to interrupt. As to the young, 
lady herſelf, who, as ſhe grew in ſtature, beau- 
ty, and ſweetneſs, became the idol of all the 
young men about town—to her neither their pa- 
rents or guardians could have framed any reaſon- 
able objection ; but there was a fatal rock, not 
to be hid from the eyes of any body % blind 
than a man whom love has effectually hoed- 
winked; and ſuch objects are ſeldom let to wan- 
der alone; ſome experienced guide generally at- 
tends their footſteps, to point out the ſhoals and 
quickſands of poverty, the traces of which it 
was impoſſible ſhould be concealed, by any arti- 
fice, from peeping out in the ſhattered finances 
of the Iſleworth family. 


Lord Clarence, two winters preceding the 
commencement of my hiſtory, faw and admired 
Clariſſa, Many things were in favour of this 
match, 
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match, with only ane againſt it—he was an earl, 
he was rich, he was independent, but he was 
already married; and whether it happened that 
he did not chuſe to adopt the preſent mode of en- 
gaging one wife to fill the place of another, be- 
fore that other has vacated, or whether he ſaw in 
the modeſt mein of Mifs Iſleworth that any pro- 
poſition of the fort would be received with the 
ſcorn and contempt it would have merited, he 
refrained from declaring his paſſion; and, to 
avoid temptation, took his invalid cara ſposa in- 
to the country, from whence he no more return- 
ed until he had ſeen his counteſs decently inter- 
red; and whiled away the firſt ſolitary months 
of widowhood, not in ſhedding hypocritical 
tears over her aſhes, but in counting the weeks, 
the days, the hours, when with propriety he 


might go back to town and offer himſelf to the 


acceptance of Clariſſa, whoſe lovely. image ac- 
companied his imagination 8 all its flights. 

It would be too much to ſay he came, he 
ſaw, he conquered; yet he did come, he did 5ee, 
but the conqueſt remained doubtful, 


By Sir Frederick and Lady Iſle worth his 


lordſhip was received as a blefling leaſt expected, 


and at a time the moſt acceptable; not that he 
had opened the ſiege in form; however, it muſt 
e 
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be confeſſed, he was ſet down before the citadel, 
with ſuch an army of fighs, ogles, and attenti- 
ons, as to much Jeſs critical obſervers would ful- 
ly have explained the nature of his viſits to Port- 


Clariſſa herſelf was the laſt to underſtand what 
was his real meaning ; but, when her mother pul. 
led the bandage from her eyes with which indiffe- 
rence had bound therm—when ſhe could no lon- 
ger plead ignorance of Lord Clarence's partia- 
lity, without calling in queſtion the veracity of 


ber parents, who a hundred times a day con- 


gratulated her on the certainty of an eſtabliſh- 
ment, brilliant, even beyond their hopes—when 
ſhe conſidered their perſeverance in any ſcheme 
of aggrandizement, and the warmth of his lord- 
ſhip's purſuits, ſhe trembled at her own fituati- 
on, and her heart fickened with ſadneſs, border- 
ing on deſpair. 


At the period when Arthur introduced Lady 
Ann Ifleworth to his family, poor Clariſſa was 
deprived of the only real friend ſhe could be faid 
ever to have poſſeſſed. 


Mr. Curry's affection for his adopted daugh- 
ter continued lively and fervent as in the days of 
her childhood. On her part, though every one 

of 
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of her thoughts, or perhaps of her actions, as 
ſhe failed down the ſtream of diſſipation, ſignet- 
like, on the feathers of her mother ſwan, may 
not have been fo irreproachable as to make her 
unfearful of his cenſure, lay them unreſervedly 
before him, yet there were few exceptions on 
which ſhe did not conſult his judgment and fol- 
low his counſel, particularly when beginning to 
fear the approaches of Lord Clarence. Ah! 
with what ſpeed would ſhe have flown to huſh 
her throbbing apprehenſions in his fatherly ten- 
derneſs, to have aſked his advice, and to have 
followed his directiaus, if an inſuperable bar had 
not already a- ten to ſeparate her from that one 
only but certain ſource of conſolation. 
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Mr. Curry's viſits for many years were fre- 
quent and well received in Portman-ſquare ; but, 
about {ix months before d h had releaſed Lord 
Clarence from the pains and penalties of wed- 
lock, it fo happened that the guardian father of 
Miſs Ifleworth called at the houſe, when none 
of the family were very viſible but Clarita her- 
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He found her languid, depreſſed, debilitated b 
the wreck of beauty, and the martyr of di ſſipa- ; 
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72 
Looking at her with an air of tender compaſ- 
fion, he ſhook his head, and aſked the cauſe of 
her faded complexion, her heavy eyes, and irri- 
tated nerves; for, as ſhe preſented her hand to 
his touch, it ſeemed to tremble with the palſy of 
four-ſcore. 


Clariſſa candidly confeſſed, that in obeying 
the commands of her mother ſhe had made a ſa- 


' crifice of no leſs than her whole ſtock of health 
and ſpirits:ꝰ © I have not, faid ſhe, © been in 


bed for many nights! I have not laid down my 
poor aching head on the pillow of reſt before 
your hour of riſing.” 


He heard, he pitied, he loved, and he hoped 
to ferve her, by uſing his influence with Lady 
Iſleworth to eaſe her daughter from ſome of thoſe 
labours with which pleaſure taxes her votaries, 
when they miſuſe her ſervice, by making it a toil 
inſtead of relaxation. 


The good old gentleman deferred not his 
eclairciſſement, but ſeized on the firſt favourable 
opportunity to awaken the fears of Lady Ifle- 
worth for the /ife of her daughter; a liberty fo 
much reſented by this high-ſpirited woman, that 
in defiance of intereſt, gratitude, and all other 
obſtacles, ſhe forbade him to intermeddle in her 
family 
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tamily affairs—hiated, that, his future calls would 
be diſpenſed with and, on pain of her eternal 
diſpleaſure, commanded Clariſſa never more to 
hold converſe with fo vulgar a cit, who ought 
to confine himſelf to his counting-houſe, with- 
out preſuming to profane, by his au#ward pre- 
ſence, the elegant refinements, only calculated 
for the very rt clafſes—people of birth and 
education! Which imperious interdiction was 
the death-blow of all that remained to Clariſſa 


of real tranquillity : ſhe wept—he intreated, 


but all to no purpoſe. 


She would even have diſregarded the mater- 
nal injunction as a lefler evil than renouncing 
the friend who had every claim to her filial reſ- 
pet, and more than filial affection; but that 
friend loved her too fincerely to ſanctian an act 
of diſobedience, however amiable may be the 
ſource from whence it originated. 


For her fake alone Mr. Curry -made no ſhew 
of the reſentment which he could not but feel, 
at an affront fo little conſonant to what his con- 
ſcious, upright, honeſt heart had taught him to 
expect: all the notice he took of Lady Iſle- 
worth's impertinence was to obey her orders, 


avoid her houſe ; and, inſtead of ſeeing his fa- 


vourite Clarifla, to content himſelf by thinking 
Vor. I. D wy 
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of her, with now and then making ſuch enqui- 
ries about her, from their common acquaintance, 
as oftener procured him pain than ſatisfaction. 
No body could tell him that Miſs Iſleworth 
looked well, but every body could inform him 
ſhe was, as uſual, to be ſeen with her mother, 
at all faſhionable places of public or private 
amuſement. 


Such as I have juſt related was the un- 
toward predicame-it in which ſtood the two 
families of Iſleworth and Curry, when, more 
from neceſſity than choice, Sir Frederick was 
forced, by a derangement of his affairs, to make 
a firſt advance towards a reconciliation. 


A worthy man will never relax in the laws 
of hoſpitality, though it be an enemy that ſeeks 
the ſhelter of his roof. Mr. Curry on this ſcore 
received the Baronet with politeneſs. 


Yet would he not conſent to relinquiſh the 
truſt repoſed in him by the father of Lady Ifle- 
worth, becauſe ſuch a compliance ill aſſorted 


with his notions of rectitude: he alſo agreed 


to become the purchaſer of his Weſtmoreland 
eſtate, at an advanced price, and, as we have 
already aid, paid down a thouſand pounds depo- 
fit-money, on a ſecond vigt from Sir Frederick 
to 
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to announce the deceaſe of his aunt Lady Brid- 
get; yet, amongſt many proofs of civility, nay, 
kindneſs, with which he diſmiſſed his old ac- 
quaintance but new gueſt, he did not condeſcend 
to accept a very preſſing invitation to renew his 
viſits in Portman-fquare. 


Speaking, as above, of the thouſand pounds, 
puts me in mind, that it is time we ſhould now 
go back to the breakfaſt- room, and fee how the 
diſſatisfied party diſpoſed of chemſelves for the 
reſt of the morning; I mean to be underſtood 
from the hours of three to fix, the more early 
ones being entered on night's calendar, by ſuch 
people of ton who are at the pains to calculate 
time or ſeaſons. 


CHAP. XIIL 
THE HONEY MOON IN ITS FIRST QUARTER, 


Lavpy ISLEWORTH aroſe in great ſlate 
from the arm- chair next the fire, in which ſhe 
had been ſeated, i--cauſe Lady Anne had previ- 
ouſly refuſed to fill it, ſaying, with a laugh, as 
Sir Frederick was handing her to the poſt of ho- 
D 2 nour, 
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nour, that ſhe was not yet intitled to have the 
eaſe of her ſituation ſo particularly conſulted.” 


Ring the bell, Clariſſa,” ſaid her mother, as 
ſhe ſtepped forwards to take a ſurvey of her per- 
ſon in the glaſs. 


The bell was rung—a ſervant entered, and 
her coach was ordered. 


« I ſhall leave Arthur and Clariſſa to amuſe 
you, my dear Lady Anne,” continued ſhe, ad- 
drefling herſelf to the bride, © whilft I go amongſt 
my friends to announce our felicity, and to my 
trades- people, to provide for your accommoda- 
tion.“ 


4 Oh, heavens !“ exclaimed Lady Ann, * be 
merciful and take us with you ! I have all poſſi- 
ble friendſhip for my ſiſter Clary; but, to be left 
behind with only her and one's huſband, the idea 
is inſupportable ! How ridiculous Arthur and I 
ſhould feel ourſelves, if Miſs Iſleworth happens 
to be called away in your abſence, and we left 
alone to ail the miſeries of a tete-a-tete / No, 
Madam, you cannot intend to be ſo inhuman.“ 


« You need not diſturb my mother's plans on 
that account, replied Arthur, “ for in half an 
hour 
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hour I ſhall be off for Nemwarket, where I 
ought to have been many days ago: you ſtopped 
my courſe ence, but I'll be d—d if any female in 
Britain ſhall ever again play me the ſame trick.“ 


« Well, go your own way, incorrigible 
Or/on,” ſaid her lively ladyſhip, & and if youdo 
but make your pilgrimage decently lang, I might 
poſſibly be glad to ſee you again when you come 
tack.” 


« As you pleaſe,” cried he, Good bye; and 
ran out of the room, whilſt his father followed ; 
and, overtaking him in the hall, defired to ex- 
change a few words with him in private. Arthur 
did not much like the re{traint thus laid on his 
ſpeed; he ſubmitted with an ill grace ; they ad- 
journed together, and. Sir Frederick opened the 
buſineſs. | 


© I fear, Sir, you have made a bad hand of it,” 
faid he, © in taking the daughter of Lord Ben- 
vour without the conſent of her father, who I 


know: to be a curſed obſtinate fellow.“ 


&« I fear ſo tos, replied the fon, © and if there 
was any cure in repentance for the ſin of matri- 
mony, I ſhould certainly adopt it.. But, Sir, 
give me leave now to purſue my more agreeable 
engagements : Lord Turfover and Jack Bypoſt 

wait 
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wait for me at Tatterſall's: the curſed matter 


you would ſpeak upon will take up more time than 
I can ſpare. I have bets depending to the tune 


of a thouſand, and I ſhall be thrown out of my 


chance if I delay my journey.” 

Neceſſity has no law! obſerved the Baronet, 
« oo then, and may fortune ſpeed the plough ! If 
you are ſuceeſsful, I charge you ſend me by ex- 
preſs five hundred pounds, which I have imme- 


diate need for, to get out of the damn'deſt ſcrape 
Jever experienced.“ 


« Depend on me, if in my power,” ſaid Arthur, 
and off he went; whilſt Sir Frederick returned 
to take up his hat, intending to make a third viſit 
to Curry; but on ſo mortifying an errand, that 
had it been in his own election, he would rather 
have gone a hundred miles any other way. He 
met, as he was going back, Lady Ann, dragging 
Clariſſawar s cn e billia rd- room, who had reluc- 
tantly conſented to divert her ladyſhip, in the ab- 
fence of her mother, with a game which fe did 
not underſtand, but on which her ſiſter proteſted 
ike doted to diſtraction. 


Arthur, being once got clear of his father's 
houſe, little imagined that any other impediment 
would be thrown in the path of his appointment. 

Yet 
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Yet an impediment did ſtart up, which, with all his 
ſtrength, he could not have jumped over, but that 
he had, juſt before repleni.hed his famiſhed purſe 


with all that he could be certain to touch of Lore a 


envour's enviable riches. 


Lady Ann had received from her father's ſtew- 
ard the halt of her vearly fiipend, which amounted 
to two hundred and fifty guineas, the day preced- 
ing her elopement; and, poticiled of this ſum, 
together with a few valuable jewels, ſhe turned 
her back upon the I/gerne/s. The odd fifty 
was ſcattered in making their way to and from 
Gretna Green, Ir. Iſleworth having indifferent- 
ly provided himſelf with the peſſibles for ſuch an 
expedition. The round two hundred fortunately 
remained, and were ſtill more fortunately repoſing 
in the pocket of Arthur, when the fure hand af 
law fell upon his ſhoulder, within .ight of the 
houſe he had juſt quitted. : 


In plainer terms, he was arreſted upon an 
action which warranted every ſpecies of ſeverity, 
having contracted a debt of ninety-five pounds 
for a diamond-ring, in his minority, which debt, 
though maſter of ſome hundreds on coming of 
age, he manfully refuſed to pay. 


Right 
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Right or wrong, the exaſperateu tradelman 
cctermined to ay hold ci bin; and the event 
fewed how wel! he zadgzed the matter; for 
Arthur, who Would hte knocked the our 
down, it he nnd nave tuned his tine dh no 
better accu; Wos àtticked it che mi iſt of Þis 
preſing engage went, not only paid the bill, but 
gave the fellow ten pieces of gold to divide be- 
tween himſelf and the cont of the ſuit; aſter which 
he happily joined his two friends at Tatterſall's, 
took a whet of brandy, drank confuſion to law- 
makers and law-cxecutioners, curſed their 
grooms for faults they had not committed, and, 
in high ſpirits gallopped towards Newmarket, 
where, if a man pays but at the rate cf twenty- 
ſhillings for every pound of flefh his racers carry 
on their bones, that man is better off than his 
neighbours, 


Sir Frederick Iſleworth, without once lifting 
his eyes above the pavement, in his long walk 
from Portman-ſquare to New Bond-ftreet, might, 
in the moments of his peregrination, have been 
miſtaken for a man of reſectian : indeed, if he ever 
thought in his whole life, this was certainly the 
ſeaſon for thinking. | 


A thouſand pounds to refund ! and only half 
that ſum out of which it could be refunded !— . 


0 what 
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what to do, and what to ſay, afforded him, in a 
poetical phraſe, food for contemplation, even 
to madneſs.” 


Buried in a ſleep-like reverie, he did not ſee 
many of his acquaintance who met or paſſed him, 
neither did his ploding pace or ſtudious features 
ſerve as a herald to proclaim him a man of plea- 


ſure, one perſon only could diſtinguiſh that cha- 


racter through all its diſguiſes. - 


It is ſurely him !—it is ſurely him“ ex- 
claimed a fine looking woman, with a footman 


walking behind her at a reſpectful diftance, on 
the oppoſite fide of the ſtreet, to which Sir Fre- 
derick, was croffing—then pauſed, and again 


cried out, © Yes, I ſwear it is Sir Frederick him 


felf 


Had any accents but thoſe of Mrs. Sung an- 
nounced him, in his haſte to get forward, he 
might not have honoured the exclamation with 


any degree of attention; but, rouſed by the well- 


known dulcet voice of his ſyren, what he thought 


the moſt happy idea his wiſdom ever engendered, 


made him ſpring almoſt into her arms, begging 
to know, with undeſcribable agitation, whether 
ſhe had diſpoſed of the money he had ſupplied her 
with the day before ? 
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To be ſure I have!” replied the lady, ſome- 
what ſtartled, “ but why do you enquire ?“ 


« Only, my dear creature ! if you could grant 
me the loan of it, 2 for eight and forty hours, 
you will Come a very ſingular ſervice.” 


« And myſelf ſingular pleaſure,” replied the 
{:-rightly dame, recovering from her ſurpriſe, © if 
it was in my power ; but, pray remember, that 


my huſband's neceffities is a ſinking - fund, that 


ſwallows up all the riches J can gather together.“ 


The diſappointed lover curſed all huſbands, 
but—her's in particular, However, as no time 
was now to be waſted on barren ſubjects, they 
made an aſſi gnation to meet again in two days, and 
ſeparated. 


- -OWWAFS. MV. 


ARRANGEMENT. 


Tr would be difficult to deſeribe what were the 
feelings of Sir Frederick as he approached the 
merchant's door; they were ſuch. as can be only 


underſtood 


| 
| 
Ry 
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underſtood by a proud man, who, in ſtruggling 
with proverty, loſes what is more valuable to him 


than life itſelf, his conſequence, his hauteur, his 


importance] or, to ſpeak allegorically, one who is 
forced to lay down his coſtly robe of oſtentation, 
and to cloath himſelf in the plain garb of humility. 


The knocker trembled in his hand—the door 
opened—Mr. Curry was at home—and he fol- 
lowed the ſervant into the preſence of his maſter, 
who got up to receive him, with ſo much cordia- 
lity in his manner, ſo much benevolence in his 
countenance, that the Baronet began to take cou- 
rage; and the hearty ſhake of his hand, which 
gave him the welcome he had reaſon to deſpair of, 


was returned with * warmth, if not equal ſin- 
cerity. 


« I thank you, ſaid the merchant, as ſoon 
as they were ſeated, for this early viſit: I fee 
you fine gentlemen can be punctual when buſi - 
nels is to be ſettled. . I have appointed my law- 
yer to meet you here in half an hour; our bar- 
gain will ſoon be completed; after which we will 
go to the bank, where I will make a transfer to 
you of the ſum agreed on for your Weſtmore- 
land eſtate. You. are ſilent, continued he, 

c perhaps you * of your bargain ? If that 


ſhould . 


S * — — N - 
22 3 n 
#2 Ie ton. r 
_ 7 = \ 


„ 2 


Bee 


” N — 7 
—_—" 

4 2 3 

_ "P71 Ty 


— 


© 


P42 > * 
— — * n 


— — 


Ne 


* 1 
* „ 


1 „ 2 


XL. 1 


* 9 » 


- c 
— 
„ 
— 22 - 


* 21 


® L =. 
-- . — 
— - Mk 
8 _ 1 
FP fo . « 
— — - - 


"= 


N F 
| F 
4 ? 
s * 


* 333 


( ˙ A I ron +» 4-2, 94 2 a; 


_—_——_— 
———— * 
by 6.” 6s 


4 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMEN TS. 


ſhould be the caſe I ſhall, not inſiſt on you ful- 
filling it.“ 


Sir Frederick was ſilent, for no other reaſon 
than that he did not know what to ſay. The 
offer of letting him off reſtored him to ſpeech; he 
ſtarted up—ſtood with his back to the fire— 
looked down on his buckles—took out his ſnuff- 
box—and, as he opened the lid, he opened his 
mouth alſo. 


© My dear Sir,” —he lifted his hand to his 
noſe—< this is execrable ſnuff! I have done 
myſelf the honor, my dear Sir, to attend your 
levee this morning, on the moſt deteſtable occa- 
ſion you can poſſibly imagine! I*am ſhocked to 
tell you, that our agreement mu/? diſſolve, not 
from any caprice of my own,''—ſuppreſling an 
oath, (no, my very good friend, I was but too 
happy in your generous proceedings; but a fatal 
accident has happened ſince I ſa you laſt, that 
makes it impoſſible for me to profit by them.“ 


Here he was interrupted—\Mr, Curry felt him- 
ſelf aiarmed *lezft his favourite Clariſſa might 
ſome how or other be involved in the accident 
Sir Frederick ſeemed fo truly to lament, and 

aſked him eagerly if Miſs Ifleworth was well? 


He 


* 
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He flightly anſwered, © Yes, very well ;”” and 
proceeded to explain the reſurrection of Lady 
Bridget, treating the ſubject with more ſorrow 
than he would have beſtowed on the memory of 
his wife and children, had the ſword or peſtilence 
ſwept them all away from the face of the earth; 
but when, with mortified looks, and almoſt with 
tears of contrition, he revealed his incapacity to 
repay the thouſand pounds advanced in part of 
the purchaſe, this was the remarkable anſwer he 


received from the blunt but noble minded mer- 
| chant. 


« Sir Frederick, you are not only welcome to 
the money you have ſpent, but allo to a ſecond 
thouſand, on no other. ſecurity than your own 
note, if fuch a loan will be ſerviceable to you.” 


Do I conſtrue you right, my good Sir!” cried 
the aſtoniſhed Sir Frederick, © is it poſſible, my 
dear Mr. Curry, that you ſhould certainly in- 
tend me fo capital an obligation !—a favour fo 
much above my hopes, my expectations, my 
deſerts !“ He might have continued longer in 
the ſame ſtrain, if my good, fir, my dear Mr. 
Curry, had not laid an embargo on the fluency 
of his expreſſions, by again declaring it was his 

Full intent and meaning to accommodate him with 
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the ſum ſpecified. — But,” added he, I do not 
tell you that I ſhall advance it unconditionally.” 
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* I underſtand you,” ſaid the Baronet, my ſon 
Hall join in the ſecurity. 


“I have already told you, Sir Frederick,” 
he replied, © that I will accept no other ſecurity 
than your own note. But we men-of buſineſs 
never part with our mcney unleſs for intereſt or 
premium: interęſt I relinquiſh, premium I ex- 
pect.” | 


« Take it then, for thou art an honeſt fel- 
low“ cried out the delighted Baronet ; © keep 
back half; give me another five hundred, and I 
will acknowledge myſelf your debtor for ts 
thouſand ! And now, my dear friend, let us 
cloſe the bargain this moment, that I may carry 
the money to Lady Iſleworth, who tells me twen- 
ty times a day that ſhe is in want of a thouſand 
neceſſaries. 


« Sir, you miſcomprehend me, ſaid the mer- 
chant, calmly, I have indeed ſignified my ex- 
pectation of a premium, but it muſt be of my 
own naming ; and 1 ſhall tell you before hand, 
I ſhall aſk what is of more value than the two 

thouſand 
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thouſand pounds I am ready to lend you, ten 
times counted over.“ 


Sir Frederick ſtarted, and again applied to 
his ſnuff-box, ſaying coldly, and in a tone of 
diſpleaſure, « I profeſs, Miſter — do not 
underſtand you.“ 


« Then Sir,” he replied, “give me your at- 
tention for ten minutes, and I hope to explain 
myſelf to your ſatisfaction. Sir Frederick bow- 
ed /tately, and the merchant proceeded.. 


The tale he told would have intereſted any 
other hearer; but Sir Frederick liſtened per 
force, and betrayed no ſympton of animation till 


it was brought to a concluſion; except that 


turning his face in diſguſt to the fire, and biting 
his nails almoſt to the quick, he ſometimes ut- 


tered a haſty ſarcaſm on men who did not know. 


their own minds, and a damn on his own in- 
volvements, which made him ſubſervient to their 
changes. But theſe founds of diſcontent being 
only the birth of a whiſper, they aſcended the 
chimney, without touching upon the ear of Mr. 
Curry, whoſe tale, for brevity's fake, I ſhall 
take leave to curtail, 
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CHAP. XV. 


ALL IS W ELL THAT ENDS WELL. 


Tur merchant informed Sir Frederick, that 
he had a ſiſter lately arrived from India, the 
widow of an officer, a man of rank, who for 
many years enjoyed the firſt command at Ben- 
gal ;—that the death of her huſband having bro- 
ken the ties which held her from her native 
land, ſhe was come back to her family, with a 
fad heart and ſhattered conſtitution. 


« I will no longer, added he, hold out the 
language of an uſurer; i you do me the honour 
to accept a favour, I ſhall do myſelf the plea- 
ſure to ſolicit one of far greater conſequence 
the company of Miſs Iſleworth for a few weeks, 
or as long a time as you can conſent to part with 
her, I am moſt ambitious to obtain for the beio- 
ved ſiſter of whom I have been ſpeaking, and 
to whom I never ſhall be able to preſent a gift 
ſo precious as ſuch a companion, who will have 
the goodneſs to forward the recovery of her 

health, 
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health, cherith its firſt dawn, and ſooth her ſor- 


rows. 


« And is this really all that you require of 
me !” ſaid Sir Frederick, brightening into rap- 
ture. Why, at this rate, my good friend, 
you make me doubly your debtor, Cariſſa 
mall attend your ſiſter either in town or coun- 
try, as ſoon as ſhe is ready to receive her; but 
how long ſhe may continue her gueſt it is not 
in my power to ſay—that depends on circum- 
ftances; we have a brilliant eſtabliſhment in 
view for her, the event of which muſt de der- 
mine the length of her viſit.” 


Afterwards the converſation was lengthened 
by Sir Frederick's giving Mr. Curry the hiſto- 
ry of Arthur's marriage, and explaining the na- 
ture of his views for Clariſſa; which being end- 
ed, they parted, with much good humour on 
one ſide, and much joy on the other, the mer- 
chant having preſented the Baronet with the fe- 
cond bank note. Conſonant to his plans, and 
ſuppreſſing his own impatience, he confented al- 
fo not to call upon him for the performance of 
his promiſe, till Lady Ifleworth had given her- 
ſelf a ball, and Lord Clarence an opportunity to 
declare himſelf the lover of Clariſſa, which, Mr. 
Curry archly obſerved, would be killing two 

+ birds 


d 


a4 5 
Xa; 


FEI or - es 


2 
1 


. >, ww we 
42 ao ls 
i Fr 


3 o 
= hy © = LY 
r 
- 
5 . to Med 
* — = 
: [4 


22 
. - - 


——ä—— —— 
«a = 


M 
. 
„ 
a 
© 
. 4 
1 
FI * 
Tx 5 
/ 
* 
= 
1 
. E. 
2 . 
* - 
Ak 
? - 
»{ 
* 
SES. 
, # 
s 
"+ 
+ 
\ 
4.5 
hy 5 
= 
is . 
A. 
4 
ES 
WT 
- 
1 „ 
8 f 
U ., 
C3... 
* 
* A 
* 
% 
y 
$ 
»&. 
s © ' 
. 
. 
. 7 
— 
1 * 
4 
' * 
© * 
129 
* * 
I 
. . 


| 
f 
} 
* 
| 


9 o FASHIONABLE IN VOLVEMENTS. 


birds with one ſtone. I hardly know how to 
ſay whether he did or did net wiſh ſucceſs to the 
latter part of this family enterpriſ2 ; for, though 
it was very certain he was warmly interefed 
in the happy eſtabliſhment of Miſs Iflewerth, 
yet it is altog2ther as certain that he had no 
particular predilection in favour of nobility by 
the /ump, nor did he think a peer better or wi- 
ſer than another man, unleſe the benevolence of 
bis heart, and the prudence of his actions, deci- 
dedly gave him the precedence. 


Sir Frederick, ligh:ly meaſuring his Reps 
homeward, called his thoughts ta council on a 
very important queſtion, whether it would be wi- 
ſeit, diſcreeteſt, beſt, to let Lady INewoith into 
the tranſaction of the morning? or, by ſnothering 
the whole affair, keep poſſeilion of his newly ac- 
quired wealth, without being forced to divide it 
on the ſcore of domeſtic exigencies? If he bu- 
ried in his own breaſt the good-natured genero- 
fity of Curry, there could be no opening for 
him to divulge his part cf the agreement, or to 
obtain the conſent of her ladyſhip that Clariſſa 
ſhould make good his engagement, which, when 
diſcloſed, he apprehended would raife ſome trou- 
bleſome altercation; and, if he was a coward on 
the occaſion, moiſt married men will be able to 
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** 


x 


enter experimentally into the nature of his ti- 
midity. 


He pauſed—he reaſoned—he ruminated ; at 

length, remembering that he had an evening 
appointment for high play, his wavering judg- 
ment ſettled into ſomething like decifion ; and 
he reſolved not entirely to conceal his good for- 
tune, but ſo far to temporize with it, as to ac- 
knowledge her guardian's politeneſs in not de- 
manding that half of the depoſit- money already 
ſpent ; and this he thought a ſufficient commu- 
nication to obtain her concurrence with his 
plans, eſpecially as they have been arranged fo 
cautiouſly, that Clari's ruſticating would by 
wm) means interfere with their deſigns upon Lord 
Clarence; © for,” ſaid he, as he purſued his 
way, talking to hin.icif, as men of pleaſure 
ſometimes will do, —“ for,“ ſaid he, “ if Lord 
Clarence docs not lay hold of the opportunity 
we give him to ſpeak aut, he has no ſerious mind 
to the girl; and if he dees dgglare himſelf, he 
may viſit her in any other place as well as in 
Portman-ſquare.” 
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This was his laſt determination, and his laſt 
expreſſion, as he ſtopped at his own door, juſt 
in time to offer his hand to Lady Iſleworth, who 

was 
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was at that moment ſtepping out of her car- 
riage. 


And her> 1 alto ſtop to apologiſe for having 
tent Arthur to Newmarket, the young ladies to 
the billiard-to-l2, and attending Sir Frederick 
ta the city, without having yet endeavoured to 
mac? her ladyſhip's wheels through the various 
circumvolutions, with this on excuſe to offer 
for fo palpable an omiſſion, names, that I neves 
in my life had a capacity to do or fay more than 
one thing at a time: but as diligence is in ſume 
caſes a remedy for neglect, I ſhall now purſue, 
and try to overtake, the ſtraggling moments 
that have eſcaped me.. 


Lady Iſleworth began this eventful morning 
at the wrong end of buſineſs. The firſt call 
ſhe made was at Mr. Mayo's the upholſterer, 
where ſhe gave orders for a fuit of filk damaſk 
hangings, ftate-bed, and as many other little 
neceſſaries, for tie accommodation of Lady Ann, 
as, when entered on that faſhionable tradeſman's 
book, would have cut a daſhing figure;.to which 
fort of daſh her ladyſhip was ſo far from raiſing 
objections, that it was never her cuſtom to aſk 
the price of any thing, but to order every thing ; 
& ſuch ſcrutinies,” ſhe would obſerve, “ became 
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oaly the vulgar, and, when adopted by genteel 
people, brought them nearly on alevel.” 


With a million of charges to have her newly 
purchaſed articles ſent home as expeditiouſly as 
poſſible, ſhe was tripping through the ſhop, 


when her attention being ſuddenly arreſted by a 
curious chair, which ſhe had not taken notice of 
before, ſhe turned back to give it a ſecond look, 
" when a ſcreen of equal beauty divided her ad- 
miration : the temptation was not to be reſiſt- 
ed; the chairs would be wanted at her grand ga- 
lIa—the ſcreens were divine, and ſhe could not 
do without them; of courſe they were added to 
her lift of neceſſaries. 


'The heads of her horſes were now turned to- 
wards the city; but in her way to Parker's, in 
Fleet-!trect, ſhe ſtopped at many other ſhops ; 
and, as far as one can be ſaid to buy without 
laying out money, ſhe bought ſilks, flowers, 
and feathers, to a large amount. 


The laſt object that hung itſelf out to catch 
her notice was ſuſpended from a pawn-broker's 
window—it was a watch and chain ſtudded with 


diamonds. * Ah!“ cried ſhe, „what a ſweet 


preſent for Lady Ann!” Her eyes ſparkled 
with the pleaſant idea ;—ſhe pulled the check, 
and 
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$4 and ſent one of her tall footmen (for ſhe had i 
ah . two behind her carriage) to bring the man and ; 
$ 40 the watch that moment before her. ; 
4 | 
: k A little figure, more like a weaſel than a man, | 

: | 


obeyed the ſummons. She eagerly caught the 

trinket from his ſhaking hand, put it in her poc- | 
ket, and, bidding the ſervant give him a card of 
direction, ordered herſelf to be conveyed to Par- | 
ker's. | 


— © +a 
—_ 4 


The dimunitive ſeller of ſecond-hand finery, 
gaſping with agony for the fate of his toy, de- 
manded to have it returned, or immediate pay» 
ment of one hundred guineas, which was the 
price affixed to it on a ſcrap of paper, but which 
had paſſed by her Jadyſhip's obſervations. 


Finding the trader would have the watch or 1 
the money, ſhe gave him back the former, the | | 
latter not being in her poſſeſſion, and with an 
air of ſovereign contempt, bad him learn how 
to treat people of quality, who condeſcended to 
ſtop at his little dirty den of a ſhop. The man 
only grinned a reply, and carried off the diſputed 
prize in triumph. | 
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It may tire a reader's patience, were we to 
detain him at every door where it was the plea- 
ſure 
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ſure of Lady Ifleworth either to get out of her 
coach or to give her direCtions from within. We 
will therefore content ourſelves with merely ſay- 
ing, that her ladyſhip remained fo long as Par- 
ker's in chuſing luſtres for her ball room, that 
when ſhe came home and was met at the door 
by Sir Frederick, the firſt bell had given notice 
that a dinner was provided, which, all things 
conſidered, is not to be ſet down as one of thoſe 
common occurrences which daily happen in fa- 
nulies of irregularity, 


CHAP. XVI. 


af 
A NEW CHARACTER, 


\ 
3 CLARENCE, the only gueſt invi- 
ted to their table on this memorable day, ruſhed 
out of his chariot, ten minutes after Sir Frede- 
-rick with the three ladies had ſat down at ta- 
ble -was preſented to the bride—paid his com- 
pliments to every body - particularized nobody 
and, with the familiar well-bred eaſe of faſhion, 
| threw 
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threw himſelf into a chair, purpoſely * by 
the ſide of Miſs Iſle worth. 


Clariſſa turned pale or red at every inſignifi- 


cant ſentence which, in the courſe of a general 


converſation, he undeſignedly addreſſed to her- 
ſelf; but :whether theſe ſudden variations of 
countenance proceeded from approbation or diſ- 
guft, is a ſecret that will be diſcloſed in the 
future pages of this hiſtory. 


Lord Clarence was tall, thin, and far from 
being inelegant—his features not bad, and his 
countenance expreſſive; but that expreſſion had 
more in it of pride, than paſſions of any kind, 
particularly of the tender fort; yet his heart 
was really occaſionally ſuſceptible of the ſofteſt, 
though not of the moft /a/ting impreſſions;— 
his manners were unexceptionable, at leaſt they 
were univerſally pleafing ; as, with much ſtu- 


dy, he had obtained the exclufive privilege of 


adapting them to all conditions of. man, but 
more eſpecially of womankind :—his general 
character may be compriſed in two ſhort ſen- 
terces—by his own ſex he was called a damn'd 
knowing fellow for a lord; and by the other, 
a dear dangerous creature, with whom it was 
more ſafe to truſt their pu; /es than their hearts. 


His 
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His Lordſhip, enquiring for his friend Ar- 
thur, and being told that a few hours before he 


had taken a trip to Newmarket, his large black 


penetrating eyes caſt a ſide- long glance at Lady 
Ann, as if for the firſt time he had thought it 
worth his while to take a ſurvey of her preten- 
ſions to beauty. No, glance, however ſide- long, 
could paſs unnoticed by the perſon to whom it 
was directed. Tos much a woman of ton to be 
troubled with any thing like mauvaiſe kante, ſhe 
caught at the ſilent- expreſſion, and explained its 
meaning, by aſking him, © when he was a mar- 
ried man, whether he liked to be faſtened to his 
wife's fide like a watch chain?” 


His Lordſhip, who perhaps was thinking of 
ſomething elſe, ſtarted, and even coloured, at 
the abruptneſs of her queſtion; but, as the reply 
was not ſeaſoned with an equal quantity of attic 
ſalt, we ſhall not force it on the palate of our 
readers. 


Clariſſa engroſſed more of the noble viſitor's 
attention than ſhe ſeemed to defire, or would 
hare received with her uſual politeneſs, had not 
the looks of her father and mother, which per- 
petually ſcrutinized the leaſt of her motions, 
kept her in awful ſubmiſſion; the heaving ſigh 
was ſuppreſſed, and the tear that ſtruggled in 
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her eye was forbidden to flow; yet, through 
the thickeſt covering ſhe could throw over her 
feelings, a common obſerver might have read 
this inſcription on her countenance—44y heart 
15 not at eaſe. 
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Lady Ann certainly was not over and above 
delighted with the viſible preference given to 
her ſiſter-in-law, and contrived to make herſ-lf 
very pleaſant, and the object of her envy very 
unpleaſant, by turning them both into ridicule, 
declaring, that if Arthur Iſleworth had ever 
ſhewn a marked preference to her in public, or 
even in a private circle, ſhe ſhould have hated 
him—ending with a broad laugh at thoſe pru- 
diſh girls {glancing at Clariſſa) who ſet up to 
receive their lovers with all the formality of a 
ſchool-miſtreſs, and all the inſenſibility of an 
automaton. | 


—— 


Sir Frederick tried to give th eonverſation 
another turn—talked of the preſent war—of 
the laſt new opera—of horſe-racing—and the 
bench of biſhops. 


Lady Ifl-worth, ſtill paying the greateſt def:- 
rence to her daughter-in-law, but fearing my 
Lord might he diſpleaſed with her flippancy, vo- 
Junteered in the ſervice of dividing his attenti- 
on, 
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on, and ſtunned her hearers with a confuſed 
me2lley of the fatigues of ſhopping—the imper- 
tinent delays of trades people—the careleſſneſs 
of coachmen—the ſtupidity of footmen—of her 
own indefatigable labours—of her own purcha- 
ſes—of her own cleverneſs—and, laſt of all, of 
her own intended ball; which very naturally 
put it into the head of Lord Clarence to remind 
Clariſſa ſhe had promiſed to be his partner, ad- 
ding ſomething very tender, but in ſo low a 
whiſper as made it optional whether ſhe would 
or would not make any ſerious uſe of his profeſ- 
ſions; and ſhe choſe the latter, pretending not 
to have heard them. 


When the ladies withdrew after dinner, Miſs 
Lleworth, recollecting that ſhe had not ſeen her 
two little ſ.ſters for the whole day, ran up to 
the nurſery, and, in her abſence, gave an op- 
portunity to her mother of diſplaying a great 
deal of eloquence at her expence. 


Bitterly did ſhe complain to Lady Ann of 
Clariſſa's late change in perſon, manners, and 
humour ; her vehemence alone might have con- 
vinced even a deaf obſerver how little ſhe was 
ſatisfied. Lady Ann wanted neither ears, eyes, 
er reliſh, for ſuch ſpirited railings, when laviſh- 
ed on a rival beauty, or a dear friend, the con- 
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venient appe:lation for young ladies who love by 
profeſſion and hate by in/lin&?. Every fault im- 
puted to the favorite of Lord Clarence, acted 
upon the diſeaſed mind of Lady Ann, like Briſ- 
tol milk on a conſumpti ve habit of body. 


« I can in no manner account for ſo extraor- 
dinary a revolution, cried Lady Iſleworth, © it 
is abſolute witchcrafc! Did you ever ſee a com- 
plexion ſo faded? Her ſkin was once remarka- 
bly white, and ſee ! what is it now but chalk ? 
—abſolute chalk! Then her perſon—do but 
look at her perſon ! fix months ago ſhe was 
juft ſuch a figure as myſelf, but there is now no 
veſtige of grace remaining! Would you be- 


- lieve, Lady Ann, that, with all the authority 


of a mother, I am not able to make her dreſs 
like other people ! or will ſhe be perſuaded to 


put on rouge !—it is impoſſible to give you any 
idea of her obſtinacy.” 


« Tt is impoſſible, replied the other, ſhrug- 
ging her ſhoulders, © that any hints from your 
ladyſhip ſhould make me wiſer than I am. I 
know Clary is flubborn—and I am ture the is 


in love!“ 


« In love!” then it muſt be with my Lord 
Clarence.” | | 


„ With 


- 
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„With Lord Clarence! no, I will be ſworn 
he has no partiality for his lordſhip.” 


4 Nay, Lady Ann, it can be with no body 
elſ-, as ihe nun Sir Frederick and I are deter- 
mined the ſhall marry him.” 


« Lord! my dear Lady Meworth, what can 
that ſignify ? Remember, I foreteld that ſhe will 
reject the huſband of your choice, and take the 
man of her cen.“ 


The lovely ſubject of this chit chat moment 
came into the room, leading in each hand a pret- 
ty little girl, who for the fi ſt time were pre- 
ſented to Lady Ann, and graciouſly received 
ſhe not only ſaluted them very kindly, but alſo 
paid them the particular compliment of ſaying, 
the hated all children but themſelves. "Their 
mother, tao, condeſcended to bid them hold up 
their heads; and, telling them, when their el- 
der ſiſters had got huſbands it would be their 
turn next, ſent them back to their nu; ſery. 


Mean time the father of Clariſſa, and his no- 
ble gueſt, being left alone, the former puſhed 
about the bottle, as one man will do by another 
when any deſigns are formed againſt his purſ: or 
his underſtanding. ; 
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Sir Frederick had watched the peer's looks, 
and ſaw his eyes following the ſteps of his daugh- 
ter, as ſhe left the room, with a mixture of ten- 
derneſs and energy, that gave cauſe to hope the 
preſent opportunity would be as well as anther 
to bring him to the deſtined confeſſion; wit! 
which view he filled bumper after bumper, un- 
til he thought his lordſu ip in a proper cue for 
ſounding. 


Come, my Lord,” ſaid he, in a iocc(« tone, 
« I will give you a ſentiment, which | am per- 
ſuaded no widower in Britain would refuſe to 
pledge; — he drew towards him a la ger glaſs 


than he bad uſed before, which he made to run 


over, and, taking hold of Clarence's hand, he 
drank—< Let all the fingle be married, an. 1 
al, the married be hapjy !" 


An excellent toaſt !” cried his lordſ up, 
double your libation! and at one draught ſwal- 
lowed down a pint bumper of Madeira. 


All might have done well, had the Baronet's 
ſchen..: on the ſenſes of his paſſive gueſt ended 
here, but in ſtriving to captivate them in tote, 


ne ſurrendered his own. They were different- 


ly affected, yet both too much crippled to en- 
ter the walk of buſineſs Sir Frederick became 


capriciou- 
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capricious without meaning—the noble Peer, 
ſilent, without deſign: the former ſtaggered off, 


with notes in his pocket for fifteen hundred 


pounds, to make ſomething or nothing of them, 
at a noted gaming-houſe the latter found his 
way to the drawing-room, fat down by the fide 
of Clariſſa, and fell aſleep. 


If he was not before exceedingly deſireable in 
the eyes of his miſtreſs, his preſent ridiculous 
ſituation did not ſerve to render him more amia- 
ble. But fo unlike to each other are the minds 


of women, that the ſame ſcene which diſguſted 


Mifs Iſleworth delighted her mother and Lady 
Ann, who played a handred tricks to rouſe him 
from his ſtupor. Clariſſa took no part in their 
amuſement. Her mother would not permit her 
to retire, as ſhe wiſhed to have done; therefore 
ſhe withdrew to a diſtant corner of the room, 
entertained herſelf with a book, and left them 
to purſue their frolicks on the inanimate corps of 
poor Lord Clarence. | 


Some of the many remedies they uſed to reſ- 
tore his ſenſes at laſt took effect; he awaked in 
confuſion not to be deſcribed—ſtammered out 
an apology—reeled towards Clariſſa, and, againft 
all poſſible reſiſtance, imprinted on her fair hand 

the 
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the feveriſh kif5 of incoriety—then vaniſhed out 
of the room, to which he returned no more. 


CHAP. XVIL 


WHICH HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE 
TITLE OF THIS BOOK. 


Ms. CURRY had a country-houſe on En- 
field Chaſe, to which he had taken his ſiſter on 
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| K. her arrival from India, not more for the benefit 
1H of air, than to afford her that fort of agreeable 
' CC ſolitude a rational woman, who has paſſed her 
8 1 grand climacteric, will always prefer to buſy 


ſcenes of irrational diſſipation. 


Mrs. St. Edmonds was one of the few wo- | 
men who come under the deſcription of rational: * 
ſhe diſtinguiſhed real from counterfeit erjoy- 
ments, therefore choſe the ſubſtance and reject- 
ed the ſhadow. She had been an excellent 
daughter—ſiſter—wife, in dehance cf the keen 
taunts with which faſhion will ever ridicule thoſe 
duties it does not ſanction. 


On the day of General St. Edmonds's death, 
the thirtieth year of their happy union was fully 
completed; twenty they had paſſed together in 

the 
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the dominions of their prince, within the boun- 
daries of Europe---the other ten was ſtill devo- 
ted to the military ſervice, but in another quar- 
ter of the globe, and with unabated ardour. 
Mrs. St. Edmonds accompanied her huſband to 
Bengal, where his martial glory, and the mild- 
neſs of his adminiſtration, will raiſe to his me- 
mory, in that country, a laſting monument of his 
valor, mercy, and juſtice: nor will it ever be 
forgotten by the inhabitants, that the brighteſt 
example of every female virtue was given them, 
in the irreproachable conduct of the beloved wife 
of their beloved governor. 


To the reſidence of this lady Mr. Curry di- 
reed his ſteps, or rather the ſteps of his horſes, 
as toon as the laſt conference between him and 
Sir Frederick Ifleworth was brought to a con- 
cluſion; and how much it ended to the ſatisfac- 
tion of both parties has already been related. 


It was al moſt dark before he got to Enſield. 
His ſiſter, who expected and had waited dinner 
for him, began to be unzaſy that he was not yet 
come: her imagination had been buſy in form- 
ing a thouſand accidents that might have befallen 
ting and the inftant he ſtood before her ſhe 
chi beg, but with a ſœeetneſs peculiar to her- 
ſeit, for having fo long made her ſuffer all the 
pains and penal.ies that fear, united to fancy, 
cduld invent for ner torment, 
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Before he would ente, on his !=f2nce. he Cefn 
ed dinner might be ferved, after vhan there | 
would be time ſuſhcient, he fa:4, to ſatiofy all her | 
inquiries. 


A tete-a- lite is generally fligmatiz:Q by the 
appellation of ſtupid ; and when made up cf two 
lovers, who have loved long <nough t> love them- 
ſelves out of love er two foo!s, wh; £ chain- 
ed together by neceſũty er two perf s who call 
themſelves friends, vet ſpend the hours which 
ſnould be dedicated to the open ſrankneſs of 
frienu[hip in ſuſpecting each otke:, in locking up 
their thoughts, as they wenld 40 their riches, it 
a thief was at the door; in any or all ſuch ſitua- 
tions, the term fluid is but a p- epithet to ex- 
preſs the apathy, folly, or »:ic:canefs, of which 
fuch tete-4- tetes are co h. 
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On the other hand, though ſuch inſtances are 
o be produced, does it fallow that two people, 
vhoſe ſouls overflow with affection, and whoſe 
minds are ſtored with information—does it fol- 
ow, I av. that they ſhould grow tired of one 
3nother's wciety, merely becauſe there is not a 
third perſon to liſten to, or to join in their con- 
verſation? As well may we quarrel with nature, 
and ſay we cannot uſe our hands or our feet, 
becauſe we had but two of a ſort, and think three 
would have done better. If there are ſuch dif- 
contented mortal, the amiable brother and ſiſter 

of 
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of whom I am ſpeaking were certainly out of tie 
number, as they would not have thought their 
deſtiny unpleaſant, had they been condemned to 
feaſt a moicty of their hours on the food of their 
own eloquence, ſeaſoned with that fraternal ten- 
derneſs which gives a zeſt to all domeſtic enter- 
tainments. 


« Well, now, my dear Elizabeth,” faid Mr. 
Curry, the cloth being firſt removed, *I will tell 
you what the buſineſs was that detained me fo 


late in London.” 


« Oh! pray do,” ſhe replied, © for thereis 


ſomething fo myſteriouſly pleaſant in your coun- 


te nance, that I can aſſure you my curioſity was 
infinitely greater than my appetite.” 


« Then, perhaps,“ returned he, “ you have 


already gueſſed that you are in part the cauſe of 
my playing the truant.“ 


« Me, brother, the cauſe ] repeated Mrs. 
St. Edmonds, how is that poſſible? 

& Yes, you fiſter ; for I have this morning ſtaid 
in town to make a purchaſe, which I hope to 
preſent very ſoon to your acceptance.” 
Wich all poſlible gratitude,” cried ſhe, 41 
am really ſorry you ſhould have laid out your money 


on fo improper a ſubject. I have already more 


finery than I know what to do with; and meant 
to 
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to have aſked your recommendetion of ſome 


young woman, to whom a diviſion of them may 
be uſeful.” 


„Well, well,” faid her brother, ſiniling, “ per- 
haps I may do fo when I am more at leiſure ; but 
the preſent I have bought for you this day is not 
to be ſet down amongſt the tries in your poſ- 
ſeſſion : you may judge of its value by its coſt. 
What think you of one ſingle jewel, for which 
J have advanced two thiufandi pounds, and call it 
me beſt bargain I ever made in wy life.“ 


« Heaven help me, brother!“ exclaimed Mrs. 
St. Edmonds, « what is this riddle you call upon 
me to explain? I can form n idea of your mean- 
ing, A jewel that has coſt you two thouſand 
pounds! and this extravagant purchaſe made for 
me—for an old figure Oh ! the tale is too ridi- 
culous to gain credit! Dear George, ſpeak to 
my underſtanding, and do not over-tax my cre- 
dulity ! 


« There is ſomething,” he replied, © fo rati- 
onal in your requeſt, that I ſhould forfeit my 
claim to candour if I did not tell you the whole 
honeſt truth, that you may no longer have cauſe 
to ſuppoſe I think you a fool, or give you Rill 
more reaſon to conſider me as a puppy, unfit to 
be truſted with my own money or my own con- 
dut.—Do you remember my little favourite 


Clariſſa Iſleworth?“ 
| Remember 
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« Remember her !” faid ſhe, © yes; and at 
this diſtance of time I recall every ſweet feature 
of her cherub face, with much more preciſion 
than I can recollet what I myſelf was thirty 
years ago. But what of this charming child? 
[ have often intended to aſk you about her; and 
vet, in the multiplicity of my own affairs, have 
as often forgot to intereſt myſelf in her's: you 
cannot oblige me more than by informing me of 
her fate — I fincerely hope it has been a happy 
one.” | 


Her fate,” he anſwered, ** if marriage is to 
be conſidered its ultimatum, is not yet decided; 
but, if you mean to aſk after her preſent ſituation 
and purſuits, I have only to ſay, they are much 
of the ſame nature with thote of other young 
women, whoſe misfortune it is to have a fool for 
their father, and a coguette for their mather. 


« Ah! it is a thouſand pities,” cried Mrs. St. 
Edmonds, ſighing, alas! then I fear it is all 
over with your once amiable Clary!“ 


© IT hope better things,” ſaid her brother. 
“ Whatever droſs her pure mind may have imbi- 
bed from education or example, I expect your 
precepts will ratify hereafter: ſhe is to be your 
gueſt for a few weeks, and much good may be 
done 
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done in a little time. She has every propenſity to 
thoſe virtues which ſet your ſex above all other 
works of the creation, and I think we ſhall find 
no great difficulty in calling them into acti on, 
though at preſent I believe they are of a negative 
ſpecies. J, my ſiſter, is the jewel of which 
I boaſted—this is he purchaſe I have made; for, 
in lending the father two thouſand pounds that I 
may obtain the company of his daughter, I have 
ample cauſe to warrant my calling it a git, 
rather than a /zan / The ſpendthriit, who will 


not be juſt to himſelf, can not be equitable to 
others.“ 


% But, my good brother,“ ſaid Mrs. St. Ed- 
monds, interrupting him, © are you ſure I ſhall 
think /o highly of your jewel as zow do? or, that 
your bringing her to viſit me will not diminiſh 

from rather than add ta my comforts, which are, 
through your own kindneſs, already abundant? 
or, do you not know, that it is the hardeſt taſk in 
the world to domeſticate a fine lady? To be 
plain with you, there is no animal in the creation, 
in my opinion, ſo little fitted for uſe or compa- 
nionſhip, as the preſent modern Miſſes, ſpring- 
ing from the preſent modern parents! My fitua- 
tion in India made me know much more of theſe 
troubleſome girls than I defired to know. Mr. 
St. F monds ard I were continually peſtered 
wita 
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with recommendations. Several of them, whoſe 
birth was good and educations faſhionable, we 
received not only under our patronage but under 
our roof ;—allow me to add, that I never was 
better pleaſed, both on their accounts and my 
own, as when they got huſbands, and I got rid of 
their ſociety. 


« I ſee you mile,” continued ſhe, © but I 
have not done yet; let me ſay out my ſay, and 
then I will permit you to ſet aſide all my objec- 
tions you can. I am willing to agree with 
you, that Clariſſa Iſleworth was one of the love. 
lieſt, and the moſt amaiable, and the moſt faſci- 
nating of children—thar, had ſhe remained un- 
der your tuition—had my dear fifter lived long 
enough to aſſiſt you in finiſhing the work fo 
happily begun, there could be no room for doubt- 
ing her maturer years would have made good all 
the promiſes of infancy. On the contrary, taken 
from you at an age when young minds are moſt 
ſuſceptible of right or wrong impreffions, I think 


there is reaſon on my fide for ſuppoſing, that all 


your early inſtructions were ſuperſeded by the 
precepts, and, what is ſtill more forcibl-, the ex- 
amble of her butterfly mother, whoſe houſe if it 
cannot be called the re/idence of vice, muſt be 
conſidered as the occaſional receptacle for the 
votaries of vice, After 1 if you have, in your 

intended- 
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intended acquiſition to your ſmall family num- 
ber, the goodneſs to conſult my inclinations, I 
ſhall certainly accommodate them to your wilh ; 
but when a trial is made, I demand to reſign the 
honour of Miſs Iſleworth's company, provided 
we ſhould happen to be diſſatisficd with each 
other.” 


« Read that letter, Elizabeth, cried the mer- 
chant, exultingly, preſenting a paper which he 
had taken from his pocket-book at the begin- 
ning of this intereſting explanation, © and let us 
ſee on what your unbiaſſed judgment will de- 
cide, without the interfence of partiality. 


She received it ſmilingly. 


« You need not read it aloud,” he added, 
« for I have read it many times, and remember 
all its contents. It was written in reply to ſome 
good advice, concerning filial obedience, which I 
beſtowed upon her, finding ſhe was more inclined 
to break through its laws than to obſerve them ; 
when, fix months ago, Lady Ifleworth took it 
into her head to forbid me any intercourſe with 
her family, the poor child applied to me for abſo- 
lution, if ſhe broke through the rigid interdic= 
tion.—lI faid, No. And now I make you a 
judge of her heart, by the anſwer ſhe returned 
to my decided negative.” 

« Yes, 
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« Yes, I ſhall love this girl, in ſpite of my for- 
mer opinions '“ muttered Mrs. St. Edmonds, 
ſpeaking inwardly as ſhe peruſed the letter, her 
fine though emaciated figure, and once beauti- 
ful countenance, receiving all the advantages 
that action and animation can impart, ©« Yes, I 
ſhall certainly love her! But, brother,“ continu- 
ed ſhe, © I am not content to keep all theſe pret · 
ty ſentiments to myſclf.— I am your convert—we 


muſt read and admire them together,” 


“ As you pleaſe,” returned he, viſibly delight- 
ed; „ elcyuence may ſometimes tire, but goods 
neſs never.” —— Then followed the epiſtle, 
which may be found in the next chapter. 


CHAP. XVIIL 
LETTER, 


6 

War, my dear Sir, will you command me 
« to preſerve one duty at the price of forfeiting 
«© many © Without hardening my heart to the 
claims of nature, I am _ ſuſceptible to 
thoſe of gratitude / 


«K And 


— 


L * 28 


—— — — - 


* 1 
e 
F 


- © PI 


3 


234 


r ——— 
— * 


2 "5% 


en 4 ' 
+ 5 4, + % 
_ 9 , * 2 * 
* 2 1 3 
bo os. _ — — | 


oo Þ 4 
— > 


2 — — — 


22 
= 2 > 23 
2 8 


1 
5 

- 
» "% 


P 
- - G — — 
. - * 


2 — = = m ” I g < - 3 
- wh — 2 * De 1 Wa - = > = 
_ . * 


o * 
» * 
_ * * 


—_ * 
= 
: — = - 9 1 1 
- * 1 A — T . 2 wy - 
- * . " 2 
90 k 
— — — — — — F bet ” = 
- - — V 1 a n \ 
\ | . 5 - 7 «. 4 - © » * - 3 * 
ʃ—§Ä—ùœ᷑ —— nts © 2 : | —Þ 3 — 
15 4 . - x - A — * — — 
- x 1 . — ” 4 — a 
w y wi "x 1 1 * L — — — = ww 2 22 yo 
* 2 8 3 - 1 
— my, s 3 > 
—_— 


— — * = 
4 ww . bY 
* % LY * 
© — 
> — 
. 
— . * 


2 


— | — * 
Sm * 77 >" A. „ -4 — - 


e * 


— — — —— * 


114 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


« And is it you—is it really you, who can fo 
« coldly, I was going to fay cruelly, forbid me 
* to throw myſelf at your feet, to confeſs my 
« errors, perhaps—ah ! how cordial the hope 
© perhaps to have received your forgiveneſs ? — 
« Will you not allow a fimple girl, though led 
© aſtray from the path into which you early con- 
% ducted her, to reaſon with, to perſuade you 
out of a purpoſe fo afflicting? Do not baniſh 
« from your boſom her who will ſoon, I fear, 
« have no refuge but in yr protection]! Do F 
© not puſh off, on an ocean hard to weather, the 
« poor little bark you ſometimes delighted to 
t, deck with the enſigns of truth and rectitude 
„The luſtre of theſe colours may have been 
« tarniſhed, but are not yet utterly deſtroyed. — 
« Condeſcend, only once more, to become the 
e pilot of your own works, and, though ſadly 


e diſordered, your regulation will reſtore them 
« to order. 


© When you ſay you will xt receive me at 
0 your houſe, though I ſhould have the hardi- 
& neſs to viſit there unſanctioned by my mo- 
« ther; or call on me at my father's, without 
tc it be in conformity with her 2xpr2ſs invita- 
« tion; when you add—My dear child, I will 
© never teach you any leſſon where the word 
« duty is blotted by contention, much lefs 
where 
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« where it is obliterated by actual diſobedience, — 
© had you conſidered, when you pronounced 
this hard ſentence, to what a cruel neceflity _ 
eit reduced me—had you reflected on the ob- 

« ligations of filial duty I owe to yourſelf, with 
« the ſame impartiality that I 42, you muſt have 
« confeſſed, the ſacriſice you would exact from 
« me you did not expect I could perform with- 
te out grief, without tears, without remon- 
« ftrating ! I do more. than remonſtrate; I write 
« on my bended knees, and intreat, wich ail the 
« fervour of which my heart is capable, that 
© you will, as uſual, admit to your preſence, 
« your moſt grateful, obedient, and dutiful 
« daughter, 


« CLARIsSSA ISLEWOR TR.“ 


Lou did not, it ſeems, comply,” ſaid Mrs. 

S. Enn, ** wih ihe prayer of your gentle 

ner; how cer ou reſiſt fo pathetic a 
er — | 


« I ſeldom retract from my word, becauſe I 
{:.Jom give it lightly,” he replied. © I had 
well conſidered her tuation would have laid 
down half my poſſeſſions to have ſaved her from 
unneceflary forrow ; but, to fill her mind with 
preſent eaſe, I muſt alſo have ftored it with 
food for ure remorſe. So I eren ſent her 


word 
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word to be a good girl—to depend on my fa- 


therly affect ion to keep up her ſpirits per- th 
form her duty—and expect that I ſhould lay | N 
hold on the firſt opportunity which preſented it-- 1 * 
ſelf, without infringement of eſtabliſhed preli- ff 
minaries, to reward the patience with which I * 
ill hoped ſhe would ſubmit to my injunctions.“ | b 


r 
« Well, you are an extraordinary man] re- N C 
turned his ſiſter, { much philoſophy, ſo much " 
ſenſibility, /e much the ſlave of philantropy, i 
and yet a much the maſter of your reaſon ! 
You have done well; I ſhould net, I am ſure, ' 
have done half ſo well. I know, from the ea- 
gernefs that now ſprings up in my heart to em- 
brace your favourite, that I muſt have opened 
my arms to have received her, had the applica- . 
tion been made to me inſtead of yourſelf.“ 


% Jam glad then,” ſaid he, “that we are 
now all likely to be ſatisfied, without any body 
being to blame; and in leſs than three weeks, I 
have no doubt, I ſhall be able to preſent her to 


you. 


« And I have no doubt,” ſhe rejoined, I 
ſhall love her quite as much as you do. 


This 
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This fort of converſation, without fatiguing 
the two perſons who ſupported it, laſted till 
Mrs. St. E. dmonds's repeater announced a quar- 
ter paſt eleven o'clock, an hour not much re- 
ſpected by faſhion, but friendly to invalids, in 
which claſs, we are ſorry to ſay, this very amia- 
ble woman had long been numbered. Mr. Cur- 
ry tenderly ſupported her to the door of her 
chamber, then retired to his own ; and the next 
morning before ſhe was ſtirring, again ſet off 
for the mart of buſineſs, leaving orders with the 
houſekeeper to inform his ſiſter, he ſhould return 
the following day in time for dinner, 

Q 

It is ſometimes the caſe, that men who are 
getting or ſpending money, though equally eager 
in their diametrically oppoſite purſuit, will ſtart 
ahtuc from the direct road, whenever a tempta- 
tion is held out, ſuppoſe it but in the ſhape of a 
feather, ſhould the feather chance to tickle his 
fancy. To ſupport which propoſition I ſhall 
bring forward two inſtances :— Arthur Ifleworth 
was ſtopped on his way to New-market, where 
it was ten to one he might have loſt more than 
he had to loſe, in leſs time than he took to in- 
dulge himſelf with the ſpectacle of two noted 
bruiſers, met to break each other's bones in cold 
blood, on a match of fifty guineas; and our 
good merchant, when arrived at his houſe in 
Bond- 
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Bond- ſtree: was detained from his money- get- 
ting purſuits on the Change by a morning paper 
that lay on his tabie —he had not a moment to 
ſpare: Lady Iſleworth's name, in capital letters, 
made him orget that he h not a moment to 
ſpare, and he rezd as follows: 


— zz 
— — A 
© 
N 
- 
- 
** 
— 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMEN TS. 


« Splendid preparations are making in Port- 
te man- ſquare, by the ſupr e N eſs of ele- 
« gance and faſhion, 7 65, to cele- 
« brate the marriage of . tt ſon with the 
© only daughter and heireis of Lord Benvour. 
“ Her ladyſhip unites to the extremes of wit, 
“ perſonal charms, and various accompliſh- 
«© ments—a dower of ſuch magnitude as, it may 
« be preſumed, will foon lift her fortunate huſ- 
« band to a feat in the upper houſe. The 
tc writer of this article has the ſingular plea- 
« ſure to add, that for expence, taſte, and beau- 
« ty, in the ball to be given on this occaſion, 
Lady Ifleworth wil: d herſelf, as uſual, un- 
« rivalled by all her competitors.” 


&« Aftoniſhing l cried the exaſperated man 

« of buſineſs, © Aftoniſhing folly! which 

vaunteth itſelf in the very face of poverty and 

contempt: This raſcally editor deſerves baſti- 
nadoing! Such inflammatory paragraphs as 

theſe are more efficacious in corrupting the 

| minds 
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minds of young women than even the example 
of their own mothers! He thooght alſo of his 
two thouſand pounds, and calculated how far it 
was likely they would go to provide for Lady 
Ileworth's jubilee. Again remembered he had 
not a moment to ſpare—he haſtened away to ful- 
fil his engagements on *Change. 


CHAP. XIX. 


STILL MORE CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH 
THE TITLE-PAGE, 


Wars laſt we parted from Sir Frederick 
Ifl-worth, he was going with a giddy head and 
unſteady ſtep towards the carriage, which was 
to conduct him, if not to the devil, at leaft into 
the very path which leads to his dominions. 


The ruinous party had aſſembled before he 
joined them, yet he was juſt in time to undo 
himſelf. Faro being the game, his finances 
became ſo mangled between great and littli fi- 


ks. 
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gure, that, of fifteen hundred he carried out in 
the evening, he brought back in the morning 
no more than one ſingle guinea, manfully refiſt- 
ing the overtures of deſpair to ſtay and witneſs 
the funeral obſequies of that one alſo. 


As he rolled along the ſilent ſtreets towards 
his comfortleſs home, not knowing what to do 
with certain reflections that threatened to be the 
companions of his ſhort drive, he reclined his 
aching head againſt the fide of the chariot, in 
which poſition he and they all fell aſleep toge- 
ther. Fancy, a thouſand times more flattering 
than reality, began to make herſelf very buſy in 
repairing all that was amiſs in the affairs of this 
great man : ſhe rehearſed before him a ſcene ve- 
ry muc h calculated for his amuſement—it was 
the funeral proceſſion of his aunt Lady Brid- 
get; and at the moment when a thundering rap 
at his own door forced the magic dame to drop 
the wand of her enchantments, her inactive 
victim was in poſſeſſion of thirty times the ſum 
he had left behind him at the gaming-houſe. 
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No more ſuch viſions gilded the downy pil- 
low of repoſe, when, with an agitated mind 
and gloomy coun tenance, he ſought for them 
in his own apartment. The goddeſs of fiction, 
offended at the little reſpect he paid to her offi- 


cious 


— 
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cious zeal, would not enter any more into his 
ſervice; for, whilſt his valet diſrobed him, he 
vented curſes on all dreams as well as dreamers, 
amongſt which latter number he was not diſin- 
tereſted enough to forget himſelf. Without 
dwelling too long on one ſubject, we ſhall let 
Sir Frederick fleep out his nap with what ap- 
petite he may, and, with gentle violence, force 
back the repentant Lord Clarence on the ſtage 
of action. 


« Tt was a terrible ſoleciſm ]“ cried the Peer, 
when the next day he awakened to ſenſe and 
recollection, I have certainly done myſelf up 
with Clariffa for ever! What the devil ſhould 
give me ſuch an unconquerable penchant for 
ſhewing myſelf when drunk, to the very people 
in the world who I would wiſh to believe me 
always ſober! Well, the deed is done, and can- 
not be undone. I will go and take a peep into 
the eyes of my miſtreſs; and it I have offend- 
ed paſt forgiveneſs, I turn my back on a family 
with which, Miſs Iſleworth excepted, I am not 
very deeply enamoured.“ 


In this accommodating ſtate of mind, Lord 


Clarence ſhewed himſelf in Lady Ifleworth's 
breakfaſt- room, juſt as all the party had diſperſed 
Vol. I. 7 F themſelves 
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themſelves, to follow what beſt ſuited their in- 
clinations, Lady Ann excepted, who was trying 
to find out a riddle in the Ladies Pocket-book, 

the ſolution of which had occaſiqh el ſome difficul- 
ties, when many heads as wile as tier own were 
united to ſolve them. She remained alone to re- 
ceive his lordſhip; and fo artfully managed the 
opportunity of a tete- q- tte, that, by paſſing over 
the little irregularity of which he profeſſed him- 
ſelf guilty the preceding night, with more nen- 
chalence than he thought, or in fact than it really 
did deſerve—by treating his foibles with indul- 
gence, and by magnifying his pretenſions to ap- 
plauſ-, ſhe led him on to ſearch for thoſe agree- 
ments in herſelf which, with the eyes of a lover, 
he had hitherto conſidered the ſole property of 
but one woman in the world, and that woman 


Clariſſa Iſle worth. 


The more he looked and liſtened, the more 
he was confirmed that he had miſtaken the ob- 
ject, and that beauty, wit, taſte, and goodneſs, 
were all centered in the wife of her brother — 
Of which truth he became ſo fully perſuaded, 
that on the entrance of his once adored miſtreſs, 
he paid his compliments with an air of indiffe- 
rer.c2 almoſt as frigid as her own. | 


Sir Frederick, though involved in his own 
perplexities, and Lady Iſleworth, though her head 
| was 
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was running round on the pivot of a thouſand 
ſplendid chimeras, neither of them could help ob- 
ſerving one day, and many following ones, that 
Clariſſa loft ground with the Earl, and that Lady 
Ann engraged the greater ſhare of his attention. 
Sir Frederick ſaid he would ſpeak to his daugh- 
ter; Lady Iſleworth ta/ked of haſtening her ball; 
and on this one point they were both agreed, that 
his lordihip ſhould at flip through their fingers, 
if there was any poſſibility of holding him faſt. 
Each determined to purſue their own plan in 
their own way—Sir Frederick to regen, and his 
lady to dance the poor Clariſſa out of her prejudi- 


ces, for to her ſhyneſs was placed the whole crime 
of her noble lover's deſertion. 


“ Child!“ faid Sir Frederick, darting a ſtern 
and ſcrutinizing look on the bluſhing downcaft . 
countenance of his daughtzr, wheri ſhe obeyed 
the ſummons which brought her to his cloſet, 
« Child ! I comraand you to tell me, without pre- 


varication, what you have done to offend my friend 
Lord Clarence?“ 


« Me, papa] nothing in the world that I know 
of, Does his Lordſhip accuſe me of diſreſpect ?” 


No, he does not complain; but it is tos viſible 
to your mother and myſelf how much his behavi- 
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our is changed within the laſt week, and you 
muſt have been to blame 


Dear Sir, what is my fault? or what do you 
conceive it to be ? Pray keep me not in ſuſpenſe, 
but teli me my errors, and I will ty to amend 
them,” 


« Your #rrors, indeed! it would be well if you 
had nothing worſe to account for.” 


What then is my crime?“ 


« The crime of diſobedience! Know, un- 
grateful girl! that even in the lifetime of the late 
counteſs I had fixed my mind on your ſucceeding 
to that ſtation of honor; and, fince her death, 
will you pretend not to have taken notice with 
what anxiety I have been /abouring to bring about 
this great event? Do you forget, alſo, with 


"what avidity my Lord was running into my toils, 


before 37ur {amazed airs of ſcornful prudery drove 
him back, and diſtanced all my views for your eſ- 
tabliſhnent ? Theſe airs, Madam, you are pleaſed 
to call errors; I call them ſins! capital fins againſt 
common ſenſe, againſt my intereſt, and againſt 
your awn. Therefore, I command you to get 
rid of them as faſt you can, and reform your man- 
ners, or, by ,” and he ſwore a tremendous 
oath 
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oath - if I am obliged to look out for another 
huſband for you, it ſhall not be a young hand- 
ſome man like Clarence, but I will force you into 
the arms of any old fellow who can terve my pur- 
poſe, though one half of his limbs ſhould be torn 
fron the weather- beaten trunk, and the other 
half in a ſtate of diſlocation, No anſwering-no 
anſverin g] continued he, raiſing his voice, 25 
he ſa her trying to collect a reply from a aongit 
her ideas, which his violence hal uaſparingly 
ſcattered, © I will hear nothing that you can ſay in 
your d:fence. I tell you again, you mu/? have 
affronted Lord Clarence: fo go and dreſs to the 
beſt advantanze—/904 tenderly on him—a# like 
the reſt of your ſex Hirt with him - lay our new 
lures to catch his attention do any thing to re- 
vive his affection —or dread a father's difpl;aſure,” 
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He turned upon his heel, ſlapped the door 
after him, and left his daughter, not the more 
in love with Lord Clarence for the ſentence fe 
had received at the parental bar of judgment. 
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C H A P. * 4 
WAYS AND MEANS, 


Derigurey with his newly adopted ſyſtem 
of terror, extremely Cattecing in promiſe, Sir 
Fre-leick left his daughter, and went tu ſcek 
tor his wife, whom he knew he ſhout find at the 
board of green cloth, amuſing Aithur's bride 
vita little cy:eten picquety to paſs away an idle 
Bur vive en wiefling time. 


Lady Ann had juſt ran off to her chamber in 
pretended pet with her bad luck, though, by 
er own account, her loites were cnly twenty, 


I 
* 
. 
4 


and by that of her antagoniſt no more than ten 
Vrillings. 


Lady Ille worth was employing the few remain- 
ing ſitar, moments " telling her own fortune 
on the cards; ih: had cut thæm three times 
wiithed Lord Clarenc- might peck cut on the 
niht he was to be the partner of Clariſſa at her 
ball —and the nine of hearts, unerring prog- 
noſtic of ſucceſs, had actually made its appear- 
ance, when the entrance of Sir Frederick cal- 


led | 
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led from her this extatic exclamation. I have 
got my wich, and Miſs Iſle worth will ſoon be 
Counteſs of Clarence !” 


« His my Lord,“ cri:d her huſband, “ told 


« you tot” 


« Oh no! but here is the zine of hearts, 
ang ler by what enchanting cats It is Cvery vAhy 


lutz di“ 


Inſtead of reproving his wife's fully, he gave 
a new ſpecimen of his own, by ſuppoſing ſhe 
would allow his ſaperiority in planning, when 
he ſhould have unfolded to her incurious inatien- 
tive car what had juſt been paſſiug between m- 
{Tf and his daughter, 
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Lady Iflewort!: thought of nothing but the cri- 
tical bali—it muſt be haitened—that alone could 
or would ever bring back the retreating lover 
dancing expoſed a thouſand charms, which 
would otherwiſe lie concealed, or at Icatt only 
pezp out from behind a veil of aukward reſerve 
to very lictie advantage. And it was thus ſhe 
reaſuncy. 
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In the name of nature! my dear, is there 
a man in the world who can pref:rve his fioi- 
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ciſm when aſſailed by an hoſt of temptations ? 
The touch of a ſoft hand—the glance of an eye 
—the bluſh of exerciſe the graces of attitude 
all, all, every thing, I do % upon it, is in fa- 
vour of the ball! You cannot diſpute it, Sit 
Frederick !” 


At any other time, when he had not wanted 
her aſſiſtance to raiſe the needful, Sir Frederick 
would moſt ſurely have diſputed, but now it 
became him to be paſſive, until ſhe began very 
ſeverely to reprehend him for having treated Cla- 
riſſa with rigour, © when you know,” faid ſhe 
« how much the beauty of her countenance de- 
pends on the quantity of animation ſhe may be 
able to throw into it; and now, ſince you have 
talked to her fo ſeriouſly, I ſuppoſe ſhe muſt be 
transformed into a perfect Melpomene, or at beſt 
a red-eyed Magdalen. However, all may not 
yet be loft—[ thall try, by my indulgence, to 
reſtore what you-have taken from her.” 


Sir Frederick, rouſed to reſentment by theſe 
illiberal reflections on his underſtanding, perſiſt- 
ed that his meaſ..res were the beſt, A warm de- 
hate enſued; in the very paroxiſm of which her 


ladyſhip demanded an immediate and large ſup- 


ply of ca h, that all due force might be given to 
her experiment: which demand, ſo far from 
building up the breach which a difference of 

opinion 
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opinion had made between them, was anſwered 
only by a poſitive refuſal of compliance, leaving 
the ſtate of their tempers in almoſt as ruinous a 
condition as their c:rcumflances ; nor was it till 
her ladyſhip had vented in tears and ſobs, the 
moſt troubleſome particles of her paſſion, that 
ſhe was capable of deviſing new ways and new 
means to evade the conſequences of a diſappoint- 
ment which threatened to deſtroy the whole of 
her air built fabrick—for without money there 
could be no bail, and without a ball, ſhe was 


equally convinced there could be no poſſible way 


of fixing Lord Clarence. 


In this diſconſolate humour ſhe went to her 
dreſſing-room—ſhut the door—threw herſelf 
down on a rich fofa—and wept bitterly, 


On this fame luckleſs morning her ladyſhip 
received from Staffordihire two letters; one from 
a foriner governeſs to her children, who, having 
married a curate, afterwards ſettled in that coun- 
ty, to whom Lady Iſleworth, eighteen months 
b-toce, ſont her ſecond and third daughters, 
both verging on womanhood—not fo much for 
inſtr Ction in the whole duties of waman—not 
ſo much with the deſign of conveying cultiva- 
tion to thoſe f:male accompliſhments which, 
fume how or ot'or, had been altogether totally 
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neg:ected—as becauſe, according to her mater- 
nal reaſoning, and in conformity to the preſent 
cuſtom, it was thought beſt to keep them out 


of harm's way till tneir eldeſt ſiſter had. made 


her market. How convenient how conſiſtent 
theſe plaas, for the race of exiſting mothers to 
adopt! What if ſo many charming daughters, 
all produced on the ſtage of life in the ſame 
ſcene, ſhould not interfere with their own 
claims to admiration, y=t, may they not crols 
the path of each other's preferment? It is the 


part of prudent matrons to prevent ſuch misfor- 
tunes; and I ſuppoſe it to be for this very reaton 


we ſo often ſee one of the long brood flying 
about the world at her own diſcretion, and hear 
of half a dozen more, equally capable of the 
fame womanly excurhons, who are lecked up 
in their nurſeries. 


Having introduced the writer of one letter, 
it is only to be added, that the other came from 
the pen of Miſs Arabella, her ladyſhip's ſecond 
caughter, who had juſt entered into the nine- 
teenth year of her confinement. Let us fee, 
then, if there is to be found, in the co:.tents of 
either or both of theſe epiſtles, any thing to 
exonerate Lady Ifleworth from the charge of 
being, like too many cf her ſex and 4ind, put 
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out of humour by trifles even lighter than them- 
ſelves, 


« Honored Madam, 
“ I think it my duty to inform your Lady- 
« ſnip, that the young ladies are in want cf 
many things they cannot do without, particu- 
« larly ſhoes, ſtockings, and petticoats, beſides 
e linen of all forts: and as to Miſs Matilda, ſhe 
has out grown all her frocks, fo that they are 
« quite 2vove her knees—two of them only are 
« in tolciable repair, the reſt, I aſſure your La- 
« dyſhip, are not fit to be ſeen; fo that if I 
« am to be honored with the company of the la- 
dies uchi longer, I hope your Ladyſhip will 
« take it into your conſideration to order them 

ne cloatlis of every fort. 


« T hope allo that your Ladyſhip will forgive 
«© our officiouſneſs, for my huſband and I have 
e procured them a writing-maſter, to attend 
ever ſince they have been in the country: to 
be ſure your Ladyſhip did not ſay that it 
« {hwuid be fo; but then ice thought it a pity, 
as Mliſs Arabella had got into joinhand before 
« the cane 26 15, that ſhe ſhould forget all that 
„had been taught her, for want of practice. 
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« There are now fifteen pounds due for their 
« teaching; which money Mr. Standiſh would 
« be very proud to receive from your Ladyſhip, 
« as he has a fici:ly wife, and ſeven ſi all chil- 
« dren. I with it had been in our power to have 
« paid him withcut troubling your Ladyſhip; 
« but my poor huſband, though he ferves 
« two churches, and rides like a poſt-boy from 
« ene to the cther every Sunday, yet his labours 
* on horſeback and in the pulpit produce him 
« no more than f2venty pounds a year; Which 
« js all we have in the world, except my for- 
« mer wages, which are in your Ladyſhip's 
hands, as well as the hundred and twenty 
* pounds that you agreed to pay us for the 
board of the young ladies, at the rate of forty 
pounds a year for each of them. b 


_ 


c We have now had the happineſs of their 
good company Eighteen months; and my poor 
« Mr. Trotter, who is more puzzled in mak- 
ing both ends than in compoſing a hundred 
« {ermons, all fit to be preached before the bi- 
« ſhop, (for indeed his learning is much great- 
er than his profit); for theſe reaſons, my La- 
« dy, poor Mr. Trotter would hold himſelf ever- 

laſtingly obliged to your Ladyſhip's goodneſs 
« for the whole, or any part of the debt due to 
« him: the butcher and baker have not ſeen the 
« colour 
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« colour of kis money ſince Michaelmas; fo 
« that their bills muſt be much longer than our 
« purſes, if your Ladyſhip's kindneſs does not 
« help us out. 


« The young ladies have very charming ap- 
« petites, and much good may it do them. 


« There is a trifle, my Lady, that I did not 
« with to communicate, for fear it might vex 
« your Ladyſhip; but Mr. Trotter will have 
« it, that it is his duty and mine to let your La- 
« {ſhip into every thing, that worſe may not 
« happen; for, to be ſure, as he fays, it would 
« be no deſirable match between the daughtse. 
« of a baronet and the fon of a farmer. | 


« You mult know then, my Lady, fince it 
« muſt come out, that Mits Matilda has, for ſe- 
« veral weeks, been in an oddiſh melancholy 
« fort of a way; her chearfulneſs (for ſhe uſed 
to be as merry as a bee) all of a ſudden went 
« off, God knows how ! and Mr. Trotter obſer- 
« ved, that it was likely ſhe might fall into a 
„ conſumption, as ſhe had got a habit of ſigh- 
„ing, God knows for what 


« At laſt Mr. Trotter, who has more pene- 
« tration than moſt par ſons, threw out fome 
g « hints 
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« hints to me in confidence, as if he thought 
« Miſs Matilda had fallen in love with ſome bo- 
» « dy or other; upon which we began to think 
4 « of all the young gentlemen who came to 
« church, or called in at the parſonage: and at 
« firſt we ſuſpected it to be Mr. Ran. ble, our 
« attorney's clerk, becauſe all ladies think him 
« very handiome ; but I ſuid, on ſecond thoughts, 
« I did not ſuppoſe it could be him, for that 
« Miſs Arabella ſeemed to delight in his compa- 
& ny much more than her {te 4 Well then,” 
« (,j4 Mr. Trotter, for he hit it off in 2 mo- 
© ment, “ J will be hanged if {he has not a kind- 
& nets for young Ruſſell, waole father rents the 
great tithes of the vicar.” 


« I wonder I had not thought of him myſelf; 
© for now I remembered he was a more comely 
« youth than Mr. Ramble, of the {ame age with 
« Mifs Matilda, and that ſhe was mighty fond 
« of hearing him play upon the flute. Mr, 
« Trotter told me he would watch them better 
« in future; and yeſterday, my Lay, he furpri- 9 
« ſed them walking together, with Mr. Ruſſell's 
« arm thrown about Miſs Matilda's waiſt. 

They did not know that any body bad ſeen 
« them: fo, if your Ladyhip pleaſes, we ſhould 
« be glad not to have our names mentioned as 
4 informe:s, for the young lady would never 

| « forgive 


„ 
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« forgive us; beſides, the Ruſſels are people of 
« ſubſtance, and our very good neighbours. I 
remember to have often heard your Ladyſhip 
« declare, that time was more precious to you 
« than any thing elſe : fo, begging your pardon 
« for having taken up fo much cf it, I remain, 
« my Lady, your Ladythip's moſt humble and 
« qdutiful ſervant, | 
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« ALIicE TROTTER.“ 


wo. 1 


And what were the emotions that agitated the 
maternal boom of Lady Illeworth, on being 
pretty plainly informed that both her daughters 
were naked—one of them in love, to a certainty, 
with the farmer's fon—and the other apparently 

eady to form a ſimilar attachment with the at- 
— torney's clerk ? 
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Why, ſhe. betrayed no emotions at ali her 
thoughts being otherwiſ2 employed; and look- 
ing in the glats, juſt as ſhe had careleſſiy caſt 
her eyes over Mr. Tt rotter's morſel of eloquence 
tne ſaw her woman miſplacing her cap, when 
every thing ſhe poſſeſſed of feeling was exerted 
in the repcimands ſhe beſtowed on Harris for 
her aukwardnefs, and in diſpoling the ornament 
to greater advantage. 
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The alteration being effected to her entire 
approbation, her temper returned in its uſual 
Y placidity 
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placidity, when, leaving the governeſs's letter 
open on the toilet, ſhe proceeded to examine the 
other, which, being from her daughter, was not 
the firſt to make a claim on her attention. 


The only notice taken of Mrs. Trotter's ex- 
poſtulation, or information, was muttering ſome- 
thing about impertinence in aſking for cloaths, 
when the children were confined in a country 
place, where they could ſee nobody— beſides call- 
ing the curate and his wife a couple of fools, fer 
troubling her with their wiſe obſervations on a 
boy and girl's playful rambles through the fields 
together, 


Miſs Aravella's writing or orthography were 
neitner of them the met perfect of their 4nd; 
yet Lady Iſleworth fo rapturouſly admired the 
ſpirited compoſition, that the ſeveral times broke 
out into ſhort plaudits, ſuch as—charming !— 
how animated! —another ſelf! Then laughing 
very heartily, ſhe afterwards read aloud the en- 
tertaining epiſtle with which ſhe was fo highly 
diverted, to convinc2 her attendant tha: the mirth 
it excited was natural, willing to juſtify the ee 
by making her a ſhirer in the cauſe. 


Con deſcenſions of this fort were not very un- 
frequent, an Harris liſtened with her uſual avi- 
dity 
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1 


dity, declaring it was vaſy fine, vaſtly witty, 
vaſtly clever indeed! and ſhould have wondered 
how ſo young a lady could put ſuch things toge- 
ther, if genius had not run in the S of the fa- 
mily, particularly on the ſide of her ladyſhip. 


A compliment ſo aptly conceived met with a 
gracious welcome, as will, I hope, the bright oc- 
cation from whence it originated: but, whilſt 
laying this extraordinary letter before my readers, 
if mothers, let me caution them nat to think leſs 
favourable of their own nurſelings, though they 
ſhould not come near the ſtand of Miſs Bell's lite- 
rary accompliſhments; let them firſt conſider what 
pretenſions they have to expect prodigies in their 
female iſſue? Rare vipes are not always the pro- 
duce of attention; ſuch fruit has its ſeed more 
generally in nature, though it may be forced by 
education. Let us proceed to the ſpecimen, 
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CHAP. XXI. 


NURSERY WIT IN A YOUNG LADY OF NINZ- 
TEEN, 


* DEAR MAMA, 


10 

Maria and I think it very od tat we 
„ ſhould be kent here in this naſty, dirty, ſtupid 
« place, till we are grown almoſt over the hed- 
ges, and nearly as tall as the chimnies b.lung- 
© ing to the hut of prim parſon Trotter, 


Indeed it is quite ſhocking ! What does it 
« ſignify o be women, and pretty women too, if 
« we are ſor ever to be mad: abedient to the laws 
« of reſtraint ?—to be treat''d like mere babies 
« —to put our hands before us, curteſj ing every 
« time we come in or go ot of the room, with 
« a Ms you muſt not do .li, that, and the otke ! 
« You never ſaw any ti.:z2, mama, half fo We. 
4 menting in all your I. te! 


I am ſure, for my part, I would be glad to 

« exchange ſituations with Harris; for then I 
“ ſhould have the pleaſure of looking at you, 
« when I had made you as fine as a queen; and 
% afterwards, 
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after warde, when I could ſee you no longer, nor 
« be entertained by peeping out at the window to 
% watch all the coaches and chairs that ſtop at 
your door, how delighted I ſhould be in tum- 
bling over all your charming new tnings, and 
* inſtructing my ſelf in the lateſt faſhions ! 


« Taſtead of theſe di verſans, we are condem- 
ned, from mo:ning till night, to the drudgery 
* of re,: or reading, or hearing lectures for 
though the pa, ſon preaches four times on a 
„Sunday, yet he dogs not think that enough, but 
makes ihift to ſnuitie aut every day a fort of ſer- 
mon, for our private ediſication; which there 
« would be no beating, if Matilda and I did not 
* contri.e to cheat the old gentleman, by falling 
d afleep ia the midit of his palavering ; then we 
ware wade toknzel. down, night and morning, to 
« ſay family prayers, in a hole of a parlour not ſo 
large as your dinner table, where, to increaſe 
* our inconveniencirs, a great itaring vulgar 
* matd-fervant makes one of the part) —ſo that 
* when we are all down [ a-t ally have not room 
* N9/e ny elbows, and if chey hould grow to 
* my hides it will be no won ler. On! dear 
© mama, only think of our condition ! 


« Our governeſs, I believe, does not like theſe 
« ſort of things any more than we do; but that 
does 
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does us no good, becauſe the fright of a parſon 
* always will have his own way. She once did 
go /o far as to in/it, that having Martha in to 
te prayers with Sir Frederick Ifleworth's daughters 
© was mixing them with very :mproper company. 
© And what do you think, mama, was his inſo- 
ent anſwer? Truly, he faid, „whatever fe 
© might take into her head about diſtinct ions, in 
performing our duties to God one perſon was as 
« 1ccptable as anther.” Did you ever hear of 
« ſuch a poor, ignorant, ill-bred ſavage, not to 
« know the difference of rank, and rudely to 
« affront one, by faying to one's face one is no 
« bet ter than his dirty drab of a ſervant |! 


Oh, dear !—Oh, dear! what a happy crea- 
« tur2 is Clariſa! gaing about every where 
« making conqueſts every day - ourted by every 
« body —fattered by every body —and, as you 
« tell me, mama, juſt going to be married, to 


& have a coronet on ner coach, and to do whate- 
« ver ſhe pleaſes! 


« Now, for my part, mana, I do not want to 

« be married immediately, but I do very much 
e wich you would f2ad for us home, that we may 
&« be bride maids. Mrs. Trotter gives me ſone 
« comfort, by faying it is very likely you will 
have us ta be preſent at the ceremony, and that 
« witneſſing 
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« witneſſing Clary's wedding may be a ſtep to- 
« wards our own. 5 

Dear, ſweet mama! pray take compaſſion 
« on the drearineſs of our diſmal priſon, or pr 
« pare to hear we have hung ourſelves in ſpite 
« and vexation | Upon my word, that might 
ct have been our fate long ago, if, amongſt the 
« ruſt ies which form our monſtrous ſociety, there 
© had not been two families, a little better than 
the reſt one an attorney, the other a fort of 


« farmering gentleman. 


« We are all fond of muſic to diftraCtion ; and 


the young folks that belong to the old ones, 
« doing what they can to keep us alive, we have 
i hirherto been prevented from an act of deſpera- 
tim which your cruelty, dear mama, will not 
&« fail ty compleat. Therefore, pray ſend your 
c carriage for us, or order us to come to town 
ein the ſtage immediately: nay, if you chuſe that 
I ſhould take the journey on foot, even with- 
out ſhoes, I ſhall joyfully ſet out on the pilgri- 

% mage, and cripple onward as faſt as I can, to 


e prove how much, dear mama, I am your obe- 
dient and dutiful daughter, 


« ISABELLA ISLEWOR TH.” 
Whatever pleaſantry the peruſal of this witty 


compoſition had at firſt created in the ideas of 
Lady 
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Lady Iſleworth, was wholly diſperſed in her ſuc. 
ceeding interview with Sir Frederick - ſo intire- 
ly diſſipated, that, after having flown from the 
ſight of her barbarous tyrant, it was a very long 
time before ſhe could rally her ſcattered ſpirits to 
any ſettled point of contrivance. Now, all goed 
financiers well 4now, that the head ſhould be cold, 
and the thoughts collected, when a national or pri- 
vate debt muſt be contra-ted, for which the mi- 
niſter, the man, or the woman, has no ſecurity to 
ofter. 
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Reduced to this terrible dilemma, unknowing 
what to do, which way to turn, or where to look 
for redreſs, her diſtracted ladyſhip ſene down word 
to her hardly leſs deranged family, that, being 
ſuddenly indiſpoſed, they muſt fit down to dinner 
without her. 
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This meſſage alarmed none of the party except 
Clariſſa, who immediately ran up to enquire 
what was the matter. She tried the door—it 

| was locked; ſhe aſked admittance, but was re- 
fuſed entrance, with an authoritive command 
that ſhe ſhould direCtly return to the company, 
and not teaze a poor invalid with inſignificant 
queſtions.—Miſs Iſleworth reluctantly obeyed. 


„ Well, child, what ails mama?” whiſpered 
Lady Ann, ſeeing Clariſſa return ſo ſoon, © are 
we 
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we going to have a little brother or ſiſter palm- 
ed upon us? or is it only a fit of the vapours?” 


« | have not ſeen my mother,” replied Miſs 
Ieworth, © he is diſpoſed to reſt, and I would 
not diſturb her.” 


« Oh! you dear fittle prod: ] faid her gay 
ladyſhip, © this caution is even more indefenſible 
than your ep by ſtep advances to poor Clarence.“ 


She ſtill ſpoke in a low tone, but not ſo low 
as to prevent his Lordſhip now always ftati- 
onary at her elbow, from hearing himſelf na- 
med; and, catching hold of her hand with lover- 
lixe gallantry, he ſwore it ſhould be his priſon- 
er, till he knew how far he was concerned in 
the ſecret carrying on between her and Miſs 


Iſleworth. 


„ Shall I tell him?“ cried Lady Ann, laugh- 
ing. 


« For your ton fake, I ſhould hope not, re- 
plied Clarifla, whoſe complexion had before diſ- 
played, on its pure white, the crimſon flag of 
diſplaſure, and, riſing from her ſeat, ſhe retired 
to another part of the room, where her father 

Was 
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was amuſing himſelf with a book on | exeulation, 
chances, and odds. 


Lady Iſleworth found her conquered ſpirits, 
conſiderably reinforced, after eating half a boiled 
chicken, and drinking three glaſſes of Madeira. 
It happened, whilſt thus employed, that a lucky 
expedient croſſed her labouring brain —vanity 
gave it birth, and neceſſity nurtured it: thus it 
was brought about. 


She could not remember ever before to have 
ſhed a ſufficient number of tears at one time, to 
convince herſelf whether the poet's obſervation, 
that they are becoming to beauty, extended to 
her own particular caſt of features. To juſtify 
her curioſity on this head, ſhe threw her ſtream- 
ing eyes on the dreffing-glaſs, a monitor more 
faithful than flattering ; the was diſguſted with 
the truths it uttered he ſtarted at the blotted 


countenance it preſented—but more at the in- 
roads which forrow liquidated had made on the 


artificial bloom of her complexion. 


The rouge was at hand—the haftily repaired 

the damage her cheeks had ſuſtained—baniſhed 
care from her mind—and invited ſmiles to her 
face, crying out, How abſurd! Can the foe 
of animation be the friend of beauty ?” 


A few. 


__ - 
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A few falſe gems that ſparkled on her boſom | 


next attracted her attention: * Ah!” exclaim- 
ed ſhe, © had I but the ſubfance in my own poſ- 
ſeſſion of theſe paltry ſhadows, I might ill be 
happy!“ It was then that the lucky thought 
occurred how ſhe might get at the originals, 
and to what a charming uſe ſhe might convert 
them. 


Having digeſted the whole plan, and re- aſſu- 
med her uſual gaiety, Lady Iſleworth deſcend- 
ed from her dreſſing-room; and, when ſhe join- 
ed the feſtive circle below, was quite as good 
company as if nothing had happened to diſturb 
her; nor could the niceſt obſerver have diftin- 
guiſhed any leading features of gloom, diſcon- 
tent, or reſentment, by which to have traced 
her late fracas with Sir Frederick. " 


CHAP. XXII. 


 VEXATION ON VEXATION, 


Norwrrs STANDING the total priva- 
tion of money, every thing went on as ſwim- 
Vor. I. G miygly 
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mingly in Portman-ſquare as if the treaſury it- 
ſelf had been opened to ſupply the wants and 
wiſhes of Lady Iſleworth, who, at an enormous 
expence, contrived, by filling her houſe with 
dinner and ſupper parties, to make Lady Ann's 
confinement at home leſs infupportable, Sir Fre- 
derick having declared it againſt all et:quette, 
that his daughter-in-law thould exhibit en bride, 
until Lord Benvour had ſanctified her haſty 
nuptials, to which event he looked forward with 
the moſt ſanguine expectation; for, in defiance 
of their former quarrel on the ſubject of this 
union, when only in the embryo, he had him- 
ſelf condeſcended to mediate between the offend- 
ed and offenders ; nor did his Lordſhip's filence 
to a very laboured epiſtle in the leaſt diſcourage 


his , of a ſpeedy reconciliation. 


Already had Arthur Ifleworth been abſent 
from town ten days, and no body ſeemed to re- 
gret his deſertion leſs than Lady Ann herſelf. 
« What does it fignify ?” ſhe would fay, „Am 
I not married to the man? So whether he is 
here or there, he mwu/? drag his chain after him.” 


Lady Ifleworth adored her ſpirit, but Sir Fre- 
derick called it levity. Perhaps this appellation 
proceeded from the humour of the moment; for 
at the moment it eſcaped him various cauſes had 

combined 
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combined to make him ſee people and things 
through the mediutn of fretfulneſs. His agreea- 
ble friend, Mrs. Snug, had that morning eloped 
with a younger man than himſelf : on that morn- 
ing the member of a body corporate, by whoſe 
influence or avarice he had obtained a feat in 
Parliament ſeven years before, came to him, 
with the mortifying tidings that a weighty oppo- 
nent was already in the field, and ſhowering 
gold, like duft, upon the palms of his conſtitu- 
ents—obſerving, that there was no other me- 
thod of ſtopping the progreſs of this new candi- 
date, than by out-doing him in his own way; 
and concluded with a hint, that a brace cf thou- 
ſands, conveyed, through him, to his brethren 
of the corporation, might inſure his intereſt. 
But, had it inſured his ſal vation, Sir Frederick 
could not have raiſed the fine demande$; no, 
nor the twentieth part, if one hundred only 

— would have ſaved him from perdition. He had 
therefore nothing to give the greedy meſſenger 
but geod words, and nothing to ſend by him to 
his brethren but far promiſes !—a mighty old- 
faſhioned coin, which, in the preſent age of tri- 
fles, loſes all pretenſions to currency. 
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Beſides theſe ſources of vexation, another 
cauſe had preſented itſelf on the ſame morning, 
which filled the Baronet's mind with more in- 
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flammable matter than all the reſt of his croſſes ; 


it was a ſhort anſwer to a long letter, couched 
in the following terms. 


« SIR 
81 congratulate you and your family on your 
alliance to the noble houſe of Benvour; and 
e hope the honor you may derive from the con- 
« nection will compenſate for the inconveni- 
« ence of being encumbered with an unma- 
« nageable, unportioned young woman of qua- 
« lity, Your ſon has robbed me of what I can 
« very well ſpare, an undutiful daughter. I 
« ſend then neither my bleſſing nor my curſe ; 
« but mark me, Sir Frederick, I give 52 this 
« irrevocable affurance, that if a guinea might 
« fave your whole race from deſtruction I would 
© not advance it—by my life ! nor bequeath it 
« at my death. To-morrow I enter into a 
« ſecond engagement, from which I hope to have 
« children more deſerving of my love than La- 
« dy Ann Iſleworth. For the laſt time, I have 
« the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
« Sir, 
« Your obedient ſervant, 
« Benvour.” 


This letter, with many others, had lain ſome 
hours on the breakfaſt table, before the family 


aſſembled themſelves together. Lady Ann tof- 
ſed 


FASHIONABLE INVOLYEMENTS* 149 


ſed them over one by one, and at Jaſt came to 
that which, by the ſuperſcription, ſhe knew to 
be her father's, though, whether intended as a 
mark of contempt, or proceeding from accident, 
he had not ſtamped the envelope either with 
his name or his coronet. 


« Ho, ho!” cried ſhe, © this comes from 
my Lo d Huffy Gruffy, and no doubt contains 
an earthquake that will blow us all into the 
third heaven.” 


„Is my Lord any relation of your Lady- 
ſhip's?” aſked her mother in-law; for Sir Fre- 
ſhut up in another room with his friend the 
Alderman. 


This queſtion had ſuch an effect on the ri- 
fible faculties of Lady Ann, that, in a fit of 
laughter, next to convulſive, ſhe ſhouted out, 
« Dear Madam! is it poſſible that you ſhould 
not underſtand Huffy Gruffy and Lord Benvour 
are one and the ſame perſon ?” 


ar heake out into roptares = the 
explanation, declaring her a firſt-rate belle eſprit ; 
and that whether Lord Huify Gruffy might be 
kind or cruel, her fon Arthur would be ſuffici- 

| ently 


% 
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ently rich in a wife /o highly accompliſhed, and 
his family but tos happy in being allied to her 
zraces and her talents. © Indeed,” added ſhe, 
] with almoſt his lordſhip may hold back his 
pardon for a little time, juſt to give us all an 
opportunity of ſhewing our perfect and diſinte- 
reſted gratitude.”” 


« Well; but my dear Lady Ifleworth,” re- 
plied the wife of Arthur, who fat twiſting her 
father's letter into every fort of form, to get at 
the contents, “ ſuppoſe, as we are now all one 
family, and Sir Frederick not preſent, do you 
think he would be very angry if I Could break 
the ſeal, merely to take a peep at my papa? for, 
to tell you the truth, I am really dying with 
impatience.“ ö 


& Oh, to be ſure]! was the giggling reply, 
it is downright impoſſible he ſhould chide 
your amial le curiofity,” Clariſſa, on the con- 
trary, uſed a few unſucceſsful arguments, why 
ſhe ought to ſuſpend her inclination a little lon- 
ger, offering to go and ſeek for her father. 


« No, no; fit ſtill, child,“ ſaid her mother, 
nor preſume to check the wiſhes of your all- 
charming ſiſter !” 


« would 
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« would bet this magic bauble, cried La- 
dy Ann, twirling her wedding- ring on the ta- 
ble, «© fe would not do what I am going to do 
for the whole univerſe—open a letter not di- 
rected to herſelf, and, as ſhe ſpoke, applied her 
fingers to the ſeal ; but, before it divided, Sir 
Frederick ſhewed himſelf. © Huſh !”” ſhe ex- 
claimed, not a word about my ticked inten- 
tions.” She then preſented it to him, with the 
wax unbroken—told him from whence it came 
—aad intreated that he would inſtantly rcad i: 
aloud, for the edi ſication of au whom it might 
concern. 
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Her Ladyſhip thus gave him the hardeſt taſk 
he had ever been employed to execute, fo buſy 
were his hopes and fears in filling up his har- 
ralled mind with all the rubbiſh of deſperate 
anxieties. Should the Peer be propitious, his fon, 
his fortune, his pending election, all would do 
well; but vice verſa, and his fine proſpects 
muſt fall to the ground—his ſon is ruined, his 
fortune ſpent, and his election loſt! Is it then 
a matter of wonder that, as he haſtily ſwallow- 
ed Lord Benvour's ſavoury meſs of poiſon, the 
very ratſbane of his better expectations, his 
nerves, his ſight, his ſpeech ſhould be affected 
—that his hands ſhould tremble, his eye balls 
ſtart, and his tongue faulter—or that, throwing 

the 


152 FASHIONABLE IYOLVEMENTS. 


the letter frem him, he ſhould bounce out of the 


room with quivering lips, and ſuppreſſed exe- 
crations ? 


Why, what is the matter now?” cried La- 
dy Ann, © Sir Frederick ſeems prodigioufly diſſa- 
tisfhed! I am confident my father is much meek- 
er than I could ſuppoſe poſſible.” 


© Oh! never mind Sir Frederick,” replied 
his lady, © we ſhall all do mighty well by and 
bye :—but, my dear, I hope you have prepared 


a bridal dreſs for your appearance on Thurſ- 
day * 


4 Now would I give any thing in the world, 
but my youth and my beauty,” ſaid Lady Ann, 
to know who it will be.“ 


« Of what are you thinking?” aſked Lady 
Ille worth; “ perhaps of the happy man who 
will be honored with your fair hand on Thurf- 
day?“ 


« Nothing about it,” ſhe replied; © fo far 
from thinking of a partner for myſelf, I can on- 
ly gueſs—gueſs—gueſs, and all to no purpoſe, 
who can be the maiden or the widow that con- 

| | ſents, 


* 
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ſents, at ſuch Hort notice, to lead up the ma- 
trimonial dance with my hobbling papa ?” 


« Come, come, be more ſerious, my little 
giddy friend,” faid the ſage matron, © his lord- 
ſhip only threatens, depend on it; he will never 
do ſo filly an action. I beg you will think no 
more of it, but anſwer me ſoberly. 


« Have you choſe your colour and your orna- 
ments? for I have told Sir Frederick that ns 
power pon. earth ſhall make me put off my 
ball.” 


& Dear Madam,” returned Lady Ann, ſhrug- 
ging her ſhoulders, © how ſhould I chuſe f/#s or 
ornaments *® Why, don't you know I have not 
a guinea in the world? Arthur has taken all 
the contents of my purſe to Newmarket, from 
whence I expect but a doomſday account of ei- 
ther my man or my money? 


« I beg your pardon,” cried the mother of 
that-man, I ſhall ſend my people of buſineſs 
for your Ladyſhip's orders, and muſt hold my- 
ſelf for ever diſobliged ſhould you ſpare any ſort 
of expence, ſuited to the daughter of Lord. Ben- 
vour and the wife of Mr. Ifleworth.” 


G 3 Whilft 
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Whilſt Lady Ann returned thanks for this 
very broad commiſſion, to derange, if poſſible, 
the family affairs more than they were deran- 
ged before, ſhe ſaw, from the window, Lord 
Clarence, indolently ftrolling down the ſquare ; 
her hat was on—ſhe invited Clarifla to go out 
with her, that they might ei e on him before 
he entered the houſe, and make him walk with 
them in the garden. Miſs Iſleworth would have 
diſregarded Lady Ann's invitation ; but a look 
from her mother, indicating that her diſplea- 
ſure would be the conſequence of a refuſal, made 
her comply with the unpleaſant requiſition. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


7 ASMIONABLE INVOLYVYEMENTS COTRASTED WITH 
CHEAP LIVING. l 


Lavy BLEWORTH was, in reality, more 
hurt than ſhe appeared to be, when Sir Frede- 
rick withdrew fo abruptly from the breakfaft 
table, not that ſhe very much concerned her- 

ſelf 
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ſelf about the occaſion of his diſpleaſure, but, 
having, brought him into good humour, ſhe 
did not like to fee him re-diſcompoſed, having 
always before her eyes the fear that he might 
relapſe into a fit of obſtinacy, become unma- 
nageable, and force her to relinquiſh the bal, 
now within eight days of completion ;—cruel 
misfortune! the more to be apprehended, be- 
cauſe ſhe thought it probable, though extremely 
filly, that he might conceive it tas great a com- 
pliment paid to Lord Benvour, if they ſhould 
make any extraordinary parade on account of 
his daughter. © Heaven help me!” cried ſhe, 
« if he ſhould take ſuch a crotchet into his head, 
poſitively we are all undone!” and away ſhe 
tripped, to prevent, if poſſible, the threatened 
danger. 


She found the dreaded maſter of her revels in 
his ſtudy : he was neither reading nor writing, 
| but ftretched upon bis back at full length, on 
three ſtocls, which, for the greater bodily eaſe, 
he had formed into a fort of fofa—his tortured 
mind rolling in agony, for which there could be 
invented no poſture of repoſe—his eyes were clo- | 
ſed— his clenched hands reſted on his forehead 
and, as ſhe entered the room, a groan ſaluted 
her ears, which might have been ſuppoſed to 
come from a diſconſolate malefactor when taking 
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his laſt view of the world, followed by an excla- 
mation ſo furious, as greatly terrified, and had 
nearly driven her back, without endeavouring to 


eſtabliſh her purpcſe; but it was tas late—he 


heard the door open, and demanded who was 
there ? 


lt is only me,” ſaid his lady, gaining cou- 
rage. What, in the name of wonder! Sir 
Frederick, could make you frighten poor Lady 
Ann, by flying from us in ſuch an unaccountable 
manner?“ 


« Por Lady Ann!” he retorted, lifting him- 
ſelf a little up, and reſting on his elbow, © poor 
indeed |/—damn'd paar Arthur has made a fine 
hand of it!“ 


« Piſh! you love to look on the dark-com- 
plexioned fide of every thing : I wiſh, like me, 
you would think that all happens for the beſt.” 


« And I wiſh, Madam, you would explain 
how it can be for the beſt, that I and my fami- 
ly ſhould be 8— to maintain the coquet- 
1: daughter of ——” 


4. Hold! my dear,” cried her ladyſhip, © on 


tis ſcore I mult beg 1 to interrupt you: La- 
dy 


4+ Lewy, 
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dy Ann is, without diſpute, the moft elegant, 
moſt polite, mot accompliſhed woman that you or 
I have ſeen on the town fince we were firſt mar- 
ried.” 


Lady Ifleworth did not always ſpeak after a 
pattern; and ſhe here made uſe of a phraſe ſeldom 
coupled with nob:lity. Sir Frederick caughtit up 
with ill-natured ſpitefulneſs, and replied, « I 
never heard that ſhe had been on the town, but 
her talents and her poverty may bring her there 


at laſt, and not a curſe ſhall I care; — let Arthur 
look to that.” 


« But why—why Sir Frederick will you put 
yourſelf out of temper for trifles ? I do proteſt I 
have the hige/t opinion of Lady Ann; I am ſure 
that ſhe will rank with the very firſt of faßbiona- 
ble wives; and Arthur may be the happie/# of 
huſbands, if it is not his ow? fault. 


Then,“ replied he, ſneeringly, ©* your hope- 
Ful offspring muſt be of the camelioa breed ; for, 
if he cannot live upon air, he muſt be as miſera- 
ble a dog as his father. Harkye, Madam !—if 
J loſe my election, as it is ten to one that I ſhall, 
having no means left to ſecure it, my next ſtep 
muſt be to the Bench.” 


« God 
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« God forbid !” cried her ladyſhip, giving her 
voice the tone of alarm, whilſt herface and her 
ſmiles retained all their charming ſtore of noncha- 
leuce, „If you would be but a little more rea- 
ſonable, I could open ſucb proſpects to your view 
as would make you laugh at your own hy/terical 
fancies.” 


« Could any thing excite me to mirth, it 
would be your folly, my dear. What, pray, is 
the raree ſhow your ingenuity has prepared to 
cheat me out of my ſenſes? Take care not to 
awaken my ftarved hopes, unleſs you have folid 
food to give them when they are rouſed. 


« Well, and fo I have :—there is my ball. 
you know it is only four days to my ball!“ 


« My Lady Iſleworth! do you call this ſalid 
comfort? 


« Undoubtedly ! for, if you are not diſpoſed to 
be pleaſed with the ball it, yet the conſequen- 
ces! the conſequences, my dear, muſt delight 
you * 

« As how !” ſaid the Baronet, ſtarting on his 
feet, and running to the window, to look after 
two handſome horſes, led by two grooms round 
the ſquare. © Curſe the ſcoundrels !—T will ſend 

them 
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them to the devil, for walking theſe creatures out 
of their ſtable before the ſweat can have taken 
effect! He rung the bell furiouſſy gave or- 
ders about his horſes, as if his mind was engaged 
on no other ſubject— and then aſking his lady, 
who had not ceaſed ES why ſhe did not 
proceed ? 


I have been talking without being heard 
You was ſo engroſſed, my dear, with your grooms 
and your horſes, that you have xt attended to 
what I was ſaying about my Lord Clarence and 
Clariſſa. 


4 Dos you really and truly believe it will ever 
be a match?” ſaid Sir Frederick, eagerly : 
« Let that but happen! Clarence is an honeſt 
fellow, who will not ſee me turned out of my bo- 
rough for want of money to ſupport my intereſt ! 
Yet—now I recollect how came you ſo certain 
of the matter? Why, it appears to me, that Cla- 
rence cares for no woman in the world but 
Arthur's wife! 


« It is you, Sir Frederick, who have been 
miſtaken, and 7 am in the right!” She then 
poured into his greedy ears ſo pretty a love-tale, 
Founded upon miſconſtruction, and garniſbed with 
fable, that ſhe completely impoſed on his ſhallow 
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underſtanding,. eſtabliſhed her own plans, reſtor - 
ed him to good temper, and, when he met his fa- 
mily and friends at dinner, he was not the — 
Jocoſe of the joyous party. | . 

By ſome chance or other, Lord Clarence, that 
day, deſerted the fide of Lady Ann, and ſeated 
himſelf next to Miſs [ſlewogth who alſo came in 
for a large portion of his civil ſp@ches, ſo that 
every thing conſpired to keep up- Sir Fredericks 
newly acquired ſpirits; and now he wiſhed for 
T hurſday and the ball with as much avidity as 
Lady Ifleworfh herſelf. Lord Clarence, it was 
predetermined, would then throw off his mour- 
ning for one wife, and be the declared candidate 
for another ;—in a few weeks after his daughter 
would become a woman of quality ;—of courſe, 
that he ſhould borrow from his lordſhip five 
thouſand pounds, to enſure his borough :—views 
ſo captivating, whether conſidered in the light 
of ambition or convenience, completely ſwallow- 
ed all remembrances of paſt. or preſent difficu]- 
ties. Even Mrs. Snug was forgotten: ſo that 
the three ſucceeding days galloped along with. 
feſtive velocity, to overtake thoſe travelling be- 
fore them with the fame poſt-hafte. . | 


That feet luxury of quiet, that harmony of 
nothings, which at times and ſeaſons are the hap- 
pieſt moments of rational creatures, never per- 

vaded 
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vaded the houſe in Portman-ſquare : there all 
was hurry and riot: diffipation vanquiſhed reſt, 

and fleep could take no revenge on his foes, un- 
| til they were ran down by fatigue; when, 
in the full face of day they would ſubmit to his 
fetters, merely to renovate their fired nature for 
new miduight orgies. 


Arthur, in Tis long abſence, had written no 
more than one ſhort letter to Lady Ann, in which 
he told her al! his money was gone—that ſhe 
muſt ſet about ſqueezing new ſupplics out of the 
ald Peer—that the meeting would be over in two 
days—that he ſhould then leave Newmarket on 
a ſhooting party—that he could not politively ſay 
when he ſhould return homc—bat hoped ſhe 
would mean time divert herſelf with his mother 
and her viſitors; which charge ſhe did not find 
it in her inclinations to treat with neglect. 


The project of recovering her jewels, which 
engendered on the turnabout brain of Lady Iſle- 
worth, as ſhe ſurveyed their repreſentatives in 
her drefling-glaſs, was now ſettled into a regular 
ſyſtem, of ſwindling what ſhe till conſidered as 
ber property out of the uſurer's hands, by whom 
they were detained for value received. She 
knew him to be a man as ſteady to his hours of 
doing buſineſs, as invariably fixed in the habit of 

els | always 
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always doing it to his own advantage. The 
tfanſations of the day conſtantly ended with him 
at vine in the evening: her ladyſhip therefore call- 
ed at his door, when ſure that he would be at 
home and diſengaged, 


Mr. Bateman received her with an auſterity 
of countenance, unlike the ſmiles of pleaſure that 
uſed to gladden his canvas- coloured face on for- 
mer confilential interviews. 


He was ſmoking his little dry figure by the 
ſide of two ſticks and a coal, the chimney being 
curiouſly conſtructed to prevent the waſte of 
ſuel—his ſhrivelled limbs were wrapped in a 
dirty flannel gown, and his ſhaking head invel- 
loped with a red worſted night-cap. 


Such was his fituation—ſuch his appearance, 
when Lady Ifleworth, who would not have her 


arrival announced, followed a boy, as much in 
diſhabille as his maſter, to the ſanctum Janctorum 
of her prudent truſtee. 


The heedleſs unconcern of her firſt entr# loſt 
ſomewhat of its original eaſe, at finding herſelf 
very ceremoniouſly accoſted with 


« Well, Madam, are you come to tell me that 
I am as greata fool in your opinion as I am 
thought 
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thought to be by yer huſband? Are you 


come to draw my teeth ?—that is, Do you 
mean to perſuade me out of the only fecurity 
I have for the va/? ſums of money my goed 
nature has ſupplied you with? I afk you my 
Lady, if, like Sir Frederick, you expect I 
ſhall reſign -y truſt to what yet remains «uncon- 
ſumed of my old friend your tather's kard earn- 
ed, ill ſpent riches? I tell you, my Lady, I 
will do no ſuch thing! So I wiſh your Ladyſhip 
a very good night. I have got a cold, and 
am going to bed—ſo I ſay I with you, my La- 
dy, a very good night!“ 


Lady Ifleworth had been ſilent to the end, 
that ſhe might collect all her rhetoric into one 
point of eloquence, with which to combat his 
unpromifing ſuſpicions. She liſtened till he had 
done, without once interrupting his angry ſaluta- 
tion, or his more angry adieus, But, ſeeing him 
about to ſhuffle out of the room, exerting her- 
ſelf to detain him, ſhe explained the nature of 
Sir Frederick's viſit ſo much to her own advan- 
tage, as to make her intereſt with the cent per 
cent miſer ſtronger than ever. 


It was now that confidence took place of diſ- 
truſt, Her eyes flaſhed good humour—her 
tongue was oiled with complacency—till ſh 

had 


164 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


had actually talked him ſo much out of his ſen- 
ſes, that, before they parted, ſhe prevailed over 
his caution to truſt her with her own jewels, 
to decorate, as ſhe ſaid, the perſon of Miſs Iſle- 
worth, for one night only—the night of nights ! 
the night of her grand gala ! but under pro- 
miſe to have them delivered up the very next 
morning, which he calculated would be about 
eight and forty hours that theſe dear depolits 
would be out of his own poſſeſſion; for which 
indulgence he accepted the ſmall premium of 
fifty pounds, another debt to be added to her al- 
ready prolific lift of obligations. 


Never did -woman make a better bargain, or 
man a worſe: yet both had their ends, and 
both were equally fatisfied. —The taker-in de- 
parted under the happieſt of certainties, carry- 
ing with her the valuable cargo of her earthly 
treaſures ;—the tater-in remained behind, to grin 
at his imaginary good luck, and to hug himſeli 
on the probability that this might not be the 4% 
occaſion ſhe would have for the uſe of her 
jewels. 


Beſides the natural ſuggeſtions of an extor- 
tioner, he entertained others of a domeſtic nature 
e to the 3 

„ 


The 
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The jewels had been borrowed for the expreſs 
purpoſe of giving ſplendor to Miſs Ifleworth's 
appearance, and promoting her marriage with 
Lord Clarence; and Bateman defired any body's 
alliance with that rumed family, rather than it 
ſhould be united to his ewn ; and, for reaſons 
then only known to himſelf, but which we are 
now going to lay before our readers, he heartily 
wiſhed ſucceſs to her ladyſhip's undertaking ; he 
would have done more—he would have given it 
all the ſupport in his power, money excepted. 


. 1 
CHAP. XXIV. q 
i | 
| A SHORT HISTORY, bY 
| we | 
Inv the middle ftage of his life, and in the full b: 
tide of proſperous fortune, Mr. Bateman inter- 1 
married with the younger branch of a noble | 
p houſe, which, tottering on its worm-eaten foun- | 
dation, was glad to find a prop in ſo wealthy a 
a; | 


Beſides 
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« My fon,” laid he, © let the world ſay what 
they pleaſe of my parſimony, reſpect you their 
opinions! If I am a miſer, they may deſpiſe 
me, becauſe they get nothing by my frugality : 
for the ſame reaſon you ſhould honour me, be- 
cauſe all | gain by my ſavings will be your's in 
good time. I am not like mf fathers, who 
plead poverty, to make their ſons as great eco- | 
nomiſts as themſelves. I have ſpared nothing on 
your education I ſhall ſpare nothing on your 
pleaſures. You are a gentleman— would have 
you live and ſpend lite a gentleman ! There is 
but ane folly that | zever will pardon: Marry 
to ſatisfy my views, and, if I die to-morrow, 
you are maſter of half a million !—Marry to 
diſpleaſe me, and you are a beggar / Once for 
all I tell you my mind,.to avoid being peſtered 
with /ove-tales in favour of any needy Miſs who 
may catch you in her fails, and perſuade you 
that love bare-footed, is better than love in a 
coach and fix !” 


With this folemn charge funding i in his ears, 
Percival Bateman left the preſence of his father, 
to call on Lord Dunſton, his mother's uncle, it 
being before agreed upon that they ſhould go 
that night to the opera, where the tempter to 
evil threw a ſtumbling block in the way of poor 
Percival, which, if it did not abſolutely break 

the 
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Beſides being a woman of faſhion, Mrs. Bate- 
man was endowed with ſo much beauty, toge- 
ther with ſo many ammable qualities, that, as 
long as the lived, ſhe not only maintained her 
empire over the heart of her huſband, t, by 
watching the growth of avarice, And ei a- 
vouring to root it from his mind, his character 
acquired a fort of temporary reſpeCtability, which 
laſted no longer than herſelf: at her death, the 
ill ſeeds of a narrow diſpoſition fprung up in 
their native ſoil, and over ran every liberal idea 
which ſhe, with perſevering diligence, delighted 
to cultivate, 


One fun was the only folace of his widow- 
boo, and to enrich him, by every poſſible 
means, his only purſuit. He followed the gol- 
den phantom of gain, not through the paths by 
which probity would have brought him, though 
more flowly, to the haven of his purpoſe, but 
obtained it by a nearer cut—by ſtriking into a 
road where honeſty never travelled, and by gal- 
loping over "the neceſſities of the necęſſitous, or 
turning them to his own account, he helped him- 
felf along in fo ſpeedy a manner, that he greet- 
ed his fon with this remarkable ſpeech, on the 
day which completed the eighteenth year of his 
age. | 
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the neck of all filial obedience, very much diſlo- 
cated his will to perform that part of which de- 


pended more on his hcart than his duty. 


Fathers and Cupid are ever at variance. (Md 
Bateman's ſovereign contempt of his godſhip's 
management, in ſometimes coupling a youth, fa- 
mous for his riches, with a maiden famous for 
her lack of them, the mortified deity, conſcious 
that he ſeldom plays theſe miſchievous pranks, 
and never but in ſport, indignantly reſolved to 
revenge on the ſon the ſins of his father, and 
that very night threw all his ſpirited eſſence into 
the lovely blue eyes of the young Clariſſa: his 
arrows he dipped in lucid poiſon, and hurled 
them at the devoted Perceval, who, it may be 
remembered, cried out, on her firſt coming into 
the box, What a phenomenon! Modeſty 
unites with vivacity, and ſenſibility has joined 
itſelf with infantine graces, to form that adora- 
ble creature! 


The image of her charms, at this early period, 
ſo fondly imprefled his imagination, as to 
make her the ſubject of his praiſe on all occaſi- 
ons even in the preſence of his father; who, 
taking the alarm which the warmth of his ex- 
preſſions juſtified, demanded to know the ſitua- 
tion of his heart; and with ſo much cunning 

' addreſs 
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addrefs he managed the inquiries, as cheated 
his ſon into the fulleſt confeſſion of his very na- 
tural ſentiments for the young lady, and drew 
from the old gentleman an irrevacable denuncia- 
tion of wrath, ſhould he ever think of a ſerious 
connection with any daughter of Lady Ifle- 
worth's. But, notwithſtanding all the precaution 
he could ſuggeſt, and that his fon was far 
enough removed out of the way of temptation 
when her ladyſhip made her laſt viſit, yet he 
could not help rejoicing that there appeared a 
certainty of Clariſſa's being diſpoſed of before 
his ſon's return to Europe, thereby cutting off 
all poſſible contingencies hereafter. 


Should my readers be diſſatisfied with this 
narrow ſketch of a narr mind, I hope to 
bring them into good humour with me again, 
by running after Lady Iſle worth, and diſcloſing 
more of the family ſecrets, it being an eſtabliſhed 
fact, that one neighbour dearly loves to know 
how another neighbour thrives. 


When people carve thrivingly for themſclves, 
they ſcorn to be the ſlaves of opinion, or ſtop in 
the progreſs of their purſuits, any more than 
cid the wife of Sir Frederick, who, by vouch- 
ing and varniſhing, againſt all good faith and 
honor, having z-mpoſed on the Impoſer-general to 
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truſt the jewels in her hands, carried them no 
further than to a friend of her own, who ſhe 
#new to have lately had a good run at play, was 
fiuſh of money, and would accommodate her 
wants on immoderate terms of intereft, ſuppoſing 
the ſecurity to be anſwerable fourfold for the 
ſum demanded. 


Seven thouſand pound had been the original 
purchaſe of the coſtly gems, on which ſhe could 
obtain no more than ſix hundred, beſides liqui- 
dating a debt of honor: the a mount of which 
altogether, left what may be called the ſou/s eſ- 
ſence of old Bateman in pledge for a round thou- 


ſand. 


She longed to buy a thouſand things on her 
way home, particularly the pawn-broker's watch, 
which had before ſo much ſtruck her fancy as a 
proper preſent to Lady Ann; but it being late 
before the negociation terminated, ſhe was for- 
ced to ſuſpend her intentions till the next day.— 
The ſhops were all !hut—a diſappointment from 
which there could be no appeal. In her ſhort 
drive ſhe made out a lift of articles to be bought 
on the following morning, egually uſeful with 
the watch of her idolatry: the only omitted 
memorandums were—the demands of the curate's 
wife, and thoſe of her two exiled daughters. 


Briſkly 


F> 
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Briſkly entering her houſe between eleven 
and twelve, ſhe gaily tripped to the drawing 


room, and had the exquiſite felicity of finding 


her faro-table already arranged, crouded round 
by an hoſt of precious friends, who devoted 
ſome part of every night to the amuſement, as 
they ſaid, of Lady Ann; it being agreed, by 
general conſent, that ſhe mut confine herſelf to 
domeſtic enjoyments, till ſhe could enter into the 
world by the beaten path of preſentation. 


Lady Iſleworth drew out her purſe, threw 


her gold on the table, and began cocking her 


card, with an avidity which prevente. her from 
obſerving, that neither Lady Ann, Clariffa, or 
Lord Clarence, made up the aſſembly. Some 
d queſtions, aſked in an odd manner, by a 
round ſhouldered witchified old woman of qua- 
lity, who never opened her lips, except to 
make a paſſage for the bilious conceptions of her 
acid diſpoſition, might have rouſed her attenti- 
on, could any thing have withdrawn it from 
her ſtake and her card.“ Pray, Madam,” ſhe 
ſpitefully aſked, © have you brought Mr. Ifle- 
worth to his ſenſes? Is poor Lady Ann reco- 
vered? And what, I beg to know, is become 
ef Sir Frederick and my Lord Clarence ? 
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& Oh, that dear nine of diamonds!” ex- 
claimed her ladyſhjp, © it is always my friend; 
I ſhould have been ruined long ago, but for that 
divine card |” She ſwept a conſiderable ſum 
into her pool: then, turning to her inguiſitive 
neighbour, anſwered her enquiries as deaf peo- 
ple pretending to hear would have anſwered 
them. | 


Really I do not know when to expect Mr. 
Iſleworth—Lady Ann is mightily ſatisfied 
Yes, yes, Madam, to a certainty Lord Cla- 
rence will come back to us again. 


Arthur entered, with Lady Ann leaning on 
his arm, juſt as his mother pronounced the 
laſt word. Well,” ſaid he, drawing near the 
table, with a half ſatisfied half doubtful air, 
« I am come to make my peace with you a/l: 
T was in a curſed paſſion, and beg pardon that 
the effefts of it ſhould diſturb you—not that I 
think myſelf much to blame neither.” 


Here he was interrupted by her ladyſhip's 
aſking, in a tone of {urpriſe, how long he had 
deen returned, and what he had done to offend 
her company? 


ha: 
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What any other huſband would have done, 
he replied, © wio had caught ſo handſome a 
fellow as a Clarence at tie feet of his wife!“ 


« Impoſſible !”” crizd Lady Ile worth, © you 
muſt have been miſtaken.” 


« No, no; I ſnall acquit the blunderer my- 
ſelf,” retorted his unabathed rib, “as far as ap- 
pearances can acquit him. It is guite certain, 
that when he abruptly broke in upon us, I had 
retired to the next room witn Clarence: he did 
allo find that woe-begone widower pratuling at 
my fe:t; but his ſighs (ill-bred wretch as he 
was) were tributary to Arthur's ier, and not 
to Artkur's ci; he only wanted e to be his 
advocate with Clariſſa, I was extremely angry 
with your fon for making ſuch a noſe about the 
matter: but, having ſince explained it to the 
ſatisfaction of all parties, his lordſhip is juſt 
now in the act of being preſented with all due 
forms by Sir Frederick as an accepted lover; fo 
no doubt they will be @s happy as lovers gene- 
rally are on ſuch ſort of ſc.emnities. J 


This public declaration of Lord Clarence's 
intention was received by Lady Ifleworth with 
Joyful exclamations, bordering on the language 
of folly. From the re of the party it met 
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with that fort of tifſue reception which is com- 
poſed of incredulous ſmiles, ill. diſſembled envy, 
and worſe acted participation of a conceited mo- 
ther's exultations, who, quite intoxicated, caught 
at the ſounds of congratulation, without percei- 
ving that they iſſued from the ſource of inſince- 
rity, and that not one, at lea of her female 
gueſts, but would rather had heard Lady Ann 
was detected in that amour they were all very 
ſure ſhe was catrying on with Lord Clarence, 
than that hz ſhould ſcreen her reputation, by 
raiſing Miſs Iſleworth to the rank of his coun- 
teſe. 


The chagrin of ſome, on this doubly mortify- 
ing occaſion, was only expreſſed, though in 
ſtrong enough characters, by a ſcroll which the 
finger of diſcontent had written on their fea- 
tures, whilſt others confined their feelings to a 
freer, a ſhrug, or a whiſper, ſo as to be clearly 
underſtood, except by the old woman who firſt 
addreſſed Lady Iſle worth with queſtions about 
her family, and ſhe bluntly declared it to be the 
molt extraordinary well managed affair that had 
ever happened within her obſervation. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXV. 


THE MIDNIGHT CONFERENCE. 


Lorp CLARENCE made his appearance 
no more that night in the drawing-room of his 
mama ele; but, after the lover- lite interview 
was over, and which, in his then ſtate of per- 
plexity, was ſhortened to the mere limits of de- 
cency, he adjourned. to his own houſe, there to 
conſider what dangers are attendant on propen- 
ſities to illicit gallantries, and to caſt up the 
ſum total of all the penalties he was likely to 
pay for having tos much indulged them. 


One friend, the confidant of his lordſhip's 
penchant for Miſs Iſleworth from its earlieft pe- 
riod, and who alone was privy to his change 
of ſentiments in favour of Lady Ann, now oc- 
curred to his recollection as the only perſon to 
whom he could apply for conſolation or advice. 
To this friend he diſpatched a ſhort note, con- 
taining only the following words. 


« Dear 
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« Dezr Col. dead or live let me fee you, the 
i inſtant you get my ſummons! Fiching in 
« troub;eu waters, I am ſouſed over head and 
« ears. Marriage is the word! Come and 
drag me out, or I ſhall be ſuffocated !” 


The ſervant who carried this curious billet, 
was ordered to find Sir James Collington, where- 
ver he might be; and fo adroitly he executed 
his commiſſion, that after ſearching two hours, 
in houſes of all deſcriptions, for this every where 
well-known man of pleaſure, about half an hour 
aſter midnight he came up with him at a noted 
receptacle for idle young men, who have nothing 
ini purſuĩt but their ewn deſttuction. 


Sir James opened the mandate which com- 
manded him to break from the joyous circle, 
who were that night to have ſupped at his ex- 
pence, and without ſtaying to digeſt the contents, 
he bid the waiter get him a hackney coach— 
recommended the company to make themſelves 
merry in his 2bſznce—(wore that he was going 
to meet a woman of quality at her own apart- 
ment, whoſe partiality for him could be only 
equalled by the adoration paid to her celeſtial 
charms from all the reſt of mankind - could not 
lay when he weuld be able to return —hoped it 
would not he later than twe——but, ſnould he be 


detained 
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detain2d beyond that time, inſiſted on their ũt- 
ting down to table, and depend on his joining 
them at his fit leiſure. 


A coach ſtopped at the door—he leaped into 
it without further ceremony—and ſoon found 
himſelf, not in the preſence of his beautiful in- 
cognito, but in the apartment of Lord Clarence, 
who, tired with pacing up and down, impati- 
ent at the delay of his meſſenger, and not know- 
ing what to do with his own reflections, had juſt 
began a ſecond note to Sir James, who, he con- 
cluded, muſt have gone into the country, . whe- 
ther he intended to ſend it by expreſs. . At this 
critical moment Sir James ſtood before him, and 
his ſpirits revived at fight of ſo well-tried a 
champion, in whom he confided to extricate him 
out of the horrible involvement. into. which he 
had precipitately tumbled... 


No lawyer,” compoſing for the inſpection of 
his counſel, could be more tediouſly prolix in pre- 
paring his brief, than was the Earl of Clarence 
in ſhowing his complaint to the ear of friendſhip. 
We ſhall not follow him in all his repetitions, , 
but juſt borrow ſo much from the matter and 
manner as will lead us, by the light of his own 
language, and through a ſhorter path, to the very 
marrow ct his grievances. 
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He began with bitterly inveighing againſt his 
evil deſtiny; fir, that it had made him ſenſible 
to the charms of Miſs Iſleworth, at a time when 
his paſſions were more deeply taken in by the 
ſeeming inſurmountable bar which oppoſed their 
gratification z and next, that it had decoyed him 
into retirement, where he could find no other em- 
ployment than to nurſe his curſed romantic ideas, 
and ft him for the part of foo! and ina ve, which 
he tal fince ated; ſo much to his own confuſion. 
« ] never till now,” ſaid the deſponding Peer, 
* conſidered the death of my wife as a misfor- 
tune; but henceforward that event will put on 
another complexion. She was paſſi ve, obedient, 
unreſiſting—1 could lead or drive her as it ſuited 
my purpoſe or my inclinations.” 


A loud laugh from Sir James interrupted the 
paſſionate eulogium he pronounced on the merits 
6 « I thought,” ſaid his 
friend, © you had ſent for me to help you out 
with the living, and not to hear your lamentation 
over the dead What is it you mean, my Lord? 
Explain how it happens that the Iſleworths have 
drawn you into their net; for, by the contents 
_ of your note, I can underſtand nothing plainer 
than that you have promiſed to marry their 
daughter ;—laft night you ſwore to renounce the 
idea of this connection. 

« And 


— 
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« Aud renounce it I wil!“ interrupted his 
lordſhip, © if there yet remains a probability of 
eſcaping their damned machinations. The devil 
take Arthur, and the whole race of blockheads 
from which he is deſcended !”” 


« Have a care,” cried Sir James, © in bid- 
ding the devil take the huſband, that you diſen- 
gage his wife from the contract; for, if I ſpell 
right, you will not be ſo ready to reſign her as 
you are to give away poor Arthur—and you know 
they are one fleſh to all intents and purpoſes !” 


© That is as it may be,” replied Lord Cla 
rence; © I am not the firſt man, if I ſhould be 
ſo inclined, who, in ſuch caſes, have ſplit the mat- 
ter, without confounding the ſubfance. But all 
this hap-hazard converſation is nothing to the 
point. I am involved: and, when I have told 
you how deeply, either ſhew me a way to get 
out, or ſhoot me through the head. In two 


words, I will nat live for Clariſſa, but am ready 


to die for Lady Arun!” 


Enough!“ ſaid his friend; © ſay on, and 


we will ſee what can be done to ſerve and fave 
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His lordſhip, thus encourages, began as follows. 
© do not know how it is, but I have taken up 
an averſen to Milfs Iſlevorth, infiniicly ſtronger 
than my former partiality for the ſame object, ard 
this diſlike has increaſed on every interview with, 
her faſinatiug ſiſter- in-la ! It happened this 
evening, that by ſome confounded chance or 
other, I followed Artaur's wife, as ſhe retreated 
from the company, to an adjacent apartment. 
We were alone: ſhe divinely kind—and TI, the 
moit enamoured of men, had fallen at her fee: 
in an ecſtacy of gratitude, when the door burſt 
open, and in ruſhed her ſavage huſband ! I felt 
abaſhec, but tried to look ſturdy ;—Lady Ann 
flew to meet him, without betraying ſurpriſe or 
conſcicuſneſs ; and, for the firſt time, I found 
my proweſs ſtimulated by the ſuperior courage 
of a weman The interloper, with a ghaſtly 
grin of a defiance, puſhed the elegant creature 
from his arms, and, without uttering a word, ran 
furiouſly back to thoſe male devit, who, Il 
be ſworn, had filled his empty head with ſurmiſes 
on our quittiug their humdrum party to enjoy a 
comfoctable tete-a-tite, What he ſaid to thoſe 
incarnates on finding us together, I do not 
know; but we heard his diſtant voice, like a 
whirlwind, that ſwept all other ſounds before it. 
To make ſhort of the ftory—Juſt as my divine 
miſtreſs had thought me the only leſſon which 

could 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 181 


cou.d be tranſlated to her advantangec, Arthur, 
reinforced by the preſence of his father, obtruded 

himſelf a ſccand time; 2nd both were audvarcing 
towards me with the haſty ſteps of menacing 
heroes, when, without permitting them Iciſure 
to accuſe me, accordingly to J. ady Ann's haſtily 
preconcerted plan, I boid/y Cemand Sir Frede- 
rick's conſent to addreſs his daughter, pretend- 
ing that I owed her ladyſhip's condeſceniien, in 
allowing me a private audience, to her delire cf 
promoting my happineſs, which wholly depended 
on Miſs Ifleworth's good opinion, and to my ear- 
neſt ſolicitation, that ſhe would grant me her 


attention for a few moments, to declare my ſen- 


timents, as well as to implore her intereſt. The 
beſt player on the ſtage cannot perform to his 
own advantage, except he is well ſeconded. I 
was wonderfully ſupported by the abilities of 
my heroine; and our jon endeavours produced 
ſuch an effect on the credulity of our auditors, 
that before a quatrel began peace was eſtabliſhed. 
Arthur, if he had any remaining doubts, prudent- 
ly put them in his pocket; he embraced his 
wife, and ſhook me heartily by the hand; whilſt 
the Baronet, as if by inſpiration he had ſuſpected 
the ſacrifice I made was not a voluntary one, 
dragged me from the graſp of his fon, and, with 
a thouſand fine ſpeeches of the honour done to 
himſelf, hit family, and I know not what—of 
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my great goodneſe—hurried me through the 
apartment occupied by the faro-players, to Cla- 
riſſa's dreſſing- room — ſent for her to attend him 
there—and, having preſented me as her future 
huſband, left us together. We were both filly 
enough on the occaſion: I made love without 
paſſion, and fe received it without attention. 
The ſcene was bort, yet ſufficiently tedious ; and 
I broke from it to conſult you, on meaſures to 
diſſolve an engagement which, at all hazards, I 
am determined never to ratify.” 


« And what will you give an honeſt fellow to 
take her off your hands? faid Collington.” 


„ The thing is impoſlible !”” replied his lord- 
ſhip, © ſhe is the vaineſt prude in nature 
Cold, inſenſible, unfeeling, the extreme reverſe 
of Lady Ann, or I might ſtill have loved her as 
] once did, almoſt to madneſs; for, in the arti- 
cle of beauty, I confeſs ſhe exceeds all the wo- 
men in the world, but nſenbility /—curſed in- 
ſenbility !”? 


« In ſpite of fall you can ſay to deter me from 
making the experiment,” returned Sir James, 
« I am willing to riſk any ſum you pleaſe on my 
perſonal ſuccefs with this cold-hearted fair one. 
What ſay you to a bet of five hundred that I will 

not 
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not rid you of the incumbrance, without your 
having any further trouble in the affair?“ 


« Done P cried his lordſhip, © provided a 
fingle clauſe be admitted, that, though you ac- 


compliſh what you propoſe, if my acceſs to the 


idiot family is cut off by your manceuvring, you 
pay the forfeit of a bungler.” 


This laft propofition being agreed to, and the 


ſpirits of Lord Clarence much recruited, he was 
eaſily prevailed on to accompany his friend back 
to the tavern, where we drop them for the pre- 
ſent, to wafte thoſe hours in play or intoxication 
which, I hope, my wiſer male readers are dedicat- 
ing to the more natural purpoſes of repoſe from 
the labours of diffipation. Pleaſant dreams and 
ſoſt lumbers wait upon them 


CHAP. XXVI. 


AN EXECUTION.—-NOT AT NEWGATE 


FasmonasLEe involvements admit few 


repreſentations of fill life» The author, the rea- 
der, 
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der, and the actor, are here all upona par, forced 
to buſtle along through the crowd of changes and 
chances, which every body mult Aut, by EXPE - 
rience or hear ſay, to be extremely troubleſome, 
tough extremely natural. 


Error has its origin—evil its conſequences. 
Folly is the parent of luxury; and the evil ct 
being in debt twice as much as a man can pay, 


is followed up by conſequences which might be 


called Ciſgraceful, did not indulgent cuſtom 
bronze over the features of ſhame, and call them 
by the ſofter appellation of diffcultics. 


For ſeveral days preceding her grand gala, 
Lady Iſle worth had kept the wheels of her car- 
riage in conſtant motion, driving from door to 
door amongſt her numerous acquaintance, to re- 
inforce tne ſplendor of her appearance by all the 
finery ſhe could collect for the occaſion, and 
ſeldom returned without a lading of valuable 
plate or china, to eke out her own rather ſcan- 
ty proviſion in theſe articles. "This plan of mak. 
ing our neighbours convenient is by no means 
derogative to the high conditions, or our lady 
of ten would not have adopted it. We term 
this borrowing ſyſtem a local taxation ; by means 
of which, on the morn of exhibition, if Sir 
Frederick could not be called a rich man, it 
might: 


I 
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might have been ſaid his houſe was abundantly 
ſtored with the riches of other people. 


Lady Ann's no leſs political than public decla- 
ration of Lord Clarence having made propoſals 
for an union with Miſs Iſleworth, was better re- 
ceived than digeſted by the faro party: their feli- 
citations were not ſpared, neither were their opi- 
nions ſhaken. Indeed, what is there in nature 
ſo difficult to eradicate, as certain unfavoura- 
ble impreſſions, when ſtamped on hearts which 
are moulded by malice for its own everlaſting 
habitation ? Of courſe every tongue, authoriſcd 
to ſpread abroad the good fortune of Miſs Iſle- 
worth, thought itſelf equally intitled to admire 
her ladyſhip””s addreſs, who could /o adroiĩtly take 
care of her own fame, and ſo handſomely cater for 
the intereſt of her huſband's family. 


Two ſuch reports, walking about town hand 
in hand, were, as ſoon as they could be ſet on 
foot, readily admitted into every circle of noto- 
riety. But, had the marriage come alone, I can- 
not aſcertain the degree of pleaſure it might have 
carried with it, or the credit it might have 
obtained I can only announce, that the exalta- 
tion of ane woman being coupled with the defa- 
mation of another, gave to the whole an exqui- 
ie reliſh, highly gratifying to ſuch palates as 
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love to gorge on tainted reputations ; and ſo gree- 
dy is this fort of cannibal appetite, that before the 
ladies in Portman- ſquare were ready for viſitors, 
every avenue was crowded with carriages, driv- 
Ing at full ſpeed, as if the fair miſtreſs of each 
vied with the other which ſhould be fi to carry 
their compliments of congratulation to Miß 
Ifleworth, and to take the ea meaſure of Lady 
Azn's countenance, 


. 


« Not at home!” /;. „ 

« Mortifying anſwer How queer ! Deny 
themſelves after fo decided a declaration !” Theſe 
exclamations, though uttered by the lady whoſe 
coachman, having the whip hand of many other 
competitors, had brought her firſt to the door, 
were ſo much to the ſame purpoſe with thoſe who 
followed and received the ſame reply, that, with- 
out having recourſe to repetition, I ſhall ſuffer 
them to turn from the door, and follow the por- 
ter into the houſe, there to deſcribe a ſcene of 


confuſion, much more unpleaſant than wncom- 
mon. 


The old man who had taken cards from the 
different footmen carried them no farther than 
his own hall, where, laying them careleſsly on 
the window-bench, he aſked his fellow ſervants, 
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2s they ſauntered about with all the eaſe of un- 
concerned ſpectators, if they were not aſhamed 
of themſelves, to fee their maſter and lady in 
trouble, yet look as if they did not care how they 
got out of it? « For my part,” added he, © though 
I have not lived with thera paſſing a twelve- 
month, yet my heart is ready to break, when I fee 
all theſe here fine goods taken to——. Every 
thing muſt be fold, I ſuppoſe ; for I have heard 
fay, though you cannot catch a parliament man, 
you may lay hold of whatever belongs to him.” 


Sir Frederick's valet bid him be comforted. 
« My friend,” ſaid he, © your lamentations are all 
prejudice of education. Had you lived inas many 
great families as I have had the honour to ſerve, 
you would regard a trifle of this ſort no more 
than / do. Lord help you, poor man! I dare 
ſay you expect tue are to cry an auction pay our 
debts—diſcharge our ſervants—lock up our doors 
—and run. naked into the country! No ſuch 
thing, honeft David !—no ſuch thing! Such 
may be your ald-faſhioned way of proceeding ; but 
now times are altered—very much altered, Mr, 
David ! we rather conſider it a mark of diſtinc- 
tion, ſomething that ſets us above the vulgar, to 
have it ſaid we have more executions in our houſe 
than the Duke of — the Earl of Ox 
my Lord ——. I fay David, the deeper we are in 
the higher we go!” 


David 
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David ſhook his hcad, and the orator was put 
to ſilence by the ringing of his maſter's bell— 
a ſummons which he flew to obey with ſuch un- 
uſual alacrity, as almoſt to convince David him- 
ſelf there muſt be ſomething very honourable 
in an execution. 


When we come to take a view of the internal 
apartments, that inimitable ſcene, ſo beautifully 
deſcribed in Venice _ Preſerved, does not exadtly 
ſtand repreſented in all irs parts: yet we ſhall 
hnd enouzh of ſimilarity between the circum- 
ſtances of ſaffier and Sir Frederick, to make us 
ſubſcribe our faith to the general opinion, that 
thoſe poets ſurpaſs all other pocts, who never 
turn afice from the ſtraignt path of nature, to 
enrich their ſelection of ſweetg by the flowers of 
improbability. 


Here ſtood the ſurly bull dogs of the law, lording 
it over the maſſy piles of plate; nat of Sir Fre- 
derick's plate only, becauſe many were the fami- 
lies who helped to raiſe it. But no diſtinction 
of property could be allowed; juſtice had ſeiz- 
ed on all. Shall we look farther for the gen- 
tle Belvidera, to give our picture the finiſhing 
likeneſs? The ſearch would be in vain: it 
cannot be found in the ſtreaming eyes, folded 
hands, paſſionate acclamations, or bewildered 
looks cf Lady Iſleworth. 


On 
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On the contrary, no body appeared more for- 
tified againft diſtreſs, or more buſy in averting 
its conſequences, than her ladyſhip. The moun- 
tain of filver, on which the officers of reſtraint 
had laid their rapacious gripe, in her pleaſant 
ideas, ſeemed only of value as neceſſary to the. 
ſplendor of her evening entertainment. After 
much entreaty, and more ſolid argument filently 
adminiſtered, this point being ſettled to her fatis- 
faction, ſhe not only remained quiet herſelf, but 
permitted the guardians of her own and neigh- 
bours effects quietly to make out their inventory, 
and refreſh themſelves with he very beſt her 
houſe e:Turded. 
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This unfortunate accident happened at the 

inſtigation of a certain coach-maker, who was 
honoured with ſupplying carriages for the family 
uſe upwards of fourteen years, and, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of buſineſs, his bill amounted to ſeven 
thouſand five hundred pounds! But what is 
that,” cried the compoſed matron of the manſi- 
on, to our proſpects? Is not our daughter 
ſoon to be a countzſs? Has not our fon marri- 
ed into a noble family? Are not our other 
girls all handſome ?—May they not expect to 
do as well as their ſiſter? Come, come, Sir 
Frederick, I ſee this fooliſh affair of the execu- 
tzon frets you! It is mighty ridiculous that it 
ſtould 
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ſhould give any /ort of vexation, when I fo 
clearly prove every thing to be going on in the 
beſt poſſible train of aggrandizement for our- 
ſelves and our children. I wiib,” continued ſhe, 
« you would leave off that ugly cuſtom, my dear, 
of trotting up and down the room, biting your 
nails, and counting your fingers, when one is 
ſpeaking to you on matters of conſequence, it 
has ſuch an appearance of inattention. 


« Seven thouſand five hundred pounds !” re- 


peated Sir Frederick, for the fiftieth time of 
repetition.—“ If you expect, Madam, that I 
ſhould liſten to any thing you can propoſe, firſt 
tell me how this debt is to be diſcharged, and let 
it be your next conſideration how we are to ſup- 


port the future.” 


« There is no earthly occaſion for thinking 
how the debt is to be paid fill to-morrow ! The 
people who have taken poſſeſſion will be no hin- 


drance to our appearance this evening. I have 


ſettled it with them already : three of the beſt 
looking are engaged to carry round refreſhments ; 
and, as we are obliged to hire ſuch, ſort of atten- 
dants, it will rather be a convenience, than 
otherwiſe, that theſe men ſhould officiate.” 


« Their 
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Lg! 

« Their ſervices will not be wanted : you 
muſt, Lady Iſleworth, put off your company, 
or get rid of this curſed execution before it has 
taken air. To be expoſcd is to loſe Lord Cla- 
rence; for, though he may be difpoſed to marry 
our daughter, he might not be diſpoſed to con- 
nect himſelf with aur poverty.” 


« You are fo far right,” replied her ladyſhip, 
ſomewhat piqued at the infinuation ; I agree, it 


would be beit he ſhould know nothing of the 


matter, or indeed any other body. We want 
no intermeddlers in our affairs: and how in the 
world fhould it take air, except by your ill-di- 
geſted plan of putting off the company, which 
I poſitively never will conſent to!“ 


Something more than a deſultory converſation 
now took place between this fathionable pair : 
Sir Frederick was loud, and my lady no leſs 
violent. It fall, and it ſhall not be a ball, was 
the ſhuttlecock argument, which neither of 
them would let fall from the ground; till, both 
tired of the game, each propoſed a different ex- 
pedient to terminate the battle, without either 
being the loſer.” 


It | 
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It was firſt propoſed by Lady Iſleworth, that, 
to make an koauourable peace, and decide all dif- 
ferences, Arthur ſhould be called upon to join 
his father in cutting off the entail, which ſhe 
could not conſider but as mere lumber to him, 
as well as to themſelves; by which means a 
large ſum would be ſpeedily obtained; and, 
when divided, would' ferve their own preſent ex- 
igencies, and enable Arthur, with the other 
moiety, to take an elegant houſe, and to fix 
Lady Ann's eftabliſbment proportionate to her 
quality, In the mean time,” continued ſhe, 


« as you are, my dear, /o poſitive about get- 


ting theſe people out of the houſe, I ſhall have 
no objection to try my intereſt with old Bate- 
man; and, perhaps, when he hears that Arthur 
is reaſonable, he may be wrought upon to ac- 
commodate us with the paltry ſum about which 
we have been debating.” NY 


„ No,” replied Sir Frederick, “ neither of 
theſe applications are promiſing. Bateman is 
an incorrigible blockhead, and Arthur never will 
comply! I have made him the moſt liberal of- 
fers, and he has refuſed them all.” 


« Well, 


„ © eo 
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« Well, that is ſtrange! I never heard any 
thing /o ſtrange! There is no accounting for 
the boy's folly, except he has already fold his 
reverſionary right to the Jews: it is the only 
pardonable cauſe he can poſſibly aſſign for his 
want of obedience.” P 


It does not ſignify to us what are his rea- 
ſons,” faid Sir Frederick, peeviſhly; “ but I 
tell you I have aſked him, and he will not do it.” 


« Monſtrous !” exclaimed the lady: « So TI 
am not to receive my company, becauſe he choſes 
to be refractory, and you cruelly join with him 
to diſappoint me, merely for the ſake of contra- 
diction! Pray, Sir, what is there fo unfaſhion- 


aue in an execution that you ſhould defire to 


conceal it at the expence of common good man- 
ners? Are not all the firſt families in town in- 
vited? Have I not been at a world of trouble 
in collecting them? And do you wiſh I ſhould 
put them off, only becauſe there are bailiſſi in 
the houſe? A mighty pretty excuſe, truly ! 
A charming ſubject, indeed, for a flyabout card 
to diſinvite people] Sir Frederick, no; I cannot 
ſubmit to degrade my independent conſequence, 
however you may be humbled in your ſentiments 
by the impertinence of a pitiful mechanic,” 


Vor. I. I « If 
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« If you diſpoſſeſs me entirely of dignity,” 
faid Sir Frederick, ſmiling at her impetuoſity, 
« I hope, my dear, you will allow my patience 
has not ſuffered diminution. And, now that I 
ſuppoſe you to have ſaid all that can be faid on 
your fide of the argument, let it be my turn to 
ſpeak, and, if poſſible, reſtore myſelf to your 
favourable opinion.” 


« Nothing is ſo eaſy,” ſhe replied; only ſay 
you will not inſiſt that the ball ſhall be put off, 
and we are the beſt friends in the world.” 


« Nothing is farther from my intention, La- 
dy Iſleworth, than to make you uneaſy. Even 
in your fit of anger, which would not ſuffer 
you to ſpare me, I was all the time deviſing 
means to gratify your inclinations, without do- 
ing violence to my own unalterable determina- 
tion to have no mixture in our evening's enter- 
tainment; it muſt be a ball and zo bailiffs, or 
bailiffs and no ball.” 


« Oh, how you love to torment me, when 
my heart is al. eady burſting with ſuſpence ! 
Pity my agony, and ſay that it ſhall be the for- 
mer. Dear Sir Frederick, have you really 

thought 
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thought on any ſort of plan by which this odious 
debt can be diſcharged ?” 


« Why, yes; and it is built on the founda- 


tion of certain expreſſions which juſt now for- 


tunately happened to fall from your own lips, 
when you talked of your independent conſe- 
quence: the lucky phraſe brought to my me- 
mory, that if you was inclined to barter that 
independence for preſent accommodation the 
thing might be done.“ 


« What! immediately i” 


« This day—this very hour, I will bring you 
a purchaſer, who is ready to pay down ſeven 


thouſand pounds, provided we jointly make over 


to him our life intereſt in your ſeparate propeity, 
to which agreement your truſtees aſſent is unne- 


ceſſary. 


« Well, and why don't you ſend for this angel 


of a man, without loſing a moment's time?“ 
cried Lady Iſleworth, with as much eagerneſs 
as if this angel of a man was to have made 
them a free gift of the ſeven thouſand pounds, 
inſtead of taking from them fifteen hundred a 
year. | | 


I 2 
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“ Since you conſent, I ſha!l diſpatch a note 
to bring him inſtantly,” ſaid Sir Frederick; & but 
have you conſidered well, and are you ſure you 
have your own approbation for the ſtep to which 

I am leading you? 


« Approbation] repeated her ladyſhip, & how 
can you aſk the queſtion? It has my whole 
ſtock of approbation, or I ſhould be quite as 
great an idiot as Arthur,” 


Pleaſed that his bird had flown to the net, 
Sir Frederick diſpatched ſuch a billet to Iſaac 
Iſaac as his Lady highly extolled, proteſting 
ſhe was now ſure all impediments would be re- 
moved, and they ſhould go on as well as ever. 


Ah! reader, can you form any idea how well 
that muſt be? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


A LITTLE OF EVERY BODY. 


Miss ISLEWORTH, being lightly indiſ- 
poſed with a cold, and having gone to reſt at a 
very late hour, was ſtill ſleeping; though her 
maid, eager to ſpread the news of what viſi- 
tors were arrived, had often been peeping through 
her curtains, hoping ſhe ſhould be the firſt to 
rehearſe the confuſion below ſtairs; but Cla- 
riſſa was dreaming of her lover, and all her Abi- 
gail's little devotion to break the charm were 
ineffectual. 


rr 


Arthur Ilz worth had not been home the pre- 
ceding night. He was, when a ſingle man, 
particularly partial to the comforts of a tayern, 
and, fince his marriage, he had abated nothing 
of that habitual partiality. 
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Lady Ann Iſleworth, far from indulging any 
thing like diſcontent at her huſband's nocturnal 
flights, only regretted that decorum reſtrained 
her 
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her from indulging in the fame frolickſome 
amuſements. But, not to come much behind 
hand in purſuit of pleaſures authoriſed by cuſtom, 
and as morning carries no ſuſpicion on its open 
countenance, ſhe had therefore, at an early hour, 
appointed to meet Lord Clarence in the Green 
Park, and was gone out to fulfil her engage- 
ment juſt ten minutes before the law terriers 
{:ized on all the pretty things belonging to her 
mother-in-law, and from which her preſence 
could in no way have redeemed them. 


There are three diſtin claſſes of people ta 
whom ſuſpenſe is the moſt intolerable of all evils 
—the lover, who doubts the conſtancy of his 
miſtreſs—the heir, who doubts of his inheritance 
but, more than either, the ruined man of plea- 
ſure, whodoubly doubts whether his Jewiſh con- 
nection wil] or can ſave him from immediate ſink- 
ing into the bottomleſs pit of deſtruction! Of 
this laſt number was poor Sir Frederick, when 
two hours had elapſed, and no Iſaac Iſaac made his 
appearance. | 


Lady Illeworth, who never would let go 
the airy hopes which, with her, anſwered the 
ſame end as realities, inſtead of entering into 
the troubles 'of her pale fretful helpmate, 
buſied herſelf in fidgeting from room to room, 

eharging 
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charging the poſſeſſors of her captivated treaſures 
to be careful none of them were injured by keep- 
ing them one upon another, and in giving orders 
to the oſſicious domeſtics what was to be done, 
preparative to the evening gala. 


Clariſſa's maid, ſeeing no chance that her miſ- 
treſs would ſuddenly awaken, juſt ſtepped down 
into the hall to glean a little more intelligence, that 
when ſhe returned to tell her tale of horror, it 
might want no embelliſhiment truth ſhould be abla 
to furniſh or fancy invent. 


She was beginning to enter on a moſt inter- 
eſting tte-d-tete with the valet, concerning their 
on ſituations in the family, whether it would 

2 molt for their beneſit to take themſelves off, 


with the certain loſs of three years wages, or ſtay 


at the ri/# of loſing as many more? when, before 
the queſtion could be determined, Miſs Ifle- 
worth's and Sir Fiederick's bell both ringing at 


the ſame inſtant, ſummoned them diffrrent ways, 


and broke up the conference. 


« Good God !” cried Clariſſa, wringing her 
hands, and lifting her tea ful eyes to heaven, on 
hearing what had happened below, © then we are 
all undone !” 
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« Not fo bad as that, I hope, Me*am,” ſaid the 
tender hearted girl, who dearly loved her young 
lady, „for when I was running up to anſwer 
your bell, I haard her ladyſhip tell the confectio- 
ner, that if he gave ten guineas a pottle for ſtraw- 
berries, he mult get them by the evening.“ 


« Ah, my poor mother ? what will become of 
you !” exclaimed Clariſſa: Dear, good Urſula, 


give me a glais of water!“ 


The water was preſented ; but her hand trem- 
b!- fo violeatly ſhe could not carry it to her lips. 
Uſula, as the held it to her mouth, begged the 
would be more compoſed, giving itas her opinion, 
that the matter would ſoon be ſettled—a little 
bird having whiſpered in her ear, that a friend 
was coming to dilcharge the debt, and turn all 
bailiffs out of doors. 


And who is this kind friend?” aſked the 
weeping Clarifla, redoubling her tears; Who 
can it be: Is there a reaſonable man upon the 
face of the earth ”——ſhe was going to ſay, who 
would involve himſelf to fave us? But, reflec- 
ting that fuch a queſtion could not be propoſed, 


without obliquely glancing on her parents* want 


of diſcretion, the words were ſuppreſſed, and ſhe 
only 
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only added, Oh, Urſula, tell me what friend is 
coming to our ſuccour !” 


c Why, Madam, John told me, as he ran out at 
the hall door with a letter in his hand, that he was 
going to carry it to Mr, Ifaac Ifaac, the rich 
Jew money-lender, who uſed to do buſineſs for 
his maſter, he ſaid, and would ſoon be here with 
his bags full of gold, to pay down every farthing 
your papa owes in the world.” 


Miſs Ifleworth, who, from obſervation and 
other circumſtances, was enough initiated in the 
myſtery cf domeſtic involvements, remembering 
alſo to have heard Mr. Curry ſay, that a ruined 
man had better deal with the devil than the Jews, 
immediately formed the wiſe reſolution of ap- 
plying both for counſel and aid, in her father's 
diſtreſs, to that beſt of men and kindeſt of friends. 


She Curſt not divulge her intentionꝭ knowing 
they would be ſtrongly oppoſed by her mother, 
and pethaps entirely defeated: “ Step down,” 
ſaid ſhe to her attendant, © tell the chairman I 
am going out; bid them get ready, and I will be 
down in a moment.—l ſhall take no footman !”? 


* Nor chair either, I am afraid, Madam,” re- 


plied the ſympathetic Urſula, ſhaking her head, 
13. the 
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« the bailiffs will not let a ſcrap of our goods be 
carried out of the houſe—maſter's valet told me 
ſo,” 


Clariſſa's agonies multiplied, & Well,” cried 
ſhe, ſobbing as if her heart would break, throw- 
ing a cloak round her ſhoulders, and drawing a 
bonnet over her face, they will let me paſs, I 
ſuppoſe! The monſters will not dare to detain 
me Do you think they will, Urſula ?” 


« No indeed, my dear young lady: ſhould 
they lay hands on you, there is neither man nor 
maid in the houſe but would have a pull at them, 
though they were ſure to be hung up the next 
day as high as St. Paul's J.“ 


Miſs Ileworth moved towards the door. 


« Stop a moment, Madam,” cried Urſula, 
« juſt let me run down and try if I cannot pre- 
vail on chem to let you have my lady's chair, for 
it is a thouſand pities you ſhould go out after this 
manner.” 


Clariſſa ſeemed to be of the fame opinion. 
She had no notion there could be any other way 
of going into the city but in her father's carriage 
er her methei's chair; and ſhe only made choice 

of 


— 
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of the latter becauſe it was a much more pri- 
vate conve 1nce than the former. 


Pity-moving, unfortunate children of vain, 
giddy, diſſipated mothers! if ye do not learn 
from your own application what they are incapa- 
ble of teaching, in the hour of humiliation you 
will, no more than Clariſſa, be able to do without 
the luxuries which poverty may, one time or 
other, force you to relinquiſh, I therefore moſt 
affectionately adviſe, that you practiſe yourſelves 
in the uſe of your limbs as well as your reaſon; 
that when your ate muſt be reſigned to neceſſity, 
you may render the yoke more eaſy by putting 
it on with firmneſs. 


„ 
' CHAP. XXVIIL 


ODD MAN. 


Uxsura ſaid on her errand fo long that her 
miſtreſs became not only, impatient but appre- 
henſive, and cried out the moment ſhe ſaw her, 
Ah] you have told my mother, and ſhe has 
been chiding you !—Why, your face burns like 
fire !”” ; 


« No, Ma'am, it is not for that: I have not 
ſeen her ladyſhip ſince I ſaw you; and yet, to be 
ſure, I am prodigiouſly flucried !” | 

| | « What 
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„What then has happened? Can I have the 
chair ?” 


« Oh! yes; no body faid nay to that; you 
may have the chair, Ma'am, but act the men to 
carry you ?” 


« How ſo?” 
4 ſuppoſe Imuſt tell you all ?” 


« Certainly But make haſte, if you pleaſe, 
dear Urſula !” 


« Why then, Ma'am, after the bailiffs had 
very civilly conſented that you ſhould uſe the 
chair, I went to look for the chairman; for you 
know, Ma'am, my lady has had but ane for many 
months. I told him to get ready, for that you 
were going out. And who is to carry her?“ 
cried the chutl; you to be ſure, ſaid I. « And 
where is my partner? Why, you muſt go out 
and call odd man / as you always do when you 
carry her ladyſhip. + D—n you if I do;” 
f.xearing a great oath, and roaring ſo loud that 
the officers, as they call themſelves, heard him 
gnite plain, and fell a laughing, till they had worked 
me into a paſſion, and I again inſiſted John ſhould 
go and call add man! He ſwore worſe than be- 
fore, that he never would call add man in Sir 
Frederick's family again as long as he lived, till 

| he 
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he was paid the thirty guineas which it had coſt 
him out of his own pocket for c men, from the 
time when his natural partner got a place in the 


ſtamp- oſſice. 


« Gracious heaven !”” cried Clariſſa; and, 
ruſhing out of the room, holding a handkerchief 
to her eyes, paſſed through the porter's hall into 
the ſtreet, where, recollecting that a hackney 
coach might anſwer the fame purpoſe as either 
her father's carriage or her mother's chair, ſhe 
ſtepped into one, and ordered herſelf to be driven 

to Broad-ſtreet. 


Cloudy was the weather, but more cloudy the 
aſpect of Sir Frederick; he raved—he ſtorme 
he kicked every thing which came in his way, 
except his lady, who, having in her ton power the 
only means by which he could poſſibly be extri- 
cated from his troubles, her he only inwardly cur- 
ſed for her total indifference to the confuſion raiſed 
by their joint extravagance. She never was 
more herſelf, more gay, more unembar raſſed, 
although Iſaac Iſaac did not appear, neither had 
the meſſenger come back, of courſe no meſſage 
could be returned. 


The bleſſing at length alighthed where it had 


been fo ardently expected, and Mr. Iſaac Iſaac 
was formally announced, 


Whoever 
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Whoever has not ſeen this celebratad gentle- 
man, might expect to hear, that the fallowneſs of 
his complexion and the reſervedneſs of his man- 
ner, were the harbingers of his profeſſion ; on 
the contrary, Iſaac Iſaac had a Chriſtian-likce 
countenance, which held no alliance with his 
unchriſtian principles. His manners more re- 
ſembled thoſe of a courtier than a Levite—he 
preſſed the offered hand of Sir Frederick, and 
bowed profoundly to Lady Ifleworth, not like a 
man who retreats from, but one who flies to meet 
poverty ia all its directions, | 


The deſperate caſe of his diſordered affairs 
being ſtated by Sir Frederick to his phyſicianof 
finances, he ſhook his head, but the ſmile which 
fat on his features when he firſt entered remained 
unihaken. 


A dead pauſe enſued Sir Frederick writhed 
with agony to know his fate, whilt Lady Iſle- 
worth talked inceſſantly of her ball, and of her 
daughter's marriage with Lord Clarence. At 
length Iſaac Iſaac broke the awful ſelf-impoſed 
filence, by mildly aſking what he could do to 
ſerve them ? 


(hs Something muſt be done, by G—!” pa. 
f. 


ionately exclaimed the Baronet, © to get rid of 
the d— d harpies that are lording it over my pro- 
1 | 


« As 
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« As to that, my dear,” ſaid her ladyſhip, © you 
are not ſingular; other people's valuables are in 
the ſame reſtraint with our own. I have as much 
borrowed plate for my evening gala as would pay 


the whole debt, and yet I dare fay my friends are 
not in the leaſt uneaſy.” 


What do you expect that I am to do for you? 
repeated Iſaac Iſaac. 
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« Conclude the bargain you offered me the 
other day: pay down ſeven thouſand pounds, and 
take the whole of my wife's property, which, 
when I ſhewed you the counter ſecurities, you 
yourſelf valued at fixty thouſand.” 
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As Sir Frederick advanced in warmth, Iſaac 
Iſaac retreated with coolneſs; he was every ſteady to 
his word ut money was not to be got now at any 
price; ſeven thouſand pounds was an immenſity | 
he could not command it—it was impoſlible ! 


«I admit of x9 impoſlibilities “ thundered out 
the diſappointed legiflator of his country's laws 
and his country's independence, © I MusT have 
the money! and if, as you fay, you are a man of 
your word, why you will get it for me, either from 
the bowels of the earth, or the bottom of the (ca, 
provided it is not to be met with between this and 
heaven 1 | 


« Conſider 
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« Conſider, my dear Sir,” faid the mild immove- 
able Iſraelite, © conſider, before you determine 
ſo decidedly : great difficulties may be overcome, 
but not ſuddenly : for inſtance—ſuppoie I cannot, 
by my own means, raiſe the ſum you ſtand in need 
of, yet, if you are diſpoſed to take the joint bonds 
of three noble guarantees for half the ſum, the 
thing may be accommodated. 


I would firſt ſee you all to the devil !” cried 
Sir Frederick, 1 


« There you are to blame,” ſaid Lady Iſle- 
worth; „ what man in his ſenſes would deſire 


better ſecurity ?”” 


„What man, in his ſenſes, would accept of 
ſuch a ſecurity ?** retorted Sir Frederick, 


Again Iſaac Iſaac was filent—took out his 
watch—and looked toward the door. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


MORE OF THE SAME ws 5 


DIR FREDERICE, ſtarting from his chair, laid 
violent hands on his prudent gueſt, ſwearing by 
all the infernal deities, he ſhould not eſcape, till 
he had carved a paſſage through the hoſt of cre- 
ditors, by paying the bailiFs demands, and kick» 
ing them out ofthe houſe | 


Even Lady Iſleworth, rouſed by the terrible 
alternative of ball or no ball, condeſcended to 


unite her efforts with thoſe of her huſband to de- 
tain him a little longer. 


Ifac Iſaac, thus beſet, and by people of con- 
ſequence, had too much politeneſs to take himſelf 
off with the abruptneſs he ſeemed to have intend- 


ed; he did more—he even liſtened complaiſantly 


to their renewed propoſal, of giving up fixty 
thouſand pounds in reverſion for the conſidera- 
tion of ſeven thouſand in poſſeſſion. 


Who that had witneſſed the gradual thaw per- 
vading the frozen determinations of Iiaac Iſaac, 
| or 
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or the fluſh of exultation ſuddenly raiſed on the 
cadaverous cheeks of Sir Frederick, might not 
have ſuppoſed that the buſineſs would at laſt have 
een ſettled to their mutual ſatisfaction ; but, 
alas ! thoſe who borrow, and thoſe who lend, can 
be the anly judges how many little delicacies may 
ſtart up between the commencement and the con- 
cluſion of a bargain, to impede its progreſs. 


Iſaac Ifaac aſked Lady Iſleworth, if ſhe had 
never mortgaged, on ſimilar occaſtons, any part 
of that property for which he was induced to 
treat, by the very great eſteem he entertained for 
Sir Frederick, and the wiſh he had to get them 
out of their preſent unpleaſant predicament, if 
ſuch a thing was to be effected at any leſs price 
than his own ruination ? 


 Herlaczchip, inftigated by folly, more than 
governed by honeſty, might have made ſome 
unlucky blunder reſpecting her engagements to 
Bateman, if Sir Frederick had not prevented her 
reply by the moſt folemn aſſeverations, that his 
wife's independent property was entirely free 
from incumbrances of every kind, except 
the d—d weighty one of having it under the 
guardianſhip of two cloſe- fiſted dunder-headed 
fellows, whoſe teeth he might as eaſily draw 

from 
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from their mouth as his wife's money from their 
purſe ! 


te ſhould like to ſee and talk with theſe guar- 
dians,” ſaid the cautious Iſaac Iſaac. 


&« I told you, when laſt we ſpoke upon the 
ſubject,” cried the Baronet, impatiently, “that 
you could nt ſee them, and that you muſt run 
all riſks, in conſideratĩon of the prodigious pte- 
mium.“ ; 


« But, the hazard I ſhall run in obliging you, 
my good Sir Frederick—is not that too prodie 
grous ? 


« J aver there is no riſk “' retorted Sir Fre- 
derick. | 


t Perhaps there is not; but my ideas of repu- 
tation are extremely nice—wonderfully deli- 
cate! I cannot afford to lend my money without 
intereſt ; and if I aſk in proportion to the chances 
againſt me, there is no reaſon why I ſhould not 
be ſatisfied, that no part of the property ſo pur- 
chaſed has been purloined or embezzled : there- 
fore, Sir Frederick, I muſt either ſpeak with her 
ladyſhip's truſtees, or decline the negociation.“ 


© Would 
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“% Would you ſhew yourſelf an uſurer—an 
extortioner!”” cried the enraged Baronet, rai- 
ſing his voice to a frightful pitch of energy: 
& Iſaac Ifaac, remember I tell you, that theſe 
muck- worms, inſtead of anſwering queſtions, 
would bring an action againſt thee.” 


« I defy them,” faid the cunnning Iſaac; © 1 


know how to ſecure my own fafety; and when 


I have ſpoken with them, the bargain, if you 
pleaſe, ſhall be completed.“ 


Neither Sir Frederick or his lady would agree 
to this propoſition; he, becauſe convinced it 
muſt entirely do him up with Curry—and fr, 
for reaſons already known to the reader, who 
cannot have forgotton the ſecret money tranſ- 
actions which, for ſo many years, had been paſ- 
ſing between her and Bateman. 


Again Ifaac Iſaac applied to his watch—plead- 
ed an engagement—ſaid he would reconſider the 
affair—wait on them the next day, if he ſhould 
be fortunate enough to ſtrike out any other me- 
thod to ſecure himſelf for ſo capital a ſum as ſeven 
thouſand pounds—bowed with the profoundeſt 
reſpet—and took himſelf off, without allowing 
them time to conſider by what means it might be 
poſſible to ſtop his progreſs. 


Sir 


. us ww BY O@ 


Sir 
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Sir Frederick's face, at this diſappointment of - 


his laſt forlorn hope, like the rainbow, exhibited 
all manner of colours. Foaming with rage, he 
ordered Lady Iſleworth to prepare for the coun- 
try, where he was determined to take an houſe 
under twenty pounds a year—make milliners of 
kis daughters—and leave the devil to manage 
tae reſt of his affairs, for that the devil himſelf 
could only diſſentangle them 


Inſtead of being diſcompoſed, her ladyſhip treat- 
ed his threats with as much indulgence as if it 
had been a ben met of her own making; ſhe 
laughed immoderately, and very wittily obſerved, 
that, in ſuch a caſe, he muſt be his own houſe- 
keeper, charging him to take good care of him- 
ſelf and his children, as ſhe ſhould certainly re- 
ſide with Arthur and his adorable Lady Ann. 


The queſtionable manner in which Iſaac Ifaac 
had vithdrawn himſelf, left ſtill a poſſibility that 
he might return again, the only reaſon in the 


world which would have prevented Sir Frederick 


from lifting his hand againſt the untimely jefter 


but, policy. once mere getting the better of his 
choler, he only aſked, with a ſneer 


« And how are you to live with your adorable 
Lady Ann ?—a pennyleſs extravagant jilt !” 


« Oh! 
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« Oh! ftop your profane tongue -I can? 
not bear to hear my daughter, the deareft of my 
friends, thus abuſed !” 


« But how, I fay, are you to live with Arthur, 
who has not a guinea to ſupport himſelf ? 


« Like other people, no better off than our- 
ſelves. Lady Elizabeth Lovat offers me fifty 
guineas a week to eſtabliſh her bank at my houſe 
with petit ſoupes, a repaſt by no means expenſive, 
when one has proper ſervants about one; which, 
together with our gains, for I am the luckieſt 
creature in the world at faro, and my ſhare of 
your property, will do mighty well; fo let me 
have my ball to-night, and to-morrow we ſhall 
arrange every thing.” 


Sir Frederick aſked, with a grin and a whiſtle, 
with what part of his poſſeſſions ſhe would be 


contented ? 


c The half of them, undoubtedly !” ſhe re- 
plied. | 


« Be it fo,” cried the Baronet, © and by G 
you ſhall have the largeſt half! for I will make 
over to your Ladyſhip all my debts, and keep 
_ the nothing which remains to myſelf.” 

| The 
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The pleaſant raillery that was forcing its way 
through the poiſonous rancour of diſappointment, 
diſtreſs, and diſpleaſure, was ſuddenly interrup- 
ted by a violent puſhing againſt the door on the 
outfide, which the voice of Lady Ann could only 
have perſuaded them was nt intended as a forci- 
ble entry by a creditor, or ſome ſuch hoſtile viſitor. 


CHAP. XXX. 


THE ART OF MAKING A LITTLE MONEY 
80 A GREAT WAY. 


Come along, thou brute ! thou grim devil, 
come along! cried Lady Ann, entering the 
room, and trying to drag after her anextraordi- 
nary large Newfoundland dog, with half a dozen 
yards of blue ribbon tied round his throat, his 
ſhaggy coat covered with dirt, and her ladyſhip 
draggled to the knees. 


What is the meaning of all this uproar, 
Madam?“ angrily, aſked Slr Frederick, © what 


216 FAHION ABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


makes you bring that monſtrous beaſt into my 
apartment? 


« Dear pa-pa! have patience, and I will tell 
you our hiſtory by and bye; but firſt, my pretty 
ma-ma! lend me five guineas, to pay the naſty 
fellow from whom I bought my beautiful Diver ; 
Ait is the cheapeſt purchaſe I ever made in my 
life!“ 


Then I wiſh,” ſaid the Baronet, with acri- 
mony, © your ladyſhip would have the goodneſs 
to pay for thoſe kind of cheap purchaſes, when 
you are inclined to make them.” 


Ly 


« Certainly I ſhould have paid for the charmer, 
but Arthur has got all my money: TI had only fix 
ſhillings in my purſe, and thoſe I laid out on this 
collar. Don't you think it is fancifully tied up? 


Lady Ifleworth only ſaid . Poor thing!“ but. 
looked delighted—Sir Frederick ſtamped his foot 
with violence on the floor, and ſtammered out, 
& This is too much, by G— !” 


Come, pray let me have the five guineas, 


that I may ſend him away 


« Zounds !”” cried her half ſuffocated father- 
in-law, - give him his dog again! I will not, 
and my wife /zall not pay for it!”? 

„Then 
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« Then I will make Arthur ſell his reverſion 
to the Jews: it is time he ſhould do fo, when 
you, Sir, refuſe to ſupply me with common ne- 
ceflaries. I can not, nor I will not live, without 
my angelic Diver !” 


« Pray, my dear,” remarked the elated matron 


of the ruined premiſes, © if you think Arthur 
mt ſell his reverſion, let it be to his father, and 
let him make his own terms with the Jews; for 
theſe ſort of people, though extremely accommo- 


dating, are alſo extremely ſimpoſing upon young 


folks, when firſt they begin the world.” 


« It is exactly the ſame to me who has it,” 
replied her ladyſhip, * but I will zet fend away 
Diver!“ 


« No, certainly '” cried her well · appropriated 
mother-in-law : © You muſt not regard what 
Sir Frederick ſays : ſomething has happened to diſ- 
turb his ſpirits, but we ſhall foon bring him into 
good humour.” Then, preſenting her purſe, 
begged ſhe would take out the paltry five gui- 
neas and diſcharge her claimant: which having 
done, Lady Ann put what remained of its con- 
tents into her own pocket, ſans ceremonie. 


« My dear !” emphatically exclaimed its right 
owner, as if to remind the giddy creature the 
Vor. L purſe 
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purſe had miſtaken its way — “ My dear !”—her 
hand extended to receive it back, and her eyes 
watching when ſhe ſhould ſee it re- produced. 


« Well, my pretty mama, what would you 
have ?” 5 


« My purſe, if you pleaſe, enchantreſs !”? 


« Ah! I can no more part from that than I 
could part with Diver! Have I not told you 
Arthur has taken all my money ? I will only keep 
it till he has fold his inheritance, or till you can 
ſupply all our wants. Arthur fays he wants 
cravats, ſtockings, and handkerchiefs— I want 
an opera- box ! want to punt at faro— ] want a 
bloodhorſe to carry me—aud I want four or fix 
milk- white ponies to draw me through Hyde- 
park. 


« Well, well, ſweet trifler ! conſider not only 
my purſe, but all that I poſſeſs, as your own ! 
And now, ſay how you have employed yourſelt 
this long, and, to me, I am ſure, mighty diſagreca- 


ble morning? 


Sir Frederick, as well as his lady, had imbibed 
ſome diſtant hope, that by making Lady Ann 
the tool of their contrivance, Arihur might be 
prevailed on to cut off an entail, ſo inconveniert 

in 


rr 
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in the preſent ſituation of affairs ; and the moment 
ſhe mentioned that he /:u7d fell his reverition, 
he had retired, almoſt unobſerved, to ruminate 
at large on calculations, chances, and probabili- 
ties, as well as to keep himſelf from flying into 
freſh paroxiſms of paſſion, which might be de- 
trimental to his plans on the independence of his 
fon Arthur, but which he could not reftrain ia 
her provoking preſence. 


To the queſtion of how ſhe had been em- 
ploying herſelf? Lady Ann, with rather leſs 
effrontery than uſual, owing, perhaps, to the 
recollection of certain circumftances, replied, 
<« ſhe had been ftrolling in the Park. 


« What ! in ſuch gloomy weather ! and with- 
out attendants, when there were fo many idle 
footmen who had no carthly thing to do in the 
family!“ 


« Oh! ſhe could not endure the formality of 
being followed ! When living with her father,” 
ſhe ſaid, © it was always her cuſtom to ramble 


alone at all hours—was ten accoſted, but never 
frightened. Do you know,” added ſhe, © that 


the firſt time I ever in my life ſaw Arthur, he 
picked me up, not twenty yards from my door! 


L 2 &« That 
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& That was extremely fingular !” obſerved 
Lady Iſleworth, „and extremely fortunate !—1 
dote on love at ſirſt fight!“ 


For Heaven's fake! Lady Iſleworth, how 
can you entertain ſo abſurd, fo ridiculous a ſup- 
poſition? I love Arthur at /i fight! Not I, 
indeed ! neither at the ſecond—third—fourth ! 
or, in ſhort, at any ſight at all!“ 


« Well, that is ſurpriſing! And yet your 
Lady ſhip had the condeſcenſion to marry him !” 


« O yes, I married Arthur ! becauſe, at the 
moment he aſked me, I had no other sERIOUsS 
lover, and becauſe I wanted an eſtabliſhment of 

my own.” 


And, that you have choſen to fix it in my fa- 
mily,” ſaid the fimpering fantaſtical mother of 
Arthur, © is an honour of which I am mighty 
proud: we think ſo much alike that we ſhall be 
immenſely comfortable. Has your Ladyſhip 
ſeen any thing of Clariſſa this morning: 


« ] ſaw her only paſs along the ſtreet two hours 
ago, in a hackney coach, driving furiouſly.” 


My daughter !—Mifs Iſleworth !—the fu- 
ture Counteſs of Clarence !—in a hackney coach, 
and driving furiouſly ] ſcreamed Lady Iſleworth 
Lady 
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Lady Ann, you muſt have been miſtaken! 
—the thing is altogether impoſlible !” 


© No, no, I am not miſtaken! Clarence 
ſaw her as well as me!—I met him in my 
ſtroll to the Park, when we took it into our 
heads to eat ice at a fruit-ſhop, juſt by Charing- 
croſs ; fo that we had a full view of her, though 
ſhe did not ſee us, but looked terribly folemn ; 
and Clarence would have it that ſhe vas crying, 
becauſe ſhe held a handkerchief to her eyes.” 


Laly Ille wortu, till incredulous, would not 
credit the report, till ſhe had ſent for and queſ- 
tioned Clariſſa's maid, who could not refuſe to 
acknowledge that her miſtreſs did go out at the 
time ſpecified, and in a hackney coach. 


« The girl has certainly eloped l' exclaim- 
ed Lady Illeworth, forgetting that ſhe ſpoke 
thus ſreely of her daughter's character in the 
preſence of a ſervant, and my doors ſhall be 
ſhut to her for ever !” | 


« No! That, cried Lady Ann, © is ſo like 
my queer lord and father, that, ſhould you re- 
peat his odious words any more, I ſhall poli- 
tively run away from you as I did from him— 

get 
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get a divorce - and marry into a leſs flinty-h2art- 
ed family.“ 
f j 
Urſula ventured to ſpeak in defence of her 


«young lady.—Where ſhe was gone was not in 


her power to ſay, but was ready to ſwear, if her 
ladyſhip thought proper, that ihe was gone for 
1% harm that there was no gentleman in the 
caſe— that it was terror at the bailiff's coraing 
into the houſe, and not love which had driven 
her out of it.” 


Truth ſo cunningly arranges her arguments, 


and her language is ſo nicely adapted to all capa- 
ci;ies, that it will force conviction, on the fool- 


iſh as well as the wiſe. Even Lady Ifleworth 
was convinced no great harm had happened. 
Clariſſa was acquitted of every intentional crime, 
but that of the hackney coach; and Mrs. Urſula 
diſmiſſed, to go wherever ſhe pleaſed—either to 
the room of reſtraint, to her own room, or to 
the houſe-keeper's room, where all her fellow 
ſervants had collected together, talking over 
family affairs, and laying bets with each other, 
to be paid when their wages were ſettled, whe- 
ther the ball would go on? whether, if it did, 


any body would come to it? and whether, after 


ſuch 
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fuch a blow up, their young lady would ever be 
Counteſs of Clarence 


CHAP, XXXI. 


A SHORT END TO A LONG STORY. 


W 

6 HAT extravagant whims poſſches this 
girl!“ cried Lady Iſleworth, in a voice of pique, 
as Urſula ſhut the door after her. Well, I 
ſhall rejoice when Lord Clarence has taken her 
off my hands!” The pains it has coſt me to 
make her like other young women have been all 
tzrown away !” 


« Oh dear! I would not have you ſet your 
heart too much. on Clarence; to my certain 
knowledge, he is at this preſent moment engroſ- 
fed by another attachment. 


Not a ſerious one, I hope ?”? 


224 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS 


; « What in theſe ſort of matters deſerves to 
be called ferious?—I have heard he has a mi 
irefs, and that he loves her paſſionately. 


| « If it be only a miſtreſs,” gravely remarked 
| this prudent caterer for the happineſs of an in- 
| nocent daughter, © and if this miſtreſs ſhould 
| happen to be already married, what poſſible ob- 
| jection could that be to Clariſſa's acceptance of 
i his hoazzurable propoſals? All men of faſhion 
: do the ſame, either before or after they have 


made their domeſtic arrangements.” 


Lady Ann ſcemed inclined to drop the argu- 
ment, and began taxing of the execution and 
the ball; which ſhe ſo happily blended together 
as to make it plainly appear, that one muſt be 
the conſequence of the other, becauſe it hap- 

: pened juſt the ſame to three of her moſt inti- 

mate friends. Lady W Raſhly, Lady 
Everbloom, and the Ducheſs of Davercheck, 
zvould carry their balls, although the executions 
were ſent into their bouſes only two hours be- 
fore its commencement.— She was at cvery one 
of them never {aw any thing better kept up, 
or ſpent three evenings fo ꝑlcaſantly in the whole 

courſe of her life.“ 


* 
— — Sa un, 


* 


The 
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The eyes of Lady Iſleworth fl aſhed fatisfac- 
tion; but, before her tongue had time to con- 
firm it, ſhe was informed that a gentleman deſi- 
red to ſpeak with Sir Frederick. 


e Is it the ſame who went away ſome mi- 
nutes ago?” meaning Iſaac Ifaac, aſked her 
ladyſhip. | 


I believe not, my Lady, replied the ſer- 
vant. 


« Very well, ſhew him to Sir F rederick's. ' 
ſtudy.—I ſuppoſe- he comes on buſineſs, and I 
have nothing to do with bulineſs. 
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— 


CHAP. XXXII. 


THE COMFORTS OF A BRITISH MERCHANT 
OPPOSITE TO THE DISCOMFORTS OF A 
BRITISH SENATOR. 


H OWEVER ſlrange it may appear to aſtert, 
that theſe emotions which are well known to be 
the deſtruction of female nerves, ſhould, from 
their very violeace, affiſt to ſupport the ſpirits 
on which ti ey unexpectedly ſeize, yet it is not 
the leſs true, that deſpair does ſometimes, if 
not alw:y:, ſupport itſeif by its own energy. 


Clariſſa would certainly have fainted under 
her woes, on her way to the merchant's houſe 
in Broac-ſtreet, but for the extreme agitation 
of thinking how it might be poſſible to extri- 
cate her imprudent parents ſrom their miſerable 
invo'vments.—He may be gone to the country 
he may be on *Change—or, if ſhe ſhuuld fee 
him, for her ſake would Mr. Curry come for- 
ward to their relief? or, was it not xe likely 
he ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt them? 


Detween 
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Between hopes and fears her poor mind was 
ſo toſſed about, that nothing like inſenſibility 
could get admittance to her ſtruggling boſom, 
till told by a ſervant, who anſwered the coach- 
man's knock, that his maſter was at home, 
when a death-like calm took poſſeſſion of her 
ſ-nſes; ſhe was forced to be lifted out of the 
carriage, and carried, rather than ſupported, to 
the awful preſence of her beſt benefaRor, to 
whoſe arms ſhe had ſo often flown as to thoſe of 
a tender father, but from which ſhe would now 
have given worlds to retract; from a delicate 
conſciouſneſs, that a forced communication v-ith 
a diſſipated world had made her leſs worthy cf 
his approbation, than when ſhe climbed his 
knees to claim the paternal kiſs, before her in- 
fant manners were contaminated by its affecta- 
tion or its follies. 


Mrs. St. Edmonds had that day invited her- 
ſelf to breakfaſt with her brother in the city. 
They had left their pleaſant retirement at En- 
field Chace together, abcut eight o'clock ; they 
had already finiſhed their ſecond repaſt; and 
Mes. St. E1monds's carriage was waiting to 
convey her to the bank, and from thence to 
ſeveral ſhops, where ſhe had purchaſes to make 
hen, turning her head tow'ards the door, ſhe 

| behel 
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beheld within it the ematiated figure of Clariſſa, 
ſuſtained on either ſide by one of her own, and 
one of her brother's domeſtics. 


Beg + T7. 


- os 


« Good God!“ ſhe cried, is it poſſible than 
an angel ſhould be thus ſuffering under human 
infirmitics!“ 


The wail the godlike Curry, whoſe eye 
had been directed towards the ſame object, ei- 
, ther by the preſentiment of his own feelings, or 
by the beginning of his fiſter's exclamation, had 
ſtarted from his chair, caught the beautiful 
b Phantom to his heart, from which ſhe was ſin- 
king upon the floor, when Mrs. St. Edmond's, 
with afloniſkment equal to what he teftifi:d, ſoon 
j informe ] herielf of the truth, and aided him, 
. with the moft eager tenderneſs, to raiſe the 


beautiful ſuppliant, to comfort, and encourage 
her, 


rr 


| 

f 

N It is not every deſcription cf comforters that 

' malt flatter themſelves with the ſame expeRa- 
| tion of ſucceſs which attended the endeavours of 

thoſe amiable relatives, to whom Clariſſa, the 

moment Mrs, St. Edmond's was announced by 

| her brother, confeſſed the whole of her family's 

i involvements, acding, + as well as tcars and ſob s 

would 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS 229 


would admit, © that ſhe was the moſt miſcrable | 


of created beings !—that if her parents, by 10 
other means, could be ſaved from deſtruction, 
ſhe would announce her own ſentence of perpe- 
tual ſuffering, and become the wife of Lord Cla- 
rence l | 


— 


64 I thought, by the account I received from 
your father,” ſaid the beneficent merchant, © my 
beloved Clariſſa ! that the attachment between 
you and Lord Clarence had been mutual? 


« Ah! no—no—no!” ſhe replied with 
_ quickneſs, © believe it not! he is my averſion, 
my deteſtation ! It is only to fave my father 
from a priſon—my mother from poverty—my 
ſiſters from beggary—that I will ever conſent 


to unite myſelf with a man ſo every way hateful 
to me as Lord Clarence !” 


« I am glad I know your ſentiments on this 
head,” faid Curry, evidently well pleaſed with 
her deciſion; “ and now, ſiſter, tell me what 
we ſhall do for this dear girl!“ 


« All—every thing that can be done!“ ſhe 
replied, with avidity ! “ too much cannot be 
done for a being fo amiable, fo intereſting, ſo 

unprotected ! 
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vnprotect I follow the d .tates of yo 'r own 
gene s "art, and any other :dvic2 will be 
ſu-erducus !” 


« Ah f do not think of me /” cried Clarifla, 
c. J have not deſerved this kin.ineſs! Lcave me 
to my fate What you can or will do, let it be 
for my father] You never faw ſuch wretches 
as are got into the houſe! I paſſed by them— 


their looks were terrible!“ 


“ Say no more, my good child!” ſaid the 
merchant, averting his face, to conceal the tears 
her tenderneſs had drawn from his humane 
heart: „Go to Enfield Chace with my ſiſter; 
ſhe will take you under her materral charge, 
whilſt I am doing th2 needful for your father ; 
and if haif. my fortune can give you back your 
peace of mind, when I. join you in the evening 
you Mall have nothing to lament.” 


She caſt herſelf at his feet, in agonies of joy, 
too great for utterance. Mrs. St. Edmond's 
caught the ſoft infection of ſympathy—paſſon- 
ately embraced her lovely charge, addrefling her 
by the affectionate epithets of “ darling Cla- 
riifa {daughter of my voluntary adoption!“ 
She haſtened her brother to depart on his errand 

of 
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of mercy : a coach was called—he threw him- 
ſelf into it. And ſoon after, when a little re- 
freſhment had been forced upon Clariſſa, Mrs. 
St. Edmond's, having given up her intentions 
of ſhopping, carried off ber fair companior, 
nothing loati, from ſcenes of error, riot, and 
confuſion, to the calm reſidence of rectitude 
the cradle of peace—the abode of harmony. 


At - the beginning of this hiſtory, it may be 
remembered, Lady Iſleworth expreſſed to Sir 
Frederick ſome fretful obſervations on the de- 
clining looks of ber daughter, attended by a 
threat of ſending her into the country, by way 
of puniſhing her obſtinacy for refuſing to put 
on rouge. Now, had ſhe followed up thoſe in- 
tentions, however ſevere her motives, the effects 
could not but have been highly fa. ourable to a 
naturally delicate conſtitution, debilitated by mid 
day beds cf down, and mid-night revels of volup- 
tuous pleaſures. 
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Every body but the father, mother, and gid- 
dy inmates of their family, ſaw, with compaſ- 
ſion, this broken lilly, daily drooping its ſcet 
head towards the common mother of all, as if 
to ſeek in her boſom the repoſe which her more 
unnatural mother would not allow her to induige. | 


Clu: 
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Clar iſſa did not complain—for, had ſhe done 
o, who was there at leiſure to liſten? Not 
Lady Ifleworth! Her time, always occupied 
about nothing, admitted no ſpace to the intru - 
ſion of diſagrecable ſubjects No Sir Frede- 
rick! becauſe he left the management of his 
children entirely to their mother /—Not Arthur; 
he was never at home —Not his wife; ſhe 
thought of no body but Lord Clarence! Not 
Lord Clarence; he now could think on.y of 
the divine Lady Ann! Friendſhip alone could 
open its ears and its eyes to the ravages of in- 
diſpoſition ſo viſible on the countenance of Miſs 
Iſleworth. 


The petrifying ſhock experienced by Mr. Cur- 
ry as ſhe entered his dining-room determined 
him, unauthoriſed, to ſend her out of town ; 
full of the ſanguine hopes, that the decline ſhe 


— threatened with might yet be checked, by 


wholeſome air, gentle exerciſe, early hours, and 
and afles* milk. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.. XXXIII. 
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M Y well-informed readers, who are deeply 
converſant in theſe fort of anti-ſcientiic com- 
poſitions, who can at one glance anticipate all 
the plans of their author, which have coft him 
many an hour's labour of the mind to render 
incomprehenſible, will find themſelves at no lofs 
to diſcover, that the gentleman whoſe viſit was 
announced at the end of the thirty firſt chapter, 


conld be no other than the benevolent mer- - 
cba:1t of Broad-itreet. 


Sir Frederick ſtarted at the fight of Curry, 
as if he had ſeen one rife from the dead to tell 
him that his own hour was come Ihe felt a 
pang even worſe than ſuch a command would 
prodably haxe created, becauſe the preſent world 1 
was jun then particularly diſagreeable to his feel- | 2 
ings, and of a future world he had not the ſmal- Wo 
leit conception. He might theref rather 
than ctherwife, have thought it advantageous 
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to ſettle at once with his creditors, by going to 
ſleep everlaftingly. 

In the whole catalogue of thoſe fair and 
goodly creatures to which his vices, his follies, 
ard his extravagancies, had given exiſtence, 
there was not one he was leſs deſirous to hold 
conwci'e wih than the gentleman now before 
him, and to v hom ke offeres his hand with much 
ſec ming cordiality, 


4 | underſtand, Sir,“ ſaid the merchant, 
more abaſhed for the ſenator than the ſenator 
was for himſelf, as it happens in many ſimilar 
inftances, that innocence ſhews upon her own 
check thoſe colours which eught to veil the 
face of guilt, ſpeaking, as it were, in theſe 
words: u are capable of bluſhing in your 
on cauſe—it is, therefore, that I luſh for you.” 
I underſtand, Su, your affairs—pardon. 
me- are conſiderably embarraſied.” 


« They are! and I do not care a damn who 
knows it! I have now as many bailiffs in my 
houſe as would flock a county 1”? 


The merchant ſhook his head. 


« Looxye, Mr. Curry; I know you are come 
for your money, and you know I have it not to 
pay 
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pay—my perſon you cannot touch, and my 
goods are already reſtrained for more than they 
are worth—ſo where is your remedy ?” 


« Good God! Sir Frederick, are you feak- 
ing in this tune of raillery to the man who 
wiſhes to ſerve you, who is come to offer you 
his (zrvices !“ 


A remonſt.ance ſo mild, ſo unexpected, fo 
full of promiſe, excited effects which all the 
reproaches that could have been uttered would 
have failed to produce—it cauſed Sir Frederick 


to look pleaſed, and it forced him to bluta ! 


« Give me you hand, Curry! —there is not, 
I ſwear,” cried he, an honeſter fellow, or a more 
friendly man than thyſelf, in the Britiſh domi- 
nions! My ſuſpicions have wronged your no- 
ble ſentiments —pardon the injury, at leaſt ex- 
cuſe it! for, to tell you the truth, there are {> 
many curſed duns coming about me, that When 
1 only look a man in the [aces I expect to hear 
him call out. her will you pay ne ny nity /?? 


The man of buſineſs, ſummoned by the man 
of pleaſure to ſurrender his hand at the 5+;in- 
ning, withdrew it again juit as his ſpeech was 
concluded, almoſt repenting the deſpernto under- 
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taking which he had — but the 
thoughts of Clariſſa—her bodily diſeaſe—her 
fatigued ſpirits and diſtracted mind, for which 
there appeared no other remedy than to remove 
her parents out of their difficulties, made him 
moſt humanely perſevere in his firſt purpcſe ; 
and he afked Sir Frederick, though with ſome 
abatement of his original warmth, « whether he 
could propoſe any means of extricating himſelf, 
in which his aſſiſtance might be found uſeful ?*? 


« There were two ways of ſerving him,” 
he replied, © either of which would do very 
well.“ 


He was deſired to name — 


« Will you reſign your truſt for my wife, 
and make Bateman give up his? It would effec- 
tual'y fave the whole race cf us from perdition !'? 


“Sir, you already know my determination on 
that head! paſs on, if you pleaſe, to the alterna- 
tive,” | 


Here was one of the Baronet's bet hopes de- 
feated ; having conceived it very poſſible that, in 
the preſent ſtate of affairs, and with Curry's 

| evidently 


* 
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evidently generous intentions, he would certain- 
ly find leſs difficulty in giving up the property of 
another, than in laying down his own, to the uſes 
of philanthropy. But, finding his firſt propoſi- 
tion ſo ill received, he entered on the laſt, and, 
as he thought, the moſt an/:4e!y to ſucceed. 


« You know,” ſaid he, “ Mr. Curry, I owe 
you two thouſand pounds!“ 


« Owe them to me ftill —keep them, Sir, 
as long as it ſuits your convenience! 


& I could not keep them, Mr. Curry—they 
are gone, ſome one way, ſome another]! When 
a man is ſo incumbered by his family as I am, 
he is not able to tell how his money goes.” —He 
pauſed, unknowing what to fay next—the ice 
was thawed, but not broken. 


« I wait your commands, Sir Frederick.” faid 
the merchant, 


« Gad, that is tfue !—T was loſt in the con- 
templation of your kindneſs, and my own damn'd 
neceſſities? to extend the one and filence the 
other, I wiſh you would rid me of my Weſtmore- 
land eftate !”? 


« Is 
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« Is Lady Bridges Iſleworth dead? aſked the 
merchant.” 


« The devil a bit of mortality,” cried the 
Baronet, © was infuſed into her iron ribs! You 
know, when he had got her almoſt under ground, 
what a damn'd trick ſhe played me how ſhe 
ſtarted up, like a Dutch tumbler, from the un- 
dertaker's gripe ! I would enſure her death, if I 
could, at any expence : but, as I know of no 
office that would grant me a fo/icy, dear Curry, 
if you really mean to ſerve me, and will take my 
eſtate—damn me !—do it for the work's ſake, and 
with no view to ſurvivorſhip ! Methuſcla himſelf 
would have been beat hollow, in a race with that 
eternal old woman!“ 


« Pardon me, Sir,” replied Curry, to this fro- 
thy, frivolous addreſs, (] am a plain man, un- 
iettered in modern politeneſs ; and therefore muſt 
coufeſs I do not clearly comprehend what may be 
the extent of your propoſals.—-Be ſo good to in- 
form nie, if you mean that it is your defire I 
ſhould purchaſe the reverfion of your Weſtmore- 

land eſtate ?”? 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


IN WHICH THE BARGAIN PROCEEDS, 


ce 

My very meaning, by G—!” cried Sir 
Frederick: © And, being perſuaded that my 
aunt Bridget is determined to keep her holding 
till the day of judgment, I will let you have it at 
half price pay me down fifteen thouſand, and 
the Weſtmoreland eſtate is your on!“ 


Such an offer, made by any other body but a 
maniac, would have filled the prudent merchant 
with aſtoniſhment. But, having long conſider- 
ed Sir Frederick, as well as his appendages 
(Clariſſa excepted), amongſt that half. mad claſs 
who run about at large, doing miſchief in the 


world, becauſe they are independent of all but 


their creditors, and becauſe no body has the 
power or inclination to reſtrain them; being 
alſo aſſured, that he might now make whatever 
terms he pleaſed, he rather advanced to meet, 
than retreated from the Baronet” s ill-digefted 
propoſition. 


The 
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«© The price which I was to have paid was 


thirty Un pounds, when you thought her 
ladyſhip 


« Stop !” cried Sir Frederick, “ nota word, 
if you pleaſe, of that curſed buſineſs! I am 
frenzical when I think how ſhe ſerved me! Had 
ſhe died then, I would have forgiven her for hav- 


ing lived before beyond the bounds of calcula- 
tion | p* 


Curry waited, with: extreme patience, till the 
paſſionate apoſtrophe was ended, and then calmly 
reſumed his ſubject.— What I was, at our for- 
mer negociation, ready to lay down, I am ftill 
willing to give; not that I will poſſeſs the eſtate 
on your terms, but muſt have it on my own. 
Thirteen thouſand pounds ſhall be yours, as ſoon 
as the writings can be drawn; which, with the 
two already advanced, is juſt half the purchaſe 
money—the other half ſhall be paid on demiſe of 
the preſent incumbent.—Are you ſatisfied, - Sir 
Frederick? 


« Satisfied to be ſure I am ! What man would 
not be ſatisfied, to meet with a purchaſer who 
generouſly gives him twice as much as he has 
alked ?——Curry, I am ever thy debtor: - upon 


my 
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my foul I am ! But, whilſt the curſed lounging 
lawyers are playing with my impatience, by their 
long form of words without meaning, what is to 
become of me, ſurrounded as I am by their myr- 
midons ?” 


Uninformed for what ſum the execution had 
taken place, becauſe Clariſſa did not herſelf know 
the amount, Mr. Curry conſiderately ſtopped at 
his bankers, and filled his pocket-book with bank- 
notes, to the tune of ten thouſand pounds, reſol- 
ved, at all events, to relieve the father of his 
amiable favourite. 


In anſwer to Sir Frederick's doleful queſtion, 


of what would become of him between the com- 


mencement and conſummation of his dawning 
proſperity ? he was aſſured by his deliverer, that 
the ſheriffs officers ſhould be diſmiſſed before he 
quited the houſe : nor did he retract from his 
word, when he underſtood that their demand was 
for ſeven thouſand pounds, on the ſingle article 
of carriages ! The ſum, though large, was rather 
below than above the expectations on which he 
cence of Sir Frederick and Lady Ifleworth's pre- 


- eminent knowledge in the art of ſquandering ! 
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A promiſe ſo exhilirating, ated on the agita- 
ted brain of Sir Frederick as ftrong liquors are 
apt to do on weak heads; and, intoxicated with 
Joy, he ventured to promiſe, what any man but 
the man he had to deal with would have knocked 
him down for propoſing—it was no leſs, than 
to pay down the whole purchaſe-money in hand ! 
forgetting his old creed of Lady Bridget's mate- 
rial immortality ; for, ſays he— 


« My good friend ! as money, I conceive, by 
your liberality, can be to you of very little con- 
ſequence, if you would oblige me, your ſtatue 
| ſhould be erected in my hall, under the ſemblance 
of Jupiter Ammon!“ 


« Rather ſay of Midas, the fan, interrupted 
Curry, with a good natured ſmile, not calculated 
to reproach or diſhearten the eloquent pleader, 
who, bronzed by the band of faſhion, and more 
ready to adopt the ſmile than the rebuke which 
raiſed it, proceeded, in his no very modeſt peti- 
tion, with renovated energy. 


« Well, have it your own way, my honeſt 
fellow ! I will place your ſtatue in my hall or my 
heart by any figure you like —I will give you 
any ſum - will enter into any engagements /— 
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on advance me the other fifteen, that I may 
carry my borough, pay my debts, and live at my 
eaſe! 


4 As long as you can, I preſume,” ſaid the 
merchant dryly. 


« True !—true !—juſt ſo, Mr. Curry! Bat, 
have you the — to comply with my earneſt 
ſolicitations ? 


Curry had a game to play, as well as the Ba- 
ronet; and the one reſigned his chance with as 
much gratification as the other ſeized on it with 
avidity, on two conditions—firft, that Clariſſa 
ſhould be releaſed from the addreſſes of Lord 
Clarence, if her heart revolted at the alliance; 
and ſecondly, having firſt paſſed ſome weeks at 
his villa, ſhe be allowed to accompany his ſiſter 


to the continent, or elſewhere, for as long a time 


as the faculty might think a change of climate 
or place neceſſary to the reſtoration of Mrs. St. 


Edmondsꝰ's debilitated conſtitution. 


We are now,” faid the merchant, begin- 
ning to grow ſerious, and in bargains of this 
nature ſome form of agreement is always requi- 
fite: I have provided myſelf with proper in- 

L2- ſtruments, 


0 F 
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f:ruments, which, by mutually ſigning, will al- 
certain'cur mutual ſecurity. From Miſs Iſle- 
worth herſelf I learnt what are the preſent cir. 
runitances of your family ; it was her teart==her 
rears of filial agony, which brought me to your 
relief; ſhe is now at my houſe, under the protec. 
tion of my ſiſter, from whence you may com- 
mand her :odepart, by forfeiting your part of our 
exiſting agreement. 


« I had,” continued he, producing two pa- 
pers, © meant to have offered the very propoſi- 
tions which have been made by yourſelf, reſpect- 
ing the Weſtmoreland eſtate. I therefore 
ſketched out theſe memorandums, ſatisfactory to 
both parties, binding you and myſelf, in the 
forfeiture of ten thouſand pounds, to either who 
ſhall daringly forfeit the honour with which he 
pledges to fulfil his engagements. My part is 
already properly ſigned; it therefore only re- 
mains that you ſhould do the fame, for which 
one witneſs will be neceſſary, and the bargain is 
concluded.” 5 


Had the moſt generous of mankind, inſtead 

of placing Clariſſa under the protection of a 
woman like Mrs. St. Edmonds, demanded her 
for the purpoſes of proſtitution, Sir Frederick 
was now ſo dead to all feeling but that of ſel- 
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fiſh luxury, he would have ſigned not only 
to the diſgrace of his daughter, but to the per- 


dition of his whole family.— A witneſs was ne- 


ceſſary, and he rang the bell with violence. 


CHAP. XXXV. 


IN'WHICH THE BARGAIN IS CONCLUDED, 


Tur ſervant who entered brought with him 


a note, which he delivered into the hands of his 


maſter, who, without looking at the ſuperſcrip- 


tion, aſked him if he could write his name? to 
which being anſwered in the affirmative, he was 


commanded to take notice whilſt Sir Frederick 


wrote his own, and then to witneſs that he had 


done ſo; which order having obeyed, as alſo 


noticed the form of impreſſing the ſeal with 
theſe. words“ this I deliver as my act and 


deed,” —was inftantly diſmiſſed, with orders to 


ſend the ſheriff's chief officer into the ſteward's 
room, 
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room, where a gentleman would give him audi- 
ence, and ſettle the demands of his employer. 
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No ſooner was the Baronet ſecured in all the 
privileges money alone can procure, and of 
which nothing but his own breach of contract 
could in future diveſt him, than, overwhelmed 
with his tide of good fortune, he began not only 
to feel that he ſhould be leſs comfortable wth 
than without the ſociety of his good friend, but 
alſo to experience much tender curiofity to ex- 
amine the contents of his billet, which a fingle 
glance had told him came from Mrs. Snug !— 
the faithleſs, yet ſtill adored Mrs. Snug! 


Human nature will ever be human nature, 
whether it be more or leſs perfect or imperfect. 
It was natural that the merchant ſhould think 
he had quite enough of the baronet, as that the 
baronet ſhould deſire the abſence of the mer- 
chant—for this ſimple reaſon, that the good and 
the evil, like oil and vinegar, can never by incli- 
nation aſſimilate together, tnough neceſſity and 


hard eggs may force them to a temporary union. 


Juſt as the gentlemen were taking leave of 
each other, Lady Iflewoith learned, by means 
of her woman, that the gentleman who had been 
ſo long with her malter was Mr. Curry—that 

the 
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the bailiffs were going to be paid off by him, 
and turned out of the houſe. 


Elate with intelligence ſo congenial to her 
wiſhes, ſhe immediately diſpatched her compli- 
ments with a meſſage, requeſting to ſee her 
guardian, determined, if what ſhe had heard of 
his generoſity was really true, to condeſcend a 
little in her turn, and to treat him with civility. 

/ 

She had only time to make up her mind in 
what manner to receive him, when he undaunt- 
edly appeared before her, followed by Sir Frede- 


rick. 


« J come, Madam,” faid he, © to receive 
your commands, otherwiſe {ſhould not have in- 
truded to your Ladyſhip's dreſſing- room. Ha- 
ving ſettled the buſineſs with your huſband 
which brought me, a forbidden gueſt, to this 
houſe, I have no ſpare moments to beſtow on 
attentions that are not previoully claimed.— 


Lou ſent word you ſhould be glad to ſee me; 


and the leſs time you require my attendance, 
the greater will be my obligation.” 


Lady Iſleworth was going to anſwer him with 


ſpirit equal to his own ; but Sir Frederick, eager 


to break up the ceremonious altercation, to 
emancipate 
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emancipate himſelf and his friend, began to re- 
hearſe, as faſt as he could utter, how much they 


were both indebted to Mr. Curry, and how 
much it behoved her -lady{hip to unite with him 


in returning their hearty acknowledgracnts.— 
I am ſure,” faid he, © the devil would have 


flown away with me, if this, my better genius, 
had not ſnatched me from his infernal clutches!“ 


The merchant, either mortifed at the evil 
name coupled witi his good wo: ks—too modeſt 
to delight in his own praifes—or fearful to en- 
counter the rage of Lady Iſleworth, ſhould her 
huſband proceed to the recitation of certain con- 
ditions, would inſtantly have made his eſcape; 
but ſhe berſelf n:peded his haſte, by the grace- 
fulneſs of her- advances, and the graciouſneſs, 
of her ſolicitations. 


« Indeed, my dear Sir,” cried her ladyſhip, 
© ſince you have been ſo mighty obliging to Sir 
Frederick, you mut not, nay, you /hall not 
leave us, till you have heard what I have to fay 
for myſelf.” 


Curry, till om his feet, made kis bows, but 
faid nothing. 


' & Recolle& how often you have heard my 
father declare, that I was the ſweeteſt diſpoſition 
in 
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in the world l—and fo I am, in every thing but 
ene like to have my own way in the manages 
ment of my ew- children.“ 


« And finely they have been managed, by 
G81“ exclaimed the Baronet; “ in future 1 
ſhall take the conduct of Clariſſa to myſelf,” 


winking ſignificantly to his colleague, Wh” © 


I believe we ſhall not have long to diſpute 
on that ſubjeR,” replied her peaceably diſpoſed 
ladyſhip, & a few weeks, and another will ſuper- 
cede ray authority as well as yours — Pray,“ 
added ſhe, exultingly, & have you told my truſ- 
tee what my cleverneſs has done for the eſta- 
bliſhment of Clariſſa? who, being but a ſort 
of milk and water compoſition, may think her- 
ſelf very well off to be a counteſs !”” 


Sir Frederick, who had been fo anxiouſly 
looking forward to the fame event, yet, having 
renounced it by his late engagement, would 
have imprecated a thouſand. curſes on his own 
head, if the merchant's penetrating eyes could 
have been prevailed upon to make their inquiſi- 
tive reſearches in any other direction than over ek © 15 
the ſurface of his changing countenance, where- 1 
on they dwelt with immoveable fixedneſs; and U! 
he only replied to his wife's queſtion—* that 

Mr. 
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Mr. Curty * Lord Clarence 's pretenſi- 


3 


And an't you vaſtly happy?” cried ſhe, 
« am ſure you muſt be moſt amazingly happy 
at Clarifla's good fortune |” 


« T ſhall rejoice, indeed,” faid he, „when 
I hear, from her own declaration, that ſhe has 
walked by choice, and not being dragged by 
authority, into the regions of felicity !” | 


Only hear him, Sir Frederick !—ſtill che 
ſame unfaſhionable ideas !—the ſame antedilu- 
vian notions !” 


« Never, Madam, will you ſee me caſt off 
my old principles, till you can convince me 
their ſubſtance is loſt—that it is time I ſhould 


get new ones; and alſo, that the new ones 


«muſt be modern; when I ſhall be proud to con- 


ſult your ladyſhip's taſte in my choice, as the 
very beſt of its kind to which I .can apply for 


3 


ge the bait without perceiving the 
hook—that is to ſay, conſtruing into a compli- 
ment what was meant as a cenſure, he ſeemed 
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to have entirely re-inſtated himſelf in her favour 
— ſhe increaſed her civility—ſhe increaſed her 
loquacity ! | | 


Sir Frederick every moment grew more and 
more impatient to. examine the contents of his 
adorable Mrs. Snug's b:llet-doux, not ſo much 
from the violence. of inclination, as from the 
violence of curioſity, of apology that dear perfi- 
dious could make, for an abſence which, in fo 
many attendant circumſtances, exactly reſem- 
bled an elopement with.a young daſhing fprig 
of quality, whoſe head ran upon the ladies, and 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


